
 



 



FOREWORD: THE RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY, 1987-90 
 

ORIGINS 
We owe our beginnings to a public meeting convened by Mrs Dorothy MOSS, held at St 
Paul's School on 25th February 1987, and attended by about 70 people. It was the prospect 
of the East Lancashire Railway's re-opening, planned for the summer of that year, which 
had led to a growing consciousness of the town's identity amongst many townspeople. As 
well as our society (interested in the town's history and heritage), the Ramsbottom Chamber 
of Trade revived that year and, for a time in 1987, a small group calling itself the 
Ramsbottom Trust toyed with ambitious plans to develop the old Co-op stores building 
(with theatre) and, when this scheme stalled, the Model Lodging House, on Paradise Street, 
as a possible heritage Centre 

 

The Ramsbottom Heritage Society has some roots in the town's Local History Society, 
which had become moribund about 1980. The Rev Roy CARMYLLIE, who unfortunately 
died last year, was that society's chairman, and so it was fitting that he should have been 
speaker at our inaugural public meeting in April 1987. Any local history society, unless 
blessed with a very active membership, risks exhausting the supply of local speakers quite 
quickly. We were concerned, from the outset, that we should not suffer such a fate, and so 
we very deliberately sought a wider role than that pursued by the old local history society, 
and a broader constituency of members. Indeed, very varied interests were expressed at our 
first meeting in February 1987 - exhibitions, guided walks, museum visits, local fieldwork, 
civic issues and conservation, cultural issues, local buildings, photography and historical 
research - as well as simply listening to speakers! 

 

At the earliest meetings, we split up, after the public business, into four groups - historical 
research; walks, buildings and footpaths; photography as a record; and 'town activities'. 
Although this structure was initially geared towards the coming of the railway (set for 25th 
July 1987), we generally envisaged the RHS as being an umbrella, a forum for varied 
activities, and not simply as a monthly lecture venue. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
Personally, I was disappointed by the way in which this early vision of small-group activity 
faded away so quickly. Perhaps we expected a lot. Most of our members do see us as a 
monthly source of passive entertainment Activity has been the preserve of 'The Few'. Yet, 
in three years, the activists have achieved a great deal. Our oral history project has placed 
on cassette tape memories of older residents, some of whom can no longer be interviewed. 
Our regular appeals for memorabilia (artefacts and documents) have brought a staggering 
wealth of material - many photographs; old bills; the minute book of St Andrew's 
Presbyterian church; a complete stock-take of every Co-op branch in the Ramsbottom area, 
taken in the early 1950s; a 19th Century wages list from Ramsbottom Mill; photographs of 
a Ramsbottom War Weapons Week.     From the earliest days, we have had an archives 
officer who has catalogued material as it has come in and ensured its preservation. We 
guarantee    survival    of    such    items    for    the    ultimate    benefit    of    future 
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historians of Ramsbottom. If you are concerned that material in your possession- family 
papers, leases, letters, diaries, school reports, business ledgers and bills - may be thrown 
out at your death, our society offers a safe haven. 
Considerable changes have been seen in the town since our inauguration in April 1987 
- a revived railway, a brand new station, many changes of use in local shops, the 
demolition of property on Prince and Square Street, the infilling of new houses between 
existing houses in various locations, and the complete internal refurbishment of two 
public houses. Our annual photographic competition has been a mechanism by which 
these developments have been recorded. 
 
Much of our early activity was given wide coverage in the Bury Times, but we have also 
generally maintained a high public profile, not least because of the ever-changing 
displays which the Royal Bank of Scotland allowed us to stage in the former Rainbow 
Gallery on Bridge Street. A small but dedicated team has also put together some 
remarkably impressive displays in the library annex on Carr Street (which should, by 
time of publication, have officially become the Ramsbottom Heritage Centre). To 
coincide with the 50th anniversary of the outbreak of World War II, many townspeople 
loaned us memorabilia which were put together with such skill and imagination that 
Bury Museum requested the whole thing to spend some weeks on display there. 

From the outset, we decided that we could not be a fully flown civic trust, and have left 
it to individual members to pursue conservation or preservation issues which especially 
concerned them. We have, however, sought to protect or preserve some elements of our 
district's heritage which might otherwise have been lost - we successfully campaigned, 
in 1987, for the retention of an old-style GPO telephone kiosk in Market Place. In 1989, 
we retrieved (with council permission) the Strang Street nameplate from the condemned 
gable end of the terrace on Square Street; we urged Bury and Bolton metropolitan 
authorities not to destroy the 200 year-old parish boundary stone during road 
improvements on the A676 at Hawkshaw/Walves. This stone, the only such boundary 
stone in the Bury area of which we are aware, is still in its original position, though 
buried for a time under newly laid drainage stones behind the kerbs. Bolton MBC re- 
exposed the stone in May 1990.  

We have also had contacts with the Rossendale Groundwork Trust, and welcome their 
proposal to extend their operations into Bury Metropolitan Borough. 

 

THE FUTURE 

 
One of our earliest ambitions was to open a heritage centre in Ramsbottom, so we were 
especially pleased, after only two years of life, to be offered by the local authority the use 
of the library annex to stage our displays. We now have the use of this refurbished 
building as a fully-fledged heritage centre - it seems a remarkable, challenging step 
forward. Filling the display units, and manning the at weekends throughout the summer 
will place heavy strains on the relatively small proportion of our membership that has 
helped in the past. Yet the rewards will be great - we will gain credit as a society; we will 
attract visits (and revisits) to the town; but, perhaps most important, our centre will be a 
community meeting place, a place where local people can talk and learn about their 
to4wn's history or just chat 
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My own hope is that all this heritage publicity will prompt some historical research 
amongst our members; the Society wants to encourage this, and offers opportunities of 
putting findings into print, in small booklet form. Only one member, Barbara PALMER, 
has brought a piece of research to such a conclusion - on local medical care from the 
18th to the 20th Centuries. 
This newsletter, however, is another possible medium for publishing the fruits of local 
historical enquiry. We hope that it will appear twice-yearly, so your historical anecdotes 
and memories, recollections of shops, trades, businesses and important events in the 
town 's past will be just as welcome as the history of your family, your house or your 
street. 
Contacts with other societies have convinced us that publication of a newsletter is a key 
to growth - we can publicise ourselves, and appeal to 'out of town' members to whom 
we can otherwise offer so little. 
Finally, I thank those members who have contributed (some with prodigious efforts) 
over the last three years, and appeal to those who haven't: please get involved! 

Andrew TODD (Chairman) 
 

MAY 1990 - SOCIETY UP-DATE FROM THE SECRETARY 
 

We have only just had our third birthday, yet here we are looking forward to the opening of the 
Heritage Centre, in Carr Street over the bank holiday (on 27th & 28th May). We expect to be 
open each Saturday and Sunday from 12 noon to 4.00 pm - refreshments will be available - 
admission by donation.  
 
The local authority with whom we have been negotiating for many months has just refurbished the 
building (opposite the Library) and handed it over to us, to be responsible for the day-to- day 
running. This is a considerable burden for a voluntary society such as ours to undertake and we 
should like to ask local people to help by giving a couple of hours of their time either at weekends 
or perhaps during the week, to help sell Society items or to serve refreshments. Actually, this is 
a super way to meet people and to make new friends, not to mention learning a little more about 
the Ramsbottom area, so if you feel you can help, please phone me on 0706 82 2620. 
 
Our Display Team has been working flat out to mount the exhibition RAMSBOTTOM 
THROUGH NINE REIGNS - THE PAST 200 YEARS. Do come along to appreciate their efforts 
and admire the Centre (centrally heated and carpeted). If any of you have a flair for display or 
perhaps just a feeling for it, please contact our Archivist, Mrs Brenda DECENT on 0706 82 8979. 
She will be delighted to hear from you, as the displays must be a changing, on-going thing. 
 
Among the many interesting things happening in our Town this year is the 21st birthday of the 
‘new' Library in Carr St (opposite the Centre) and there will be a week-long commemoration 
from Monday 11th June. The staff are to dress in Victorian costume and refreshments will be 
available. There will be an exhibition relating to the past 21 years, and on Wednesday 13th a party 
from the Dickensian Fellowship will arrive by steam train to explore the town, and they will visit 
the Library and the Heritage Centre, so roll up for a good day out in famous Ramsbottom. If you 
fancy - wear Victorian style dress - who knows, the TV cameras may be there. 
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Our programme for the rest of 1990 is as follows: 
 

June 20th Mr F CRONIN - The Locomotive and Rolling Stock of the ELR - 
illustrated 

July 18th Mr P WARING - A Guided Walk Around Summerseat  
Aug 15th Members' Evening 
Sept 19th Mr S CHADWICK - An Evening' s Entertainment on Dialect 
 Oct 17th Mr N ECCLES - Nuttall and Ramsbottom - illustrated 
Nov 21st  4th A G M & Finals of the Photographic Competition  
 Motions for  the A G M must be submitted to the Secretary by Oct 31st 
Dec 12th Christmas Meeting - The Golden Valley  
 - presented by Bury Cine Society 

 

It surely has something to please most of you. We are also trying to arrange a guided 
walk in August along the Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal, starting from Radcliffe. 
Very importantly I must mention that subscriptions are due from 1st May, no change 
from last year £4.50 (£2.00 retired/unwaged/student); please see our Treasurer, Mr Derek 
ROWLEY, at the next Society meeting, or post your cheque to me at 1 Carr Bank Cottage, 
Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancs BLO 9DQ. 

 

Dorothy MOSS 
 

THE IRWELL VALLEY FORUM 
 

This grand-sounding group is the result of the launch of the Irwell Valley Adventure - a 
joint initiative involving Bury & Rossendale Councils and the private sector, interested 
in the regeneration and steady development of the Upper Irwell Valley as a tourist centre, 
and attractive environment to which new investment and people could be attracted. 

 

A challenge to change this former cradle of the Industrial Revolution into an attractive 
and desirable location was thrown down and the gauntlet picked up by approximately 
100 representatives at a breakfast launch in February 1989, also attended by our MPs for 
Bury North and Rossendale, and local dignitaries. 

 

May Day Bank Holiday 1989 saw the first successful publicity event, blessed by superb 
weather conditions, the one possible blight on any plans for outdoor activities. Irwell the 
Cat was introduced. 

 

Recently Dorothy MOSS and A were shown around Bury Technical College by Jane 
ALLANSON, co-ordinator for Travel and Tourism studies there - no, we had not been 
aware of such a department either! We were introduced to some of the second-year 
students who had been involved with this image-promotion, i.e. going round in the cat 
costume to various local events. A lot of people are not impressed with this moggy as our 
image and, I believe, plans are afoot to change this. (It is possible that these students 
could help at the Heritage Centre.) 
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In February 1990 the Irwell Valley Forum was formed. 180 people from the Bury, 
Ramsbottom and Rossendale areas - business people, community group representatives 
(both professional and voluntary) received an update on how the local authorities are 
striving to improve the Valley's facilities and environment Graham SHAW, Tourism 
Marketing Director for Southampton City, whose own council has spearheaded one such 
successful partnership, gave us some useful guidelines. 

We then split into groups for a short time, which proved very interesting as, being 
members of such diverse organisations as the Ramblers Association, Bury Canal Group, 
Wild Bird Sanctuary, our paths only cross if talks are given to or by each other. 

The next Forum meeting was scheduled for Wednesday February 28th at the Waterside 
Inn, Summerseat, at which I represented RHS. This was attended by 60 people 
(Southampton's first follow-up meeting had produced only 8 we were told). We each 
introduced ourselves and named our group/society/business, and gave brief details of 
how we felt we could contribute to this new venture. 

We again split into groups - business and industry, retail, tourism, voluntary and 
educational, from which three representatives were to be chosen to sit on the Executive 
Committee - RHS is represented. The groups will meet at their discretion - ours will 
initially meet on a monthly basis. I will keep you informed of developments. 

Judith APPLEBY (Vice-chairman) 
 

April 1990 - NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVE 
 

There have been some exciting acquisitions lately. I'm sorry there isn't space to mention them all, 

but our thanks to all donors, whether their items have been selected for this Newsletter or not. 

 
1. John JACKSON. We have been given a copy of Hunting songs and other memorabilia 

compiled by John JACKSON, Huntsman, Holcombe Harriers, 1867-1899, published in Bury by 

FLETCHER & SPEIGHT, 1 Fleet Street, 1902; with many illustrations. There is a signature on 

the flyleaf J W OLDFIELD, 77 Peel Brow, Ramsbottom. He was John JACKSON's grandson 

through his mother who was a JACKSON married to an OLDFIELD. 

Also the donor of this book gave us a photograph I haven't seen before of John JACKSON and 

his wife outside their cottage in Holcombe Village, probably after his retirement from the Hunt. 

 
But most exciting is that the same donor has John JACKSON's silver hunting horn, given to him 

in 1893 by Derby, and next time she visits Ramsbottom she will bring it with her as she wants our 

Society to have it as it will be a wonderful addition to the archive: I believe she is happy that we 

are to have our own Heritage Centre - she feels it will be safe there. 

 
2. DOCUMENTS ABOUT A KAY FAMILY. All the following came from the same donor, but 

not at the same time. 

First, an original baptismal card certifying that Eva, daughter of Tom and Eva KAY, was baptised 

in Dundee Independent Chapel (believed to be the breakaway Presbyterian Church 
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on Dundee Lane) on 17th April 1908 by Wm Jackson GELDEARD, minister. 

Then we were given the certificates of birth of her mother and father! Father Tom was born on 

21st October 1880, son of John and Alice KAY of 2 Rose Hill, Ramsbottom. Mother Eva 

SUTCLIFFE was born on February 3rd 1883. Both were registered in the sub-district of 

Holcombe by Registrar James SPENCER. 

With these items was a newscutting (paper not known but circa 1942) with heading Cricketer 

Prisoner of War reporting that Fusilier Tom Douglas KAY of 1 Stanley Street was in North 

Africa and safe. He was 'one of Ramsbottom's promising batsmen. in civil life employed at 

Messrs TURNBULL & STOCKDALE, Rosebank Print Works". 

From correspondence with the donor, I have discovered that this Tom Douglas KAY was the son 

of Tom and Eva KAY and brother of Eva (born 1908). Tom Douglas KAY was born in 1919. It 

is unusual to get such a rounded-off family history. 

BRIEFLY BUT OF GREAT VALUE 

1.25 Record Cards giving details of Women members of the Weavers and Winders Union 

(Ramsbottom branch), the dates of birth of these women being 1875-1905. 

2. A tiny photograph of the Square Mill when owned by HEPBURNs, showing its own railway 

siding. 

John LEYLAND has taken over the recording of the competition photographs for the Archive 

Many thanks John. All offers of help gratefully received. 

Brenda DECENT 
 

MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD IN NUTTALL WRITTEN BY 

HILDA FRENCH AND READ OUT AT OUR FIRST AGM  

My favourite memory of Ramsbottom is of the delightful village of Nuttall, where I was born 

(1919). As you came down Nuttall Lane past the Cottage Hospital you would see a world of its 

own. Nestling in woods, meadows and fields. At the bottom of the lane on the left-hand side 

were four cottages, further down four more, then on the opposite side was the farm and farm 

houses, also a pond which in winter we used to skate on - just frozen enough and big enough. 

Past the farm and round the corner was Starling Street-where I and my sisters were born-some 

people called it Shepsters Row. Then you could go on over the Brocks Brews to Summerseat In 

the field in front of Starling Street was a high wall overlooking the railway line. There we could 

climb to watch the steam train on its way to Bury from Ramsbottom - through Nuttall tunnels 

and on to Summerseat. 

Carrying on down the Lane you came to the village shop owned by Mr & Mrs HEALY, selling 

bread, sweets, greengrocery-in fact, everything necessary; also bottled beer consumed on the 

premises by the men on their way home from work at the nearby Chemical Company. I will 

always remember the white chalk faces of these men through working in all the chemical 

powder. Across from the shop was another row of cottages about six then down a narrow 
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path to more houses called The Old Bridge. In the centre of these houses was a water pump. It 
was very sacred to the people living there – woe betide anyone found near  the sacred shrine. 
Carrying on you went across an old wooden bridge over the            Irwell through beautiful 
woodland scenery, where in summer you could pick luscious blackberries; in fact it was all 
fields and meadows for young legs to run wild in. This led to Gollinrod. 

The farm was neglected when I was young, but worked again during the last war; it was then 
the Village went into a decline. 

Further down the Lane and across from the shop was a cotton mill - it was working until 
about 1932; still wooded scenery and flowing by was the river. 

The Chemical Works, and over another tin bridge there was lots of stone steps - 
Jacobs Ladder (on the right-hand side of the road) leading you on to Bury New Road. 
To me, nothing can compare with my childhood days in Nuttall; the mobile 
greengrocer throwing all his fish bits to the village cats - they came from all over 
when he rang the bell. The walks to Grants Tower during summer holidays and to 
Buckhurst armed with our lemonade and jam butties. Wimberrying up Holcombe 
Hill till our hands were as blue as the wimberries themselves. 

Can anyone else remember these days in Nuttall - I hope so. 

Hilda FRENCH (Nov 1987) 
 

MEMORIES OF BOYHOOD c 1912 – 1920 

Playing with my brother Arthur and friends in the fields and streams in the wood out 

Alderbottom (better known as holy bottom). Playing amongst the stones of the ruins of the 

Mill burnt down in the Chatterton Riots (later to be cleared and swings erected for the 

children of Chatterton). Playing and roaming up Buckden, then onto the moors to the tower, 

and onto Pilgrim's Cross (reputed to be the resting place of the Pilgrims going to Whalley 

Abbey). Happy memories of walking or running up Chatterton Old Lane to the school at the 

top (then Stubbins School, now used for church services). 

Playing football with a tennis ball whilst returning home from school and breaking our clog 

toes on the rough sets of the road; which warranted a scolding from my mother, and which 

also meant a journey to the clogger in Stubbins, who then cut another sole to fit the feet (how 

clever he was with his tools to shape the soles from a piece of rough wood). 

Memories of walking in the procession at Whitsuntide, when each child was given a coin or 

orange from some of the big houses called at, for which we all had to join in the singing of 

a hymn. 

Memories of bath nights with my brother together in the inn bath in the kitchen, then a good 

rub down by my father. 

Memories of trips to Belle Vue and Southport and Blackpool by train, taken by my father. 

Later memories of trips in the charabancs with folded back covers over the rows of foldback 

seats, covers to be pulled over if raining. 
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These memories will last forever of my sisters and brothers, most of them still alive 
and in good health. But most of all, fond memories of my mother and father, who 
showed us their love, and clothed and fed us. Their memory will always live on. [A 
copy of these reminiscences is in our archive collection.] 

 

                                                                                                G CROSTHWAITE  
 

THE HISTORICAL SEEDS OF THE LOCAL HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETIES 

Ramsbottom Horticultural & Allotment Society is celebrating its 75th Anniversary during 

1990. Founded in 1915 it grew out of the East Ward Allotment Association with its first show 

in 1917 at the Pavilion on Peel Brow. Then there were 183 exhibits from 40 members, but the 

record total was 940 staged at Peel Brow School. 

Since its start there have been only three Presidents - William FENWICK, Ben Johnson 

SMITH and now Norman GREENWELL. Features of today's society are: the Trading Hut on 

Peel Brow Allotments which sells a variety of goods, and gives away advice; an annual quiz 

against Tottington and Grey Mare (of Great Harwood), which fittingly Ramsbottom won last 

month by one point; the National Rose Champion 1989 (under 1000 bushes) - Tony 

BRACEGIRDLE; and an exhibitor, Wilf TAYLOR, still winning in his mid-eighties. Seek out 

their stall at various local venues this year and sample their shows at the Civic Hall on April 

21st, August 25th & 26th and November 10th, with up to 132 colourful classes. 

Like Ramsbottom, Tottington Horticultural Society is affiliated to various national societies 

for dahlias, roses, chrysanthemums, vegetables and even daffodils, and relies on local sponsors 

to fertilise its finances. However, it dates back to only 1935, and held its early meetings in a 

gaslit Bowling Club, Humorous anecdotes abound such as the tactless judge who selected a 

bought-in whist pie in preference to the proud ladies' home-made fare. Their programme 

features talks, dances and plant stalls, but the highlights are their shows - in 1990 at Laurel St 

School in early April, and on 15th-16th September, with 146 classes, including flowers, 

vegetables, pot plants, eggs, wine, handicraft, cookery, children’s and flower arranging. 

The local society with the oldest roots is Edenfield and District Horticultural Society, which 

surfaced in the Pack Horse Hotel (now the Topham's Arms) in 1914. Its archives show an 

income of £l7 14s 10d, a donation in 1916 to Edenfield War Fund of £l 1s 0d, and a debit of 

12s 6d for the hire of the Co-op Hall. The Vice Presidents in 1938 included the MP Mr R W 

PORRITT, W TURNBULL, the Rev E T S OTTLEY and Dr STRUTHERS. The 1958 

advertisements recorded a Central Garage, a plumber, a decorator and Horncliffe Nurseries - 

all now gone! The first female joined the committee in 1946, and the youngest committee 

member in 1965 was aged 11. Attractions for the 150 members are: free automatic life 

membership after 25 years (now there are 45 of them); free entry to shows; 30% off a combined 

seed order; stalls on May Bank Holiday Monday at Ramsbottom Street Market plus           

Edenfield Fete on June 2nd; and a special historical one for 7th, 8th  & 9th September 1990, an 

exhibit at Edenfield Parish Church's Flower Festival to celebrate its 450 years. A similar past 
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historical one has been coffee evenings at 15th Century Lumb Hall. Two of our 
members, Councillor and Mrs P DUNNE, add a note of civic splendour by 
becoming Mayor and Mayoress for 1990-91. The floral climaxes will be the 
shows at Stubbins United Reformed Church Schoolroom on Saturdays August 
18th and September 22nd. Why not make the effort to come and enjoy all or 
some of these vibrant shows? 

 

                                         Clyde L TWEEDALE, member of all of these societies   
 

THE PRINTERS' SOCIETY, HOLCOMBE 

On 9 April 1823, at the Halmot Court of the Manor of Tottington, held at 
Holcombe, Robert KAY of Holcombe Brook leased a small plot of land in 
Holcombe Village from John ROSTRON of Barwood Lee, and his wife Mary. 
KAY (referred to as 'Gent' in the court book) was presumably the corn dealer of 
that name at Holcombe Brook (in ROGERSON's trades directory of 1818), but 
in the 1823 transaction was acting in the capacity of for the members of the 
Friendly Society of Printers. ms little known body was presumably a terminating 
building society. These were common in Lancashire in the early years of the 19th 
Century, and responsible for building many single terraces of workers' housing - 
Club Row (Tottington) and the Female Union Society, Holcombe Brook are local 
examples. The society, through Robert KAY, paid five shillings to John and Mary 
ROSTRON for the plot, together with an annual rent of £2 4s 41/2d. The 
following summary description of the plot, taken originally from the Tottington 
court book, indicates that the society had started building just before 1823: 

All that plot of land situated within Holcombe taken from a certain meadow 
called Privy Meadow parcel of Higher House Estate containing in length of the 
North and South sides thereof 34 yards or thereabouts in breadth on the East 21 
yards and 8 inches on the West 10 yards and 4 inches containing in the whole 
5321/2 yards. Bounded on the North side by the Turnpike Road leading from 
Bury to Blackburn on the East by part of the Privy Meadow and on the South by 
the Road called the Chapel Lane leading from Holcome to Ramsbottom and on 
the West by dwelling houses the property of the said John Rostron and those 
stone built messuages lately erected by the members of a certain Society in 
Holcome called the Friendly Society of Printers holden at the sign of the house 
of Ann Buckley known by the sign of the Shoulder of Mutton in Holcome and 
enjoy in common with John Rostron the well or stream of water known by the 
name of the Bowling Green Well situate in Holcome. To the use and behoof of 
Robert Kay in trust for the members for the time being of the said Society and be 
considered as part of the funds and effects of the Society. 

Taking advantage of the record good weather in early May, I paced out the 
housing on Chapel Lane/Helmshore Road in Holcombe village, and came to the 
conclusion that the plot outlined in heavier black on the accompanying sketch 
map is the 532 ½ square yards leased by the society in 1823. 
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The houses facing onto Chapel Lane were presumably built on this land either in that 
year, or soon after. It is unclear from the 1823 court record how much of the terrace 
facing onto Helmshore Road (i.e. the houses belonging to John and the 'messuages' 
(houses and ground) of the Printers' Society) had been built by 1823, The terrace of 
eight houses carries the numbers 2 to 16 and it is significant that between 6 and 8 there 
is a very pronounced building break - so, I assume that three belonged to ROSTRON, 
and five to the printers. The Tottington Lower End poor rate books of the early 19th 
Century are available, on microfilm, at Bury Central Library. This entry for 1827 
(which I happened to copy down in another connection) implies that the five (i.e. the 
easterly group) belonged to the society: 

 

Printers Society Holcome 
 

Occupier Rateable Value Rate 

Cottage William NUTTALL 1-2-6 11-3 

do William BLOMFIELD do do do 

do John SCHOFIELD do do do 

do Mrs INGHAM do do do 

do James PARKS do do do 

Terminating building societies, or club houses, are usually associated with handloom weavers 
in our area (e.g. the colony of several terraces, known still as Club Houses, at Horwich). This 

10 



example at Holcombe suggests that other trades might have pooled savings to build 
houses. Number 16 of the terrace currently sports the fanciful name Caxton End but I 
suspect that it was not that kind of printing in which the original owner was engaged! 
More likely, these owner occupiers were calico printers (or even engravers to calico 
printers) at a nearby works. I would be interested in any other suggestions, or 
information, about this obscure little self- help society. I am grateful to Jan BARNES of 
Boardmans, Hawkshaw Lane, for a copy of the solicitor's transcription of the 1823 court 
book entry which prompted this article. 

 

Andrew TODD 
 

ONE DAY? 

Are you one of the many people who have an interesting document or object connected 
with Ramsbottom and its past? It may have been tucked away in a safe place for ages or 
you may only recently have discovered it You would like to more about it and 'one day' 
you intend to follow it up. Alternatively, you may have memories of events, life and 
times in the past, or even recent things which could be of interest to people in the future. 
You may have heard the appeals at Heritage Society meetings for people to record their 
recollections either in writing or on tape and donate them to the archives. You have 
probably said to yourself "Yes, I will do it - one day"! 

If you are one of these people the Society would be most grateful if you would please 
declare that today is one day: and make a start now. 

The idea behind our new, expanded Newsletter is to provide a vehicle for the publication 
of items about Ramsbottom and its past. For the purposes of the Newsletter, items need 
not be very long, nor need they be typed. In fact, if you feel that writing is not your scene, 
you could even record them on tape. So the task may not be as daunting as you think - 
indeed many people find it both enjoyable and rewarding. So, please, don't put it off any 
longer - make a start - today if possible! 

If your searches lead you on beyond your original aim, as often happens, please do carry 
on - you may find yourself with the makings of a booklet which could eventually be 
published. 

On the other hand, if you become bogged down and don't know where to go next, please 
do not give up. An appeal at the monthly meetings often brings forth the elusive piece of 
information or, at least, suggestions as to where it may be found. Also, Andrew TODD, 
local historian and Chairman of our Society, can often give advice. If all else fails you 
could always 'advertise' in the Newsletter! The essential thing is to record the information 
you have discovered. Many people have already recorded items for the archive, either in 
writing or on tape; extracts from some of them appear in this Newsletter. The Society is 
aware that it takes time and effort to do these things, and is always pleased to receive 
them. A pleasure which we're will be shared by future generations. 

Items for the Newsletter can be handed to myself, or the Secretary, Dorothy MOSS, at any of 
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the monthly meetings, or handed in at J & B PALMER's Pharmacy in Market Place, Ramsbottom. 

It is hoped that the Newsletter will be published twice yearly but this, of course, will depend on 

the response it receives- from both readers and writers! 

Barbara PARK 

THE LT KERBSTONE MYSTERY 

Directly opposite our front door on Albert St is a kerbstone on which has been centrally inscribed 

the letters LT. Paviour's graffiti from 1887, when the terrace was built, and the street 

(presumably) cobbled and kerbed? If it was, then the was prolific, for these letters appear on 

many other individual kerbstones in Ramsbottom. Can anyone suggest what LT could stand for? 

Andrew TODD 

PUBLICATIONS BY RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY MEMBERS 

Three of our members have published works on aspects of the history of Ramsbottom. We hope 

that in a later Newsletter it will be possible to publish a detailed review of each. In the meantime, 

below is a list of their titles. All are on sale at the Heritage Centre. 

Trade Directory Reprints 1818-1888: compiled by Andrew TODD: covers Ramsbottom, 

Edenfield, Holcombe, Tottington, Walmersley and Shuttleworth, and includes contemporary six-

inch Ordnance Survey Maps. In addition to the Directories themselves, the introduction also 

contains useful information on the whereabouts of sources for people engaged in local or family 

history research. 

Drink and Drinking in Ramsbottom 1890-91 by 'Andrew TODD is the first in a series on 

Ramsbottom during the period 1890-1891 based on items in the Ramsbottom Observer. 

Crime in Ramsbottom 1890-91 , also by Andrew TODD, is the second in the series. 

Stories in Stone by Robert HOWARTH. Stories about some of the buildings and history of 

Ramsbottom. 

Origins of the Health Service in Bury and Ramsbottom (part one) by Barbara PALMER. A 

description of charitable medical provision in the 18th and 19th Centuries and the and changes it 

brought about 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Shops in Ramsbottom - does anyone have billheads, advertisements, photographs, memories, 

anecdotes about shops in Ramsbottom? No specific time period. Please contact Irene TODD at 

78 Albert St, Ramsbottom, Bury BLO 9EL (tel: 824511, after 6.00pm). 

Ramsbottom deeds - do you have access to the deeds of your house? Deeds are some of the 

most informative sources of local history, but may be difficult to interpret. If you are willing to 

allow access to yours, please contact Andrew TODD at 78, Albert St, Ramsbottom, Bury BLO 

9EL (tel: 824511, after 6.00pm), who will be pleased to explain their contents to you. 
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Editor: Barbara Park 

 
Welcome to the second issue of the Ramsbottom Heritage Society News 
Magazine. The Magazine will be produced twice yearly in June and December 
and our aim is to provide a combination of news about the Society and its 
activities, and articles about Ramsbottom and its heritage, past and present. 
We also hope to provide a link between people who are doing research into local 
history and those who may be able to help them in some way - perhaps with local 
or specialist knowledge, photographs or documents. 

Readers will not be surprised that this particular issue is dominated (if not 
completely taken over!) by news of the Heritage Centre, which opened its doors 
to the public over the Spring Bank Holiday and had its official opening 
by the Mayor of Bury on the 17th June. The Centre is the culmination of much 
hard work on the part of many people and a 
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demonstration by Bury Council of their confidence in the Society’s ability to staff it, raise 
sufficient funds to cover its running costs, to mount displays which will attract and interest 
the people of Ramsbottom and the many people who now visit the town, and also to provide 
a sale home for the many documents, photographs and artefacts which have been entrusted 
to our care. Our first summer season has been a great success. The display - "Ramsbottom 
- the last 200 years" has been highly praised by many visitors and we all hope that the 
Centre will go from strength to strength, learning as we go, and that next year will be even 
better. Those readers who are already members of the Society will be well aware of the 
appeals for help of all kinds. If you are not a member, but would like to help, the appeals 
are reiterated throughout this magazine. As Editor I would like you to help by researching 
and writing articles for the Magazine or, better still, to carry on until you have sufficient 
material fa* a booklet. It is also essential that the many changes taking place in the town 
now are recorded either for publication or to be placed in the archive. These can be recorded 
on tape or in writing or by photography (if you choose the latter, don’t forget the Photo 
Competition!). There is also the new joint project on the Carr area which may be of interest 
to those who either feel that they do not have the time to tackle a project on their own, or just 
feel happier working as part of a team. 
By doing these things we can help to preserve our history and heritage for the benefit of 
future generations - whether it be our descendants wishing to know more about life in the 
time of their forebears or researchers wishing to study various aspects of Ramsbottom’s 
past. It is often difficult to find the time and energy to undertake these tasks, but the 
satisfaction gained makes the effort well worthwhile - whether it be a week-end session at 
the Centre, a piece of research completed, an event recorded, an idea for fund raising or 
helping out with a display. It should also be pointed out that these activities can be most 
enjoyable - new friends are made, skills and knowledge are exchanged along the way. So, 
please do give some thought to the idea of becoming involved and, if you decide to join in, 
either come along to one of the monthly meetings or pop in to see us at the Centre - you 
will be very welcome. 
At this point Î would like to thank all those people who have contributed articles - without 
their help there would be no magazine. Also Zena Middleton and John Taylor for the 
drawings, and Irene and Andrew Todd whose help and expertise are invaluable to a first 
time Editor who is “learning on the job”. 
Finally a special word of thanks to our very first sponsor, the Royal Bank of Scotland, who 
have paid for the priming of this issue and to Mr S W Heaton, Manager of the Ramsbottom 
Branch, for his help in arranging the sponsorship. Their continuing support is much 
appreciated by the Society. 
1 do hope you enjoy reading this Magazine. I realise it is impossible to “please all of the 
people all of the time” but hope that most people will find something to interest or amuse 
them. Of course, if you find that your own particular interest has not been included, then 
please sharpen your pencil or plug in your computer and send in your contribution to the 
June issue straightaway! Contributions are not just welcome-they are essential! Ideas for 
improving the magazine are also welcome - so please put on your thinking caps! 

                                                                    Barbara Park EDITOR 
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HERITAGE CENTRE UPDATE 
The official opening ceremony of Ramsbottom Heritage Centre in June 1990 was a 
remarkable event in the short life of Ramsbottom Heritage Society, inaugurated only 
three years previously. 

• In the first place, credit must go to the Committee for their perseverance and 
imagination, for how could they know whether members would give up their 
precious week-ends to keep the Centre open, and could they really find the talent to 
collect and display enough interesting materials to please the public? And how 
could they raise the WIND? 

• Secondly, credit should go to our Councillors, especially Brian Rigby, who pleaded 
our case in Committee and with Councillors at Bury, so that they took the 
courageous decision to allow our use of the redundant Library building in Carr 
Street Generous help has come from Bury Council in refurbishing, decorating and 
fitting out the building for us, and also in defraying the running costs. In addition 
the “start-up” grant was invaluable. Our thanks to them must be recorded here. 

• Thirdly the work, undertaken by “the few” who cleaned up after the workmen so that 
we could open on time, was heroic, as was that of the Display Team. 

Looking back after four months - how goes it with us? Using the grant we have equipped 
the office with workbench, filing cabinet, drawers, typewriter, telephone message recorder, 
and correct storage bays and boxes for our archives. We have bought curtains, kitchen and 
cleaning equipment, and are now proceeding to copy photographs and documents for our 
future displays. Opening each week-end and Bank Holiday, we have played our part in 
several events connected with the East Lancashire Railway, such as the visit of the 
DICKENSIAN FELLOWSHIP and THE TEDDY BEARS PICNIC. Members have come 
forward and spent happy sessions at the Centre covering one or two hour periods. So how 
can I volunteer, you will be asking. There is a ROTA SHEET available at the Centre 
covering several weeks, and we invite you, urge you (even twist your arm!) to come along 
and put your name in one of the blank spaces. The Centre is warm and comfortable and you 
will meet many friendly people. Tasks include serving on the stall, serving tea and coffee, 
welcoming visitors and inviting them to sign the visitors’ book, the enrolment of new 
members, accepting donations of items for the Archive. Best of all, you will receive a non-
stop stream of information about Ramsbottom and its past - shorthand would be a definite 
PLUS. If you were born and bred here in Ramsbottom you will thoroughly enjoy 
reminiscing about bygone days, sharing your memories and local knowledge with visitors 
and helpers alike. If you are new to the area, there is no pleasanter way of learning about 
the town and its history. Fund raising needs to be organised to cover the running costs, such 
as insurance, electricity, gas, telephone, water, cleaning and expenses incidental to the 
displays themselves. We cannot charge for entry, so we are heavily dependent upon 
membership fees and donations to the Centre. The sales counter needs developing, perhaps 
by members making items which can be sold on those days when there is a market in Bridge 
Street. This year we raised £100 selling plants and flowers donated by Dorothy Moss, 
Barbara Palmer, Norene French and others. 
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We appeal to people of all ages and talents 
people with ideas (the first prerequisite) 
people with an artistic bent to make up displays hunter/ 
gatherers to locate and collect items promised people 
to promote the Centre - press, publicity, etc woodworkers and modellers 
people with craft skills to produce saleable goods, preferably items which are 
exclusive to Ramsbottom, rather than things which are available everywhere 
else 

people with FUND RAISING IDEAS and TIME 

people to produce footpath, trail guides, or even lead walks, make maps, etc 

We believe that we are running a tight ship with a valuable cargo in full sail and on course. 
Why not join the crew? Welcome aboard. 

Barbara Palmer 

HERITAGE CENTRE HIGHLIGHTS 
Saturday 26th May 1990 - the great day dawns fair - can hardly believe we are to be so 
lucky. The display team have had only two clear days since the workmen left to set up the 
display “RAMSBOTTOM THROUGH NINE REIGNS - THE PAST 200 YEARS”, in fact 
the last two panels are put in place at 11.30 a.m. and the Centre is due to open at noon. Our 
first visitors are our local Councillors who have done so much to encourage the setting up 
of the Heritage Centre. They sign our beautiful Visitors Book, hand bound in royal blue 
leather and blocked in gold with exclusive end papers - generously donated by Mr Cyril 
Formby - to whom go our grateful thanks. A trickle of visitors follows them, local 
newspaper photographers, residents of Ramsbottom, representatives from Bury Council 
(with whom the Society has co-operated in opening the Centre). Then the trickle becomes a 
flood and over the three-day Bank Holiday we welcome over 500 people. 

On Wednesday 13th June members of the Dickensian Fellowship came to Ramsbottom and 
naturally visited the Heritage Centre. 

On Thursday 14th June the Mayor of Bury, Councillor Monty Adler, accompanied by the 
Mayoress, performed the Official Opening ceremony by unveiling a plaque. The Mayor 
and Mayoress of Rossendale, our Ramsbottom Councillors and representatives from many 

LIKE TO HELP THE CENTRE IN A “FRIENDLY” WAY? 
In exchange for a subscription of £5.00 per year, you can become a “patron” or 
“friend” of the Centre. You will receive the Magazine twice yearly and have 
the satisfaction of knowing that you are helping in a very practical way to keep 
the Centre going. 

If you are interested in supporting the Centre in this way your financial and 
moral support will be most welcome. Please contact Jack Palmer at the 
Heritage Centre (Ramsbottom 821603). 
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local authority departments also attended the ceremony, together with the Society Committee and 
all those members who helped get the Centre opened - in fact around 70 guests crowded in. 
Norene and Hilda French and Hilda Barrett, to whom we are eternally grateful, provided much 
appreciated refreshments. 

The local press covered the event and flashbulbs; video recorders and cine cameras added to the 
air of excitement (not to mention the heat of the room!). It is hoped that some of the Film will be 
shown at one of our meetings, and of course a tape recording of the event has already gone into 
the archive. On a sad note one of our special guests, Mr Jim Welding, aged 94, who lived in the 
last cottage in Nuttall, is alas no longer with us. He was well known to many people and is sadly 
missed 

Three days later, 17th June, the Mayor of Tulle, our French twin town, paid a visit. He was 
accompanied by a party of French people and all enjoyed a cup of English tea. Lillian Cullen, 
who, dressed in 18th Century costume, sat spinning as part of the Early days in Ramsbottom 

tableau, speaks fluent French and delighted the Mayor by conversing with him in his native 
language. 

In July, members of the Worsley Rotary Club came to the Centre seeking clues in their motor 
rally. It was a pleasure to greet them and also many other visitors from all parts of the country, 
and indeed the world. 

Over the late summer Bank Holiday we welcomed well over 300 visitors. The weekend coincided 
with the East Lancashire Railway’s Teddy Bears’ Picnic in Nuttall Park, so we held our own mini-
picnic with more than 60 bears on display. Each child bringing their teddy received a small gift, 
and was invited to guess the number of Teddy Bears at our picnic. The winners of the two 
inflatable teddies were Karl Howarth of Bury and Cheryl Owen of Ramsbottom. 

At the end of October the Centre closed until 24th November, to give our helpers a break, and 
allow the Display Team to prepare a new exhibition with a Christmas theme. The past six months 
have been a most exciting time for the Society. New signposts have been erected in the town. We 
have co- operated in a new guide to Ramsbottom, which we hope will give pleasure to many 
visitors during 1991. A stone horse trough has been donated by Major and Mrs Mucklow (he was 
the Huntsman to the Holcombe Hunt for many years). This is now planted with flowers and bulbs 
and makes a most attractive display outside the Centre. The Society has also been given a desk 
box made from printing blocks used at W Gram’s Square Mill, donated by Mr F Scott. Best of all, 
we have met many people, made new friends and learnt more of the history of our town. 

Our grateful thanks to our wonderful team of helpers - without them the Centre could not have 
been such a great success. 

Dorothy Moss (Secretary) 
ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Each October the Heritage Society holds a photographic competition which is open to anybody 
who has taken photographs around Ramsbottom during the year. Three prizes are normally 
awarded, as well as six Highly Commended Certificates. The photographs should show the 
flavour of Ramsbottom for the year in question, be it views of the town and surrounding area, 
special events, new architecture or demolition of existing buildings, 
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Technical perfection is not necessary, in fact snapshots have been previous winners. 

The purpose of the competition is to enable a record to be kept of the events in Ramsbottom during 
the previous 12 months. For this reason a condition of entry is that the photographs are donated to the 
archive. Over a period of time the archive should grow into a sizeable collection and should record 
all the major changes taking place in the town.  

The competition has been running for four years and the archive already has 400 pictures. They have 
all been numbered and archived into approximately 20 categories, such as Holcombe Hill, Railway, 
Bridge Street, Churches, Special Events, People, etc. Most pictures belong to two or more categories. 
The purpose of this categorisation is that when a display is required of a particular subject, a list of 
all likely photographs is immediately available, and nobody needs to search through the complete 
archive each time. 

The largest category at the moment is the Railway section, as the first competition in 1987 coincided 
with the opening of the East Lancashire Railway on 25th July, and the railway has continued to 
provide a lot of material each year. There was, for example, the accident at the level crossing in 1988, 
the opening of the station in 1989 and the new footbridge and platform in 1990. The Special Events 
section is the second largest, and this often features events connected with the railway, such as the 
Circus, the Teddy Bears’ picnic and the Santa Special. The Carnival and Country Fair appear in the 
Special Events category as well as in the Nuttall Park category. 

There is also a special category for Architecture and many of the shop fronts on Bridge Street appear 
in the archives. This is important, as shops seem to disappear overnight. For example 1988 has a 
picture of the Job Centre which wasn’t under threat at the time, but which is now closed. 1988 also 
has the building of Kwik Save and the redevelopment of Square Street and surrounding area. Square 
Street also appears in 1989 and 1990 as the buildings were demolished and a temporary car park built. 

The Landscape section has general views of Ramsbottom which are of great interest. A 
photograph taken in 1987 of Holcombe Hill from Nangreaves, for example, is different from a similar 
view in 1989, due to the growth of the Nuttall Lane estate in the middle of the picture. Indeed, it 
would be interesting if somebody could take the same view of Ramsbottom for each year’s 
competition, and then the differences could be compared and possibly a display constructed in 10 or 
20 years’ time. This is the purpose of the competition, to preserve Ramsbottom in pictures and provide 
a record year by year. If the competition didn’t exist, then in 50 years’ time the Society would not have 
immediate access to the events of 1990, and would be as dependent on public appeals as it has been 
for memories of 1940. A Heritage society should not be always looking back into the past, but should 
also be recording present events for our children and grandchildren to enjoy looking at in future years, 
and for us to share our memories with them and say “was petrol only £2.30 a gallon in 1990?” except 
that they will be saying “50p a litre!”. 

John Leyland 
1990 WINNERS 

This year’s competition was judged by Elizabeth Sykes, proprietor of Little Holcombe 
Books, and the prizewinners were: 

FIRST (The Dickensian Trophy) - John Leyland 
SECOND - Norene French 
THIRD - Tom Barrett 
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HIGHLY COMMENDED CERTIFICATES were awarded to: 

Dorothy Moss (2), Tom Barrett, Norene French, Patricia Greer and John Leyland 

Congratulations to the prize winners and thank you to all who submitted photographs. Now is the 
time to start taking pictures for next year’s competition and to continue throughout 1991. 

 

ARCHIVES 

The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary defines ARCHIVE as either a place in which historic 
documents are kept or, the historical documents so preserved themselves. The ARCHIVIST is 
defined as a person having charge of the archive, being its keeper. 

So where do these definitions find the Ramsbottom Heritage Society? I will try to tell all! We do now 
have a place where the catalogued archives can be kept and which can be called the ARCHIVE. The 
Heritage Centre has an office, part of which is the ARCHIVE. Before the Centre was opened the 
archives spent nearly two years in a filing cabinet in Jack and Barbara Palmer’s back kitchen (and 
most of the rest of the kitchen too!) and the Archivist spent thoughtful, puzzled but not unhappy 
hours there. The filing cabinet containing the archives was moved to the ARCHIVE at the Heritage 
Centre. At this point heartfelt thanks to Bob Howarth without whose filing cabinet key solving genius 
the archives would have remained lost for all time. 

However, the filing cabinet itself will not be used for storage in the new ARCHIVE. With the advice 
of Kevin Mulley, Archivist in Bury, and Jim Garretts of Bury Museum, we have learned that keeping 
items in plastic bags, old envelopes, clingfilm, or not covered at all, in flimsy files is archival suicide. 
Each item is to be refiled in archivally sound containers and stored in archive boxes in a new 
cupboard purchased for the Heritage Centre Archive. With more than 1,000 archives this is not going 
to happen overnight, but if we are to preserve them in a reasonable state, it is the only way to proceed. 
With the help of volunteers - Marion Beech, Hilda Beswick, Kathleen Denny, Madeleine Patty, 
Margaret Quayle - the contents of bulging, crumpled files are now looking a lot healthier in the new 
boxes, and should be a lot easier to find. To be as useful as possible the archives must be easy to 
locate. Still a long way to go, but encouraging to have made such a good start in such good company. 

Up to the opening of the Centre, I have worked from home using our Amstrad 8512 PCW. The items 
in process of being catalogued, or definitely nowhere near being catalogued, are in my house still. 
Many have been processed since May but the wardrobe still bulges! 

So this Archivist admitted to the Committee and the Society that it was all a bit out of hand, and 
asked for help in all areas of the work. As you have read above, many volunteered. Apart from filing 
the material, keeping the archive involves other routines which the Archivist performed, and which 
are now being streamlined as an imperative. 

Release Letters whereby a donor has to sign that their gift is an absolute one for RHS use, and which 
were sent out by the Archivist, have been replaced with Release Forms which, whenever possible, 
are filled in and signed at the time the donation is received. The forms are available at the Centre and 
at meetings, where it is hoped that most of the donations will be handed in. If you would like a few 
copies of these forms do ask. Barbara Park has volunteered to send any Release Letters needed if 
there is the odd snag in the new system. 
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Barbara also helps with computer work, as she has the same machine as the Archivist 

Cataloguing. Each item handed to the Archivist has to be catalogued ie described, dated, allocated 
a position by subject in the Archive, the donor’s name listed, and be given a number. This is the 
vital process - nothing else will happen if this isn’t done. It is then recorded by subject in the Record 
of Archives. The Donors and Loaners are then listed in name order. These three jobs have been 
streamlined and made far less time-consuming anti boring by using the word processor. Three 
copies of item records are printed out and tipped into the Card Index, Record of Archive (Joan 
Murphy is glad to do this) and the third sent to volunteer Kathleen Frost, who has used her computer 
skills to compile a magnificent Donors and Loaners File, which can be simply amended at any time. 
Linda Owen will do any typing needed. For instance, handwritten memories are always typed out, 
and eventually die whole record will need reprocessing. Barbara Palmer is experienced in obtaining 
good copies of photographs and does most of this work, as well as all her other work for the RHS. 

What is crystal clear is that we must make use of word processors/computers. Many societies don’t 
keep an ARCHIVE at all. Many are snowed under and are coming to the same conclusions about 
the use of the computer as the RHS Archivist. The RHS, if not snowed under, is just waving its hand 
above the snow. My word processor has to stay in our home as my husband needs it for his business. 
I am determined to get hold of a satisfactory second-hand one and the committee, who have all been 
very supportive, will consider the purchase as soon as funds can be found. (If anyone can help in 
the search, the committee would appreciate it very much). The ARCHIVE office has been well 
equipped with a fine desk, drawers, cupboard, so 1 can take uncatalogued items to the Centre and 
bring them back to my house a few at a lime to work on, until the Centre has a computer. So maybe 
I’ll be allowed to live at home a bit longer! 

I hope this hasn’t been too boring. We all want the ARCHIVE to be a success but I had to explain 
what is involved in achieving this. It cannot be done by one person, so all effort is being made to 
make it an efficient and usable collection, with the help of volunteers and technology. Otherwise, 
there is little hope of success, only chaos. Any positive ideas from any reader will be welcomed. 
Thanks to members, friends, not named here, for their encouragement with ideas, knowledge and 
humour.  

Whilst eventually we hope that our archives can be available for research, I think it must be some 
time before this becomes possible. Sometimes now I feel I don’t give a big enough hello to new 
accessions as my heart is actually sinking! With help from members I hope to be jollier. So I will 
not sign off as Archivist because I would like to be part of an Archival Group. Remember there is 
always room for you. I’ll be gaffer! 

Brenda Decent (Archivist) 

 
RAMSBOTTOM - WHAT’S IN A NAME? (New theory unearthed?) 

Since coming to live in Ramsbottom 18 years ago, I have heard various ideas about the origin of 
our town’s name: ideas that range from the fanciful to the downright profane! 

One idea that seems to have found favour in recent years is that Ramsbottom was so named because 
it was die “Valley of Ramsons, or Wild Garlic”. As a botanist, I have always been 
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sceptical about this. Ramsons is certainly a rare plant in Ramsbottom today. In my 18 years in the 
area, I have only seen three plants that have not obviously been planted by man, and they were all 
in the Holcombe Brook area, rather than Ramsbottom itself. I have been told that Ramsons used 
to be prolific in the grounds of the former Aitken Sanatorium, but I have not seen it there myself 
and know nothing of its origin or possible introduction at this site. 

Similarly, a reasonably thorough search of the old botanical literature that exists for this area has 
revealed nothing to suggest that the status of Ramsons was ever very different I have certainly not 
found any evidence that Ramsons was ever sufficiently abundant here to merit naming the place 
after it. 

I was interested then to find the following paragraph in a book that recently came my way in the 
course of business. The book is called Round about Bradford written by William Cudworth, 
published in 1876 and, I think, reprinted several times since. On page nine, under the heading 
“Local Nomenclature”, we find: 

Legrams (a district near Bradford) is a corruption of “ley” or low-lying, and “ram”, Norse for 
strong: and, as applied to land, indicating a stiff clay soil. It is the same as Ramsbottom. The family 
name of “Ingram”, when we think of it in connection with Temple Newsam (an erstwhile stately 
home near Leeds), has a more aristocratic sound than “Ramsbottom”, but it means precisely the 
same thing. Etymology is a radical science in more senses than one!” 

As anyone who has tried to garden in Ramsbottom will surely agree, this is a far more likely, if 
more prosaic; origin of the name. There is ample evidence of Norse settlers in the area, and the 
nature of the soil - which would greatly influence their daily lives, livelihood and food - would be 
a sufficiently important factor to merit giving a name to the area; much more so than the possible 
abundance or otherwise of an economically not very important plant. 

So without making any claim of originality, I would like to suggest that this explanation - valley 
of stiff clay - is both more down to earth (! !) and more likely than die other ideas I have heard. 

Trust a Yorkshireman to dent the more fanciful notions of his Lancashire neighbours! 

John Sykes 

[Has John finally dug up the truth about the origins of our town’s name? Or do you adhere to one 
of the older theories? Or do you have an even more earth-shattering explanation? Comments are 
eagerly awaited.] 

 

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF A DEDICATED GARDENER 

April 

For a second year the winter was unusually mild with little snow and no sustained frost. Dire 
warnings were issued of dreadful attacks of beasties in the garden - slugs - aphids - and worse. 

But in fact the first delight was the explosion in the ladybird population, well ahead of the aphids 
in our garden. One may think that this boded well in the “green" fight against the pests, but not so. 
Soon blackfly encrusted our Viburnum and giant juicy grey aphids smothered the lupins. No 
matter how many ladybirds were encouraged to attend the banquet, the food was never to their 
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liking. They preferred instead to amble about in the warm soil and bask on the stones in 
the sunshine. Later, the greenfly appeared on the rose trees in the yard, at least the colour 
did not clash, but on approach they leaped about in a veritable cloud. Yes, we had rose 
hopper as well and soon the leaves dropped. 

May 

May was a hot dry month, and later record temperatures were reached, 90F in the shade 
and over 100F in our yard. Meals were taken out of doors under the rose tree not yet 
denuded. Drought soon threatened after the long hot summer of ’89 and the dry winter, but 
dozens of frogs enjoyed the sun on the pond and the slugs were well controlled for months. 
A blissful time passed watching the birds nesting. Wrens built in the garden wall, tits in 
their boxes, thrushes in the ivy and the songs of the robin, dunnock, blackbird and 
finches… . but what noise was that? 

The rooks from Kay Brow rookery (an ancient settlement even if a shifting one, and a noisy 
gang at the best of times) had transferred themselves to the oak and beech at the foot of the 
garden and were in dire distress. For days they cried out, at their wits end seemed to best 
describe their behaviour. For many of their trees by the lodge had been felled - the trees 
where they had built nests and were breeding as was their custom. A sad time. 

July 

Happier days were spent watching the Greater Spotted Woodpecker feed in the dead elm 
tree, a real treasure house. Perhaps this was the youngster “spotted” two years ago, the first 
in our garden, and now a regular visitor. Other newcomers were a brown capped Blackcap 
and a return visit by several Spotted Flycatchers. These delightful birds are small, brown 
and nondescript in appearance and will sit on their chosen perch, perhaps a telephone line 
or a tall garden stoop or a branch in our favourite dead elm, from where they will make a 
looping flight to catch insects on the wing, returning then to the same perch. Only they can 
do this. 

September 

Butterflies have increased in number in the garden and each year seems to bring something 
new. Orange Tips and Tortoiseshells and Red Admirals add colour to the Michaelmas 
Daisies and the ivy, but this year we were delighted to find a Comma butterfly feeding 
alongside their commoner relatives. This joins the fritillary and the blue as “one off’ 
visitors, but we will be watching closely next year. 

Maybe the changes have come about as a result of the mild winters, more a bonus than the 
predicted disaster, or maybe of the hot summers. Even the oak and beech are overladen 
with nuts and the ground beneath is a crunchy surface. Today, for the first time in our 
garden I have seen a grey squirrel. Or perhaps all this is happening following the 
disturbance of the habitats between Nuttall and Summerseat? 

If you find that this is not gardening as you know it, it is however the true reason 
that I sign myself.                                                                          A Dedicated Gardener. 
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Local historian and artist John Taylor is well known for his fascinating book on 
the date stones of Rossendale “Stories in Stone" and many members will 
remember the excellent talk and slide show which he gave to the Heritage Society 
on the same topic. John is now researching a book on the datestones of 
Ramsbottom and asks us to assist him in his task.... 

 
A MONUMENTAL TASK (Discovering the Datestones of Ramsbottom) 

When a building is started, or refurbished, the builder or owner will often 
incorporate a dated stone. This datestone, sometimes with initials or names, 
sometimes elaborately decorative, although obvious at the time, becomes a 
tangible historical feature as the years roll by. An oldish datestone on a cottage, 
together with an analysis of its architectural style and other knowledge of the 
building, may be the key to its age and history. Seemingly a contradiction, 
datestones are sometimes made of brick, slate, woo d, metal, glass or plastic as 
well as the more usual stone, but they are all termed datestones. They are found 
on every type of building from mansion house to hen-cote. They come in various 
shapes and sizes and are not always as expected over the entrance or on the main 
frontage. An unusual type of datestone quite common in Ramsbottom is found on 
or just under the stone trough or guttering. There are many different types of 
datestone from foundation stones of churches, iron girders in old mills, lamp posts 
with maker’s names and commemorative plaques to drainpipe heads and peals of 
inscribed bells. All these are included as long as they have a date. The older pre-
1750 datestones are usually carved in relief, the letters and numbers being solid 
and projecting with the background carved away. The more modem type of 
datestones are usually incut or incised like an ordinary gravestone. Some 
datestones incorporate unusual decorations such as flowers or objects, some of 
which may have symbolic meanings. 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

One of the Society's most important aims is to encourage research into Ramsbottom and its 
past. A group of members has recently begun researching the Carr, Tanners, Springwood 
area, looking at housing, mills and the land. Census returns, directories, maps, photographs, 
newspapers, and other documents will be used as well as people's personal recollections. 

It is hoped eventually our findings will be published either as a booklet or as an article in 
the Magazine. 

If you are interested in becoming involved in this project, or have any information which 
may help, please contact us at the Heritage Centre. We would also like to hear from people 
who are already involved in their own research, or who have ideas for further group projects. 
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To sort out the full name or names behind any initials on a datestone involves a lot of book 
and newspaper reading and research into census returns, directories and electoral registers, 
wills and parish registers. Much work on this is still possible. It can be a never-ending 
task. In 1972, in preparation for a local history slide show, urged by Rev Roy Carmyllie, a 
chronological check list was issued. Since then more eyes have been looking and recently 
various members of the Heritage Society have been very helpful. Look in at the Heritage 
Centre where a photocopy of much of the 50-page book is on display. 

* Is your datestone in? ♦ Can you add any information. 

I will never say I have recorded all the Ramsbottom datestones. There are new ones being 
carved right now and there will always be a few lurking in cellars, hidden in gardens or 
just unnoticed. So please keep me posted of any discoveries which you make. You may 
even get your name in the acknowledgements if you find a datestone which I have not yet 
recorded! 

* * * COMPETITION * * * 

In order to get our eyes focussed and our brains thinking ‘‘datestones” Andrew Todd 
suggests the following competition. 

Do you know the location of the following six datestones? 

Entries to the Editor, Ramsbottom Heritage Centre, Carr Street, Ramsbottom, to arrive not 
later than 1st April 1991. The first correct entry out of the hat will be the winner and will 
receive a small prize (yet another mystery!) 

Solution and prizewinners will be announced in the June issue of RHS News 
Magazine. 

 
        RAMSBOTTOM RECOLLECTIONS: 

CHILDHOOD IN STUBBINS LANE IN THE EARLY 1920s 

Across from the house was a low wall behind which was a goit. This fed the Victoria Mill, 
where we used to play amongst the skips in the mill yard. George Smith the greengrocer 
from Stubbins, used to go round with a horse and cart; these he stabled here. Across from 
the mill was the Working Men’s Club and next to the Club was the White Lion (The 
Ramsbottom Prize Band used to play there on Christmas morning). 
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Along from the pub, standing well back from the road was the pebble beach; so called because the 
pavement was all cobbled. Then came the twelve row and the six row (guess how many houses 
these had!) 

On the other side of the road from these rows was a coal yard, then Mr. Marsden had a smithy. Next 
came Hillary’s builders. They had a mortar wheel. It used to fascinate us watching the mortar being 
made. Then came the tram shed and next to that the spare ground (now the Town’s Yard) which we 
called the Lodge. On this was a tank and a cannon from the First World War. We used to play on 
them on our way home from St Paul’s School. (My father told me strolling players used to give 
shows there). 

In Stubbins, old Charlie, the clogger, had a shop next to the Co-op. That was where we took our 
clogs for new irons; it was great kicking sparks after they had been shod. 

Sunday would see my sister and myself going to the Mission in Stubbins Street and in the evening, 
after an early tea, Mother and Father would take us fora walk. It was always round Alder Bottom 
and, when we got to the nine arches, Charlie Reeves had a wooden hut which he used as a shop. 
Dad always bought us some sweets. I always wanted Rowntree’s Clear Gums, 6d (2 1/2p) a quarter 
- they used to last me all week. 

We would then go through the Snig Hole, or sometimes Ravenshore, but Dad always stopped to 
have a word with an old gentleman by the name of Mr Sparrow: he had a lovely garden. From there 
we went on to the moor to pick cotton, then back home down Buckden, arriving back tired but 
happy. 

With loving parents, my sister and myself truly had a happy childhood on Stubbins 
Lane.                          Mrs Mary Rothwell 

 
RAMSBOTTOM’S IRON RAILINGS 

To many people it must be a mystery what happened to the iron railings of the town. Along Bolton 
Road West in particular the evidence of their existence is very clear in the form of bum marks made 
by a cutting torch on the small walls and door posts of the houses. 

In the early days of the Second World War the Ministry of Supply decided to remove iron railings 
from all over the country to help the War effort Ramsbottom had a number of streets with lovely 
ironwork but it had to go. Some still remain and the reason for their fortunate survival is that 
railings could be kept if the householder could show it would be dangerous to remove them. We 
should remember that at this time a Blackout was in existence and people, particularly children, 
could be at risk. 

Among the ones still remaining are those above the shops on Bolton Road West at Holcombe 
Brook; the railings at present being painted and preserved facing St Joseph’s Church in Bolton 
Street; down the side of the plumbers shop on Bolton Street and at the front and side of the Baptist 
Chapel. Some also remain in Lodge Street, Tanners Terrace and Douglas Street and in front of the 
houses on Ramsbottom Lane. A few others still survive. I hope that we can keep and preserve them. 

Fred Entwistle 
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THE SHUTTLEWORTH ROAD DISPUTE, 1836-9 

The principal roads in our area were, for the greater part of a century, maintained by turnpike trusts. 
These comprised local industrialists, landowners, farmers and members of the professional classes 
who wanted to see standards of road maintenance improved. The trusts were created by individual 
Acts of Parliament, with powers to raise loans, and to service these by charging tolls. 

It is well known that the system aroused much hostility. Tolls were payable immediately die trust 
came into being, even though improvements to the road might take years to materialise. Also, local 
responsibility for maintenance did not disappear when a road was turnpiked. Since 1555, the 
inhabitants of each township were required by law to undertake ‘statute labour’, thereby keeping 
the township’s roads in repair. Inhabitants took it in turns each year to serve, unpaid, as the 
‘surveyor of highways’ - the township officer who supervised his neighbours’ surly efforts to fill 
potholes and perhaps lay a few stones. Statute labour was abolished in 1835 (it had largely 
disappeared anyway), and a highway rate was payable instead, so that regular road labourers could 
be employed by the township. 

Turnpike trusts were able to demand an appropriate proportion of a township’s statutory obligation 
- thus a farmer might find himself paying tolls to drive his produce to its market, and also having 
to contribute to the maintenance of the same stretch of road through his annual rates payment. It 
must have been a commonly expressed sentiment that people were paying twice for the same road. 

I have never found any references to attacks in our area on tollhouses or their associated gates. It is 
clear, however, from a wad of solicitors’ correspondence that I was loaned this summer, that 
feelings against one local turnpike ran very high at the beginning of Victoria’s reign. 

Mr Geoffrey Wild PH1LIP50N, who now lives in Hoghton, is descended from the WILDs of 
Shuttle worth and Higher Barn, Holcombe, and these documents are in his possession because 
Richard WILD of Shuttleworth Mill was Shuttleworth surveyor of highways for 1837-8. (Although 
part of the township of Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth, the Hamlet/ Division of Shuttleworth was 
independent for highway purposes.) 

The Rochdale and Edenfield Trust’s road entered Shuttleworth at Dearden Clough, passed 
through Turn Village, and left the township at Cheesden Bridge, two miles in all. Much of this was 
a new line of road, supplanting the older route from Shuttleworth to Rochdale along such trackways 
as Black Lane. During the 40 odd years since 1795 (when its Act had been passed) the trust and the 
Hamlet of Shuttleworth appear to have co-existed without disagreement, although evidence to the 
contrary may appear in future. Turnpike trusts, however, invariably became financially insolvent 
and one way out of difficulty 'would have been to exploit township responsibility for repair as much 
as possible. Almost certainly, the Highways Act of 1835 created some legal grey area which one 
side or other saw as potentially a means of escaping some financial obligation. 

The correspondence begins with a letter dated 11th March 1837 from Thomas HOLDEN, of the 
Bolton solicitors WOODHOUSE and HOLDEN, addressed somewhat generally to ‘The 
Inhabitants of Shuttleworth’ (one wonders how it was ever delivered). The hamlet had been indicted 
at the Quarter Sessions, held at New Bailey Courthouse, Salford, for ‘not repairing the 
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Rochdale and Edenfield Turnpike Road’. HOLDEN had retained a London barrister, Lawrence 
PEEL, who had demonstrated to the court that the turnpike trust’s indictment was defective. 
HOLDEN, however, urged the inhabitants not to think that they had won: 

I can now only give you the same advice and opinion (which I have all along expressed to 

gentlemen who have consulted me on the subject) that you should without delay proceed 

to the repair of the road in question, because I do not entertain a shadow of doubt that by 

the Common Law you are liable to do those repairs... 

Ultimately, concluded the solicitor, Shuttleworth would face a fine as well as being compelled to 
make the repairs; and 

the longer the road remains unrepaired, the more, it is probable, will be the cost of 

reinstating it 

There was a possibility, however, under the new 1835 Act, that the trust could be forced to contribute 
to the maintenance expenses. Determined to fight on, the inhabitants in May 1837 issued a summons 
against James GASKELL, surveyor to the Rochdale and Edenfield Trust, to compel him to repair the 
disputed road. The magistrates found in their favour, and the Shuttleworth surveyor commissioned 
one Robert KAY of ‘Nuttallane’ to produce an estimate of the likely expense of the repairs. For this 
service, he charged £l-00s-0d, and had to wait nine months for his bill to be settled. The delay could 
have been because KAY’s was just one of several bills to be met - Thomas HOLDEN had submitted 
one in March 1837 for £22-1 ls-2d, and more were to follow. 
At the September Quarter Sessions, the turnpike trust got their original indictment upheld, and it 
becomes clear that there was considerable discontent amongst some inhabitants about the whole 
issue. 19 of them summoned a meeting to be held ‘at the House of Lawrance DUCKWORTH 
innkeeper’ at 6.00pm on Wednesday 27th September. (Another notice in the collection indicates that 
this was then known as The Duckworth Arms.) The purpose of the meeting included 

putting a stop to the Wastefull Expending the Hamlets Money in Law [sic] and for haveing 

it shown by the Surveyor Richard WILD how much Money the [sic] have spent in Law 

already and Whether it was not determined by the Law Last quarter Sessions that the 

Hamlet must mend the Road the same as if there had been no Law.. 

 

The notice carried the following names: 
EH LEACH Richard GRIME Closes 
John HOWARTH More Side Jeffrey GRIME - - 
John RAMSBOTTOM Limit George LORT Turns th lane [?] 
Robert HOWARTH Smithy Hill George RAMSBOTTOM Engine 
James HILL Dunggon Richd RAMSBOTTOM Moss 
James HOLT Bottom Lane James HOLT Bottom o Lane 
George RAMSBOTTOM Brick House Mr[s?] P HALL Nackey [?Knockers] 
John HILL Wham George PICKUP Top oth Lee 
John ASHWORTH Kay Barn George HORROCK Brookbottom 
Henry-RAMSBOTTOM Lime Shore 
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Judging from those of the above farm names which are readily identifiable on the First Edition six-
inch Ordnance Survey map (surveyed 1844-8) this list represents a perambulation around properties 
in the upper part of Shuttleworth! Clearly, these were the farms whose owners would benefit most 
from the repair of the disputed road, since it passed close to their holdings. Conversely, the rest of 
the hamlet’s ratepayers stood to benefit rather less from the repairs, hence their determination to 
seek any possible legal pretext for evading the expense. 

Although we do not know what transpired at The Duckworth Arms that evening, we can be certain 
that it must have been stormy. Richard WILD may well have faced tough questioning. For almost 
certainly, WOODHOUSE & HOLDEN’s bill of £37 12s 9d for April-September had arrived, 
addressed to him at Shuttleworth Mill. 

One factor in the dispute seems to have been that Wolstenholme, the next highway division along 
the turnpike/was also involved in litigation with the trust. The ‘don’t repair’ party were apparently 
waiting for that case to be settled so that a precedent were established. In a letter of 11th December 
1837, Thomas HOLDEN was again strongly advising WILD to instigate repair work which had 
clearly still not been started: 

I have this morning seen the copy of a Bill which has been Introduced by Government 

(similar to the one brought forward last session, but dropped by the King’s death) & 

which meets the present case, leaving it to the Justices to Investigate the trustees 

accounts & to apportion the repairs either upon the Trustees or Inhabts. of townships, 

as the state of funds permits. 

Nevertheless, the Shuttleworth ratepayers remained divided on the issue, convinced that they dared 
not expend rates until they were unanimous - clearly, the surveyor might find himself personally 
exposed to legal proceedings for illegal expenditure from the ‘don’t repair’ group! 
At Easter 1838, Richard WILD’s year of office came to an end; consequently the correspondence 
from HOLDEN was henceforth directed to the new surveyor. This was a member of the ‘repair’ 
party, Henry RAMSBOTTOM, whose name had appeared on the notice summoning the 
Duckworth Arms meeting. 
The only clue we gain about the outcome of the dispute is contained in the last document in the 
WILD collection. It is a notice issued by Thomas FERRAND, the turnpike trust’s solicitor, 
informing the inhabitants of Shuttleworth that application would be made to Quarter Sessions at 
Salford on 25th February 1839 for payment of the fine of £350. This had been imposed by the court 
on 8th January 1838, and had evidently still not been paid. 

If the fine was eventually paid, the total cost to the inhabitants of Shuttleworth of their 
disagreement with the trust must have approached £500. It must have caused acrimony within the 
small community for years. One wonders how many similar cases of parochial dispute about road 
repair could be found in the records of Quarter Sessions or turnpike trusts. Parochialism, however, 
may be too grand a word - for the dispute was not between parishes, not between townships, but 
really between the two parts of a division of a township! I doubt whether the dictionary has an 
administrative word for it. 

I am grateful to Mr Geoffrey Wild PHILIPSON for the loan of these documents, and for permission 
to take the photocopies which have been deposited in our archives. 

Andrew Todd 
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WELCOME TO OUR THIRD NEWS MAGAZINE 

It is now a year since we first decided to mark the opening of the Heritage Centre with 
what was intended to be a small newsletter for Society members, but which has in 
fact turned out to be a fully-fledged News Magazine. 
The Heritage Centre now one year old continues to attract many visitors. It was 
announced at the May meeting that over 8000 people had visited the Centre 
since it opened. 



2  

The display Transport in Ramsbottom is proving to be very popular and part of the previous 

display, Granny's Kitchen, has been retained by popular demand. The whole exhibition is a credit 

to the small but dedicated Display team and also to all the people who have loaned or donated items 

for the displays. 

Reaction to the Magazine has been most encouraging. Issue No 1 has completely sold out and at 

time of writing there are very few copies remaining of issue 2, even though more were printed. 

There has been some interesting feedback to articles in previous issues, a particularly pleasing 

development as, in addition to providing news of the Society and articles of local interest, I like to 

think of the Magazine acting as a kind of "information exchange" for people who are searching 

for information and those who are able to help. 

It is encouraging when people read an article and are inspired to go out and discover more 

information for themselves - even more so when they write it up as an article for the Magazine! 

This also applies to the exhibitions at the Centre. As you will see a number of items in this 

Magazine have a transport theme - surely not unconnected with the current exhibition Transport 

in Ramsbottom. 

On Saturday 27th April the steam train went through to Rawtenstall for the first time since 

the line closed. Crowds of people thronged the station in the brilliant sunshine, bands played, 

civic dignitaries spoke and eventually the signals gave the all clear, the crossing gates opened 

and the train chugged through. 

On the 21st April a historic event of a different kind took place - Census Day. Census Returns 

are a valuable source of information to local history researchers and family historians. I wonder 

what our descendants will make of the information about life in 1991 when it is opened to public 

inspection in 100 years’ time? We shall not be here to find out! We can however look forward to 

the publication of the 1891 Census quite soon which will surely be closely scrutinised for clues 

about life a century ago. 

The Society continues with its programme of monthly meetings, visits and walks (see inside 

back cover for details), and in April we celebrated our FOURTH BIRTHDAY. Meetings 
continue to attract good attendances and on one or two occasions recently we have even had to 

bring in more chairs to accommodate capacity audiences! 

The archive is still receiving numerous interesting donations and loans - so many in fact that we 

may even have to computerise them! For more on this subject read Brenda DECENT's article 

on page 9. 

The National Westminster Bank have generously sponsored this issue of the Magazine and 

on behalf of the Society I wish to thank them for their support which is much appreciated. 

Thanks also to everyone who has helped to produce the Magazine not least all those who have 

contributed articles and drawings. I hope that their efforts will inspire some of you to follow their 

example and send in material for the next issue. 

Items for future issues of the Magazine may be left, preferably as early as possible, at the 

Heritage Centre, Carr Street, Ramsbottom, handed in at the monthly meetings, or sent direct to 

the Editor, Barbara PARK, 

I look forward to receiving your ideas, articles, news, reviews and reactions to items in the 

Magazine, I hope there are lots of them! I also hope that you enjoy reading this issue 
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RAMSBOTTOM MODEL RAILWAY CLUB - HISTORY IN MINIATURE 

Ramsbottom Model Railway Club began in August 1978 with an idea from colleagues at work 

with a mutual interest in model railways. A notice was displayed in the Library and in early 

September nine enthusiasts met at the house of one of the proposers. After a lengthy discussion it was 

decided to form the Ramsbottom Model Railway Club with a view to building a model layout 

of Ramsbottom and a Committee was duly elected. 

At this stage we had a Club with a Committee and a purpose but no premises. Over the next few 

weeks a number of options were discussed and investigated but proved fruitless. Then it was 

discovered that a room was available at Stubbins Church, but unfortunately it was in the roof of 

the Church. However, after taking some measurements it was decided to accept and planning 

began. 

The original idea of a model of Ramsbottom from Nuttall Tunnel to Stubbins was discovered 

to be rather an ambitious project. In fact to model this distance in the scale of 1 inch to 1 foot 

would require a length of some 40 feet (our room was roughly 18 feet at the most). However, by 

using a little "modellers licence", we were able to condense the layout and by making the model 

triangular we were able to fit in the major details. This enabled us to form storage sidings at the 

rear, giving us continuous running. Fortunately, one of our members had a certain amount of 

experience in building model railways and was able to advise us as we proceeded to construct our 

layout. 

Space in our loft was limited and access was difficult, so it was with relief that we discovered 

an alternative venue at Patmos Church Hall. A meeting was arranged with the Trustees and an 

agreement was reached on tenancy. Some work was necessary to make the building habitable and 

acceptable for our needs and finally, in December 1978, we moved premises and this has been the 

home of the model railway for the last 12 years. 

The size of the building enabled us to enlarge our original plan and work began once again on the 

construction of the layout. 

We appealed through the local press for photos and memories of the Railway and its adjoining 

buildings and area, but it was found that very little was available. Because little had changed in 

the area around Stubbins which we were to model, a start was made there from photos taken by 

members. 

Ramsbottom station and surrounding area proved more difficult, but with the help of some old 

photographs in the Ramsbottom booklets published by Tower Press, the recollections of some 

of our members and a cine film of the demolition of the station, gradually things began to take 

shape. 

It was not until 1980 that the first phase of the model was operational and since that date 

alterations and modifications have been continually taking place. 

The layout was designed in sections with the long term view of exhibiting at other venues and in 

our earlier years we staged fund raising Open Days at St. Paul's school. We also went along to St. 

Andrew's Spring Fair in 1984 and on one memorable occasion we were invited to Bleakholt Spring 

Fair where we shared a stable with a braying donkey - what a hilarious experience that was! 

After long consultations with the Patmos Trustees over the next few years we were finally given 

the opportunity to purchase the building. In 1983 work ceased on the layout for some months 

whilst more repair and maintenance was done on the premises. 
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During the period of our existence we have had numerous members, sometimes as many as 30 

adults and juniors together on one evening. Present membership stands at nine adults and one 

junior member. Three of the adults are founder members. 

Although we try to encourage juniors, many of them soon realise that joining the model railway 

club is not just a night out playing with trains. There are many skills attached to railway 

modelling which some youngsters find boring and sometimes complicated. The skills which 

can be taught include design and planning for baseboard construction which also includes joinery 

and basic carpentry; electrics and simple electronics; modelling skills for making buildings and 

rolling stock; and artistic ability for painting and finishing the models. 

Trains can be kept running by two people but need a minimum of five people to operate at 

Exhibition times. Trains are run to a programme which is a series of moves (43 in all) involving 

all locomotives on the layout at some time. This ensures something moving at all times on the 

tracks and typifies some of the standard moves which would normally have taken place. The 

whole operation takes 90 minutes from start to finish by which time each train is back to where it 

started and the whole process begins again. 

At the time of compiling this account we are negotiating with the Bury Metro Tourist Board with 

a view to becoming part of the Ramsbottom tourist industry. Should this become a reality then 

the Railway Club will probably be open on Sundays, Market days and other occasions when 

we have sufficient members available. 

In addition to being a local society whose story is of interest in its own right, the Model 

Railway also preserves, in miniature form, an important part of Ramsbottom's heritage. 

Harry DENNIS, Vice Chairman, RMRC 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS IN FOCUS 
The first exhibition at the Heritage Centre this year 

included the work of three outstanding local photographers: 

J Eric BIRCHALL ARPS of Crawshawbooth, Roy 

FISHWICK of Ramsbottom and Dr G Neil GILMORE of 

Tottington. 

Eric BIRCHALL was hooked on photography in his teens and 

since his retirement from the engineering trade works 

professionally as a photographer. He photographs in black 

and white and for this exhibition displayed studies 

of places and people taken in Lancashire. He obviously has 

a good sense of humour. His work has been on show in many 

parts of the UK and internationally. 

Neil GILMORE has also had his work accepted by international exhibitions. He uses colour 

and concentrates on natural history. He has travelled widely with his camera. For the Centre's 

exhibition he showed, for example, many close-up photographs of butterflies 
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and birds and some spectacular shots taken in the Arches National Park, in the USA. Roy 

FISHWICK has lived in Ramsbottom for nearly 50 years. He is one of our members 

and is a professional photographer. many of us will have seen his work in the local press over the 

years. We have quite a collection in our archives. For this exhibition his photographs were of local 

winter scenes causing viewers to take a new look at the familiar 

 
Altogether the variety of style and subject of the photographs made a most enjoyable 

exhibition with which to start 1991. Many thanks to Eric, Neil and Roy. 
 

 
HERITAGE 

CENTRE 

Brenda DECENT 

The Centre, despite its success, or perhaps because of it, is still in need of more helpers. We had a 

good response to our last appeal but due to illness, removals, and other commitments, we seem 

to have lost quite a few of our regular helpers at least temporarily. As a 'result we are once again in need 

of extra help, especially with the busy summer season here. 

An hour or so each week or fortnight would be a great help to the present willing band. No 

experience is necessary - most of us have never done anything like this before so we all live and 

learn together. If you were born and bred in Ramsbottom you will find yourself in great demand as a 

source of information and also, occasionally, as a (tactful!) Referee between people whose memories 

of a place or event do not coincide! If you are a young person or are new to the area you are just as 

welcome. Working at the Centre is really most enjoyable - whether "playing shop" at the counter, 

serving refreshments to thirsty visitors (and even more thirsty helpers!) or receiving the visitors as 

they arrive and ensuring that they sign our visitors book. 

As a Heritage Centre helper myself I always enjoy my time at the Centre but two occasions I will never 

forget were our very first school visit when the Centre was filled to bursting with children - the four 

helpers simply disappeared beneath the tide! The other occasion was an early morning visit by a 

delegation from China. They were involved in tourism and railways so were visiting the Heritage 

Centre and the ELR. They presented us with badges and engine drivers neckerchiefs which we 

immediately put on display - and which are now in the archives. They also left us an advertisement 

for a guest house in their home town in case anyone is able to return their visit! 

We have had many visitors from overseas including France, Canada, USA., Australia, Fĳi 

- not to mention far flung corners of the U.K. 

The Display Team are also in dire need of help. Most people seem to think that it is just a matter of 

being "artistic" and arranging displays so if their talents do not lie in that direction they do not 

volunteer. But there are many ways in which almost everyone can help. Documents, photographs, 

artefacts, all have to be located, collected, listed, and researched before they can be displayed and 

dismantled and returned afterwards. This all takes a lot of time especially when there are only a few 

people to do it and a few extra hands for a few hours would make all the difference. People with 

display experience and/or other artistic talents would, of course, be particularly welcome. 

If YOU would like to join in and help, please contact Dorothy MOSS or Barbara PALMER at 

the Heritage Centre during opening hours or leave a message on the answering machine (0706 

821603). 
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RAMSBOTTOM'S IRON RAILINGS 
In the Winter issue of the magazine Fred ENTWISTLE wrote about the fate of Ramsbottom's iron 

railings. Mr G Ashworth, who now lives in Grange over Sands, has sent us the following item 

from the records of the Methodist Church, Market Place (now known as Christ Church) which 

explains what happened to some of them. 

"We came across a note in the accounts in 1949 that we received the sum of £9 from the Ministry 

of Works as compensation for the compulsory removal of part of the iron railings let into the stone 

work in front of the Church. 

"The job was never finished - old iron became unwanted. In later years we had to complete the 

removal of the rest of the rails and also take down the stone wall, so that we could complete 

the "flagging" of the forecourt of the Church." 

 

THE ROOKS OF RAMSBOTTOM 
 

No, not another long-settled human family, but a much more ancient part of our heritage - a 

population of birds. Those much maligned bald-faced, longer-billed relatives of the carrion 

crow, that have the fascinating habit of nesting in the same large traditional 

colonies year after year. This makes them relatively easy to study as well 

as, unfortunately, easy to destroy. 

Over much of Britain, the rook has been declining in numbers for at least 

the last 30 years. A number of possible reasons for this have been 

suggested; ranging from poisoning by agricultural chemicals to loss of 

feeding grounds for building, felling of nesting trees and loss of nesting trees because of 

Dutch Elm Disease in some areas. Probably a different combination of factors is responsible 

in different areas. As part of a long-term study of rooks in East Lancashire, most of our local 

rookeries have been censused each year since 1962; while, since 1977, members of the 

Rossendale Ornithologists' Club have counted the nests in all the rookeries within the former 

Ramsbottom Urban District. In view of the item in "Extracts from the Diary of a Dedicated 

Gardener" in issue No 2 of this magazine, I thought members might be interested in a 

summary of the results of this work. These are shown, briefly, in Table 1: 

 

 

 
Table 1: The Number of Nests in Ramsbottom Rookeries 

Location 1977 1990 Higher figures 

   from earlier years 

Holcombe Brook 8 0 39 (1967) 

Holcombe Church 76 44  

Summerseat 87 47  

Kay Brow 6 18 68 (1949), 63 (1964) 

Stubbins 56 3 74 (1963) 

Edenfield (Crow Woods) 22 0 47 (1962) 

Shuttleworth Churchyard 53 50 104 (1973) 

Edenfield (Bridge Mill) 1 0  

TOTAL 309 162  



 

Table 1 shows that over the 14 years of the survey, our breeding population of rooks has declined 

from 309 nesting pairs to 162; a 47.5% decrease. The third column in the Table suggests that the 

decrease has been going on longer than this and is, in fact, much greater. Consideration of 

individual rookeries can suggest reasons for the decline in some places. At Holcombe Brook, most 

of the remaining nests were in a single elm tree which succumbed to disease and was subsequently 

felled. At Summerseat, there was considerable shooting of rooks associated with changes in 

ownership of the property holding the rookery. The Stubbins rookery was decimated when several 

of the nesting trees were felled to make way for building work. This was particularly insensitive 

in that the trees were felled during the breeding season whilst young birds were still in the nests. 

There was a similar occurrence at Kay Brow in 1990 and we must wait and see the outcome of that 

particular action. 

Another major influence must be the loss of feeding grounds sufficiently close to the 

rookeries. Rooks, in this area, feed largely on soil invertebrates (leatherjackets are a 

favourite food) which they find in the better pasture land. We have only to consider the 

number of fields lost recently in the Nuttall Lane - Broadhey area and, a few years earlier, 

around Holcombe Brook and Greenmount - all to house building, to understand why the 

rooks of Ramsbottom are finding it harder to make a living. 

Although rooks remain faithful to the same nesting sites for many generations, they do 

move about as well. Larger rookeries seem to break up periodically and a number of 

smaller ones appear for a few years. Some sites drift into disuse and others increase in size. 

An idea of such changes can be gleaned from the data in Table 2. 

Table 2: Former Ramsbottom rookeries not used at present 

Location Number of nests (year) 

Garnett Street 2 (1966) 

Grant Arms 10 (1970, 3 (1971), 6 (1972), 1 (1974) 

Heys Street 110 (1949), 2(1962) 

Edenfield (Hawthorn Ave.) 14 (1973) 

Ewood Bridge 6 (1971) 

Near Peel Brow 4 (1968), 2 (1970) 

Stubbins roundabout 3 (1973) 

Most of these sites are only known to have been used by a few pairs for a few years. The earlier 

(1949) figure for Heys Street (now Heatherside Road) is interesting, however; particularly when 

taken in conjunction with the 1949 figure for Kay Brow (Table 1). These two sites alone then held 

178 pairs, which strongly suggests that there were many more rooks in Ramsbottom 40 years ago 

than there are now. 

No doubt some people think we still have too many and that they are noisy, dirty things 

best got rid of. To me, however, and a good many other people, the sight and sound of an 

active rookery on a sunny day in Spring, before the leaves are on the trees, is one of the best and 

most-promising bits of the year. A real sign that Spring is in the air and summer is 

coming. Long may they remain! 

John SYKES 7 
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DATESTONE COMPETITION 
In the last Magazine readers were asked to take part in a competition to identify the locations 

of six datestones which will appear in John TAYLOR's forthcoming book Stories in Stone - 

Datestones in Ramsbottom. 

The correct answers are: 

 
 

The winners were Kath and Harry DENNIS who correctly identified all six. 

Stories in Stone - Datestones in Ramsbottom will be on sale this summer. 

THE 5TH ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
Now is the time of year to be taking photographs for this year's competition which closes on 

the 30th November 1991. The purpose of the competition is to record a year of everyday life 

in Ramsbottom, and to retain the photographs in the archive. Photographs may be displayed 

in exhibitions at the Heritage Centre. 

This year, there will be four categories, with a prize for the winner of each category. 

The overall winner of the competition will be awarded the Dickensian Trophy. Two highly 

commended certificates can be awarded in each category. 
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The categories are: 

EVENTS - could include street markets, events in Nuttall park, VIP visits, 

Christmas, special railway weekends etc. 

TOWN and COUNTRY - landscape, general street views, railway scenes, traffic, churches, 

shops etc. 

INTERIORS - interiors of large or small buildings, especially ones which are changing their 

function. 

OPEN - any picture which doesn't fit into any of the above three categories. 

Entry forms are now available from the Heritage Centre and at the monthly meetings. 

John LEYLAND 

 
THE RAMSBOTTOM OIL RIG and other items from the Archive 
One of the problems with the archive is how to let members see some of the more 

interesting contributions. I like to bring some of them along to the monthly meetings but it is 

obviously not possible to do this with every item - some are too large, others too fragile and in any 

case there are just too many. 

Exhibitions at the Heritage Centre provide an opportunity to display some of the items and the 

present Transport in Ramsbottom exhibition includes a number of these. I will attempt to 

describe them, with their backgrounds where we know them, so that you can look out for them. 

There is a large photograph of the Hare and Hounds pub at Holcombe Brook in 1890 with what 

we think is a funeral cortege outside. The macadam road is in the process of being resurfaced 

with stone setts. A tiny drawing of a horse drawn ambulance is displayed because the 

ambulance was built by WILSON and STOCKALL of Bury in 1912. Inside, though not visible 

in the picture, it was equipped with two stretcher beds and a seat for the attendant. The original 

ambulance is at Shibden Hall, Halifax. 

Some photographs have to be hunted down. For example, someone brought in a crumpled 

article from the Bury Times of 1987 with a picture of a horse drawn coach driven by Albert 

DUNLEVY who was a well known coachman. The passengers were local gentry being taken 

to the races at Harwood in the late 1920's. The location was outside Higher House, Holcombe 

village, the home of the Ainsworth family. The article was written by Lynda DUNLEVY and 

with her help I found the owner of the original photograph in Turton. It was taken by her 

husband as a lad. I was allowed to copy it and it looks very well. The original photograph is 

now safely back with the owner but the copy will be kept in the archive. The Society does 

welcome opportunities such as this. We can now make very good copies of documents and 

photographs so please don't forget this when people show you interesting items which they are 

willing to share in this way. Many of the archives on display are loans which we couldn't 

manage without, and we are very grateful for them. The largest item in the Transport in 

Ramsbottom exhibition is the Edwardian bicycle which is on loan from Bury Transport 

Museum. The smallest item on display is one of our most amusing recent acquisitions, a tiny 

photograph of the Ramsbottom oil drilling rig! This was somewhere overlooking Fletcher 

Bank Quarry, past Shipperbottom Farm, and the photograph was taken by the donor in 1953. 

Obviously, Ramsbottom was no Dallas as no other rigs have appeared! 
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A different type of archive which is also displayed in the exhibition is the written (or taped) 

recollections of Ramsbottom in bygone days - for example the item on pigeons and horses and the 

one on Cliff RICHARD's visit to the town in the sixties (fuller versions of both of these are printed 

elsewhere in this magazine). 

There are many other pieces from the archive in the Exhibition including a transfer of the RUDC 

crest used on the side of their buses and a time and fare table for the Holcombe Brook to Bury and 

Manchester train service - valid in 1934. 

In the last issue of the News Magazine I described in detail the process of recording all the Archive 

acquisitions and some of the problems involved in this task. The process continues unabated and 

with help from Geoffrey JOHNSON-BRETT the cataloguing is nearly up to date. The Filing Team 

will soon be at full stretch once again. 

The offer of an Amstrad computer, which our Secretary had negotiated, was unfortunately 

withdrawn due to present economic circumstances. However, we are still hopeful of being able to 

buy one as soon as funds are available. 

In the meantime a group of four members who are 'into' computers have already had a rewarding 

meeting and concluded that the answer must be a database! If you are not sure what this is, as I 

wasn't a year or two ago, it is The Answer and will save hours of work! 

Thank you to all who help with the Archive. 

Brenda DECENT, Archive co-ordinator 
 

THE SWINGING 60's - CLIFF RICHARD VISITS RAMSBOTTOM - 

every picture tells a story! 
Visitors to the Transport exhibition at the Heritage Centre may have been surprised to see pictures 

of the famous pop star Cliff Richard alongside his exotic JENSEN sports car in Butler Street, 

Ramsbottom. Alan COOKSON has explained the story behind the pictures. 

During the 1960's and 70's there existed in Ramsbottom a Christian organisation for boys and girls 

called the Crusaders. The organisation is no longer active in Ramsbottom but still exists elsewhere. 

In addition to Bible study the group had football teams, club nights, camps, gym clubs etc. The 

leaders of the group belonged to several local churches and included Mr H WILLIS, Mr I 

HUTCHINSON and Mr A COOKSON. Much of the group's activity centred on Ramsbottom 

Methodist Church (now Christ Church). 

During 1967 Mr. COOKSON, through his work with the Crusaders, came into contact with Mr W 

LATHAM who at that time (and to this day) assisted Cliff RICHARD in his work with the 

organisation. As a result the star was invited to visit the Ramsbottom group. The invitation was 

accepted but two years were to elapse before the visit actually took place on the 26 September 

1969. 

In order to avoid large crowds of people from outside the area coming along, plans for the visit 

were made amid great secrecy. When the great day arrived the star, accompanied by Mr Latham, 

drove to a lay-by on Walmersley Road where he was met by Mr Cookson and taken to the home 

of Mr and Mrs P Cook, his hosts for the weekend. The bright yellow Jensen car created quite a stir 

in the town and it was considered safer to hide the car for the duration of the visit in Mr Cookson's 

garage in Butler Street. Hence the photographs on show at the Heritage Centre. 
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JOURNEYS DOWN MEMORY LANE 

Prior to 1878 there were, I believe, no motor cars but there were a few steam coaches and lorries on 

the roads. The law specified that three persons must be employed to drive a road locomotive. One 

man, carrying a red flag, must precede the vehicle and the maximum speed must not exceed four miles 

an hour. In the early 1890's a few motor vehicles crawled through London preceded by red flag 

bearers, causing considerable amusement, as you can imagine! 

In 1896 an Act was passed which liberated motorists from most of their restrictions. By 1903 there 

were a few more cars on the roads and a speed limit of 20 miles per hour came into force and remained 

in force until 1930 when it was raised to 30 mph. Before the Act of 1930 motor lorries, which all had 

solid tyres, were limited to 12 mph, and 5 mph if a trailer lorry was attached. 

In Ramsbottom at the turn of the century, and for some years later, transport of goods had to be by 

horse drawn lorries to and from the railways goods yards and between local factories and warehouses 

in Manchester. The journey from Ramsbottom to Manchester was a long, hard day's work for drivers 

and horses. 

Several firms in the RUDC provided these services. One of them, J & J WHITTAKER of Edenfield I 

believe it was, used to load their lorries with finished cotton from the local mills, and very early next 

morning the drivers would set off for Manchester. After delivering the cloth the drivers reloaded their 

lorries with raw cotton to be delivered to local factories the following day but first they had to face the 

long journey home. By the time they had passed through Bury and reached Pigs Lee Brow, which is 

on Walmersley Road, near Bury General Hospital, and was much steeper in those days than it is now, 

the horses had had enough and were too tired to climb the hill. 

There were then no telephones, so to surmount this difficulty the drivers, before leaving Manchester, 

released homing pigeons which they had taken with them. When the birds arrived back home at 

Edenfield the owners were able to calculate the time the lorries would reach Pigs Lee Brow and 

another driver set out with a fresh team of horses to meet them and replace the tired horses which had 

done such a hard day's work. 

As a child, around 1914, I remember steam wagons chugging through Edenfield on their way to and 

from Manchester. RIDING & GILLOW of Stacksteads and Fred STRINGFELLOW of Shuttleworth 

are two of the names I recall, but there were probably others. As all loading and unloading had to be 

done manually a driver and loader usually worked on each lorry. The lorries had no windscreen 

wipers, no heat, no windows on the cab sides and no headlights - only oil lamps. There were no white 

lines or cat's eyes on the roads which were mainly paved and no lights, except the gas lamps in the 

towns, so driving in the dark wasn't exactly a pleasure, especially in the black fogs we used to have. 

Early in this century a few of the wealthier people had horses, or a pony and trap. There were 

occasional outings in wagonettes (horse drawn four wheeled vehicles). Unfortunately if it rained there 

was no cover, and often, if they were going up hill, it was too much for the horse and the passengers 

had to get out and walk. Occasionally the men had to help by pushing the wagonette up the hill. 

There was no public transport, apart from the trains, so if we wanted to go anywhere away from the 

railways we had to walk. We were fortunate in Ramsbottom because in addition to the Ramsbottom 

Station we also had stations at Stubbins and Holcombe Brook. 
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With the advent of the trackless trolley trams life became easier, although they only ran every half 

hour between Edenfield Church and Holcombe Brook. They were not very comfortable as the 

entrance was at the back and the back platform was open to the elements. There was no heat at all, 

and the solid tyres on the paved roadways didn't make for comfortable riding. Some one even 

composed a ditty: 

 
From Holcombe Brook to Edenfield you often take a ride 

Upon the beautiful tram-car with your best boy by your side The car 

with its gentle motion soon sends you off your seat 

Your teeth drop out, your hair comes down and your stockings are over your feet. 

 
I must say that was a slight exaggeration and we were very glad to have them. The tram conductors 

were most helpful and also accepted and delivered parcels anywhere along the route for a small fee 

- I think it was threepence (3d). They were not allowed to deliver letters but if you tied a piece of 

string round it they accepted it as a parcel! 

After the 1914 - 18 war came the charabancs! As there were no customers except at weekends and 

holidays, they were used as motor lorries during the week. On Friday night the flat part of the lorry 

which was purpose made to carry the goods, was lifted off the chassis and replaced by the 

charabanc body which was three steps up, the seats in rows and open ended. There was no cover 

but if it rained there was a hood at the back, like the one on an old fashioned pram, which they 

unfolded over us. We thought they were marvellous and it was a rare treat to travel on one. Now we 

have the so-called executive coaches with reclining seats, heating and air conditioning, TV, toilets 

and wash basins - what luxury! 

Today with inter-city trains, jet aircraft, buses available every few minutes and the majority of 

people owning their own cars, things are very different. Perhaps the danger for future generations 

is that they will forget how to use the oldest of all forms of transport - their feet. 

Edith ROBINSON 
 

BOUNDARIES & BACKWATERS 

A close look at the boundary map of the old Ramsbottom UDC will show you that Ramsbottom 

extended westwards across the rifle ranges at Holcombe Brook to meet the Edgworth boundary 

along Hawkshaw Brook. The boundary cuts back at Higher House Farm (about half way along 

Hawkshaw Lane) leaving those farms at the top of the lane in no-man's land. 

But please don't overlook us, for long before the industrial revolution and the growth of 

Ramsbottom which was, in 1780 little more than a place of farms and fields and orchards, rooks 

and trees and an ancient tannery and an old corn mill,' farming and weaving went hand in hand on 

the Pennine hillsides, providing cloth for export all over the world and a living for hundreds of 

families. These outlying settlements provided the first skilled workers for the mills and the 

accommodation for the quarrymen who worked the quarries along the edge of the moor providing 

stone for the building of the mills, the workers cottages and the hardcore for the new roads. Later 

these same farms continued to supply food, meat and milk to the ever growing population along the 

Irwell Valley. 
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This rich rural legacy can still be seen today in the ancient packhorse routes dotted around the hillsides, 

the weavers cottages and the hill farms still to be found in the quiet backwaters and far flung outbacks 

of Ramsbottom. 

THE FEMALE FRIENDLY  

SOCIETY                           Barbara PARK  

Jan BARNES 

This plaque, on a row of cottages on Bolton Road West, 

has stimulated much interest and not a few theories about 

its origins and significance. 

From the little information which I have been able to 

glean so far I believe that the cottages (also known as 

Club Row) were built in 1824 under the auspices of the 

Female Friendly Society which was based on the Bull's 

Head, Greenmount. 

The date on the plaque is confirmed by the appearance of 

the cottages in the Rate Assessment records at this date, 

and there are a number of references to a Female Friendly 

Society at the sign of the Bull's Head at Tittleshaw. (Greenmount.) 

This Friendly Society may have been what is known as a terminating Building Society. There are several 

versions of this type of society. One version was formed by a group of people who each contributed an 

amount of money on a regular basis, usually weekly, until enough was amassed to build a house. Lots 

would be drawn and the first house was occupied by the winner. Payments would continue until there 

was enough money for a second house which would again be balloted for and so on until all the 

members had a house when the society would be terminated, hence the name terminating building 

society. Another variation involved the whole row being completed as a single project. Sometimes 

members contributed labour or materials as well as cash. Terminating building societies were the 

forerunners of today's 'Permanent' Building Societies. Terminating building societies were sometimes 

set up as Friendly Societies in order to safeguard their assets under the protection of the laws governing 

the running of Friendly Societies. 

Some of the questions I would like to find answers to are - why if the houses were built by a FEMALE 

Friendly Society are all the original occupiers listed in the Rate Assessment records MALE? Could it be 

that females were not allowed to buy property in this way? Was the Female Friendly Society set up 

specifically to build the houses? Or was this just a 'sideline' of the more usual sick benefit type of 

benevolent society? Did the Society close down after the houses were completed as it would if it were a 

terminating building society? And why is the name Female Union Society on the plaque instead of 

Female Friendly Society? Apparently some of the Friendly Societies were actually covers for political 

societies - but could this really be the case in this instance given that they built a row of houses? And who 

were the members of this Society? Were they perhaps a group of local artisans? If so what was their 

trade? 

It is my intention to try and find out more about this subject if at all possible. If anyone has any 

information or ideas as to how I might go about this I would be most interested to hear from you. 
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JOHN SPENCER's HAZELHURST ENGRAVING WORKS 

Any regular traveller along Bolton Road West will be familiar with the distinctive stonebuilt, 

listed engraving works at Hazelhurst. Its lower two storeys, with prominent bay windows and 

front doorways, could easily be taken for a terrace of late 19th Century housing (were it not for 

the now filled in carriage entrance). The third storey, however, with its line of continuous 

windows, separated by twenty-odd square sectioned mullions, indicates an obvious industrial 

origin, an interpretation confirmed by the great square chimney standing to its rear. 

The early history of this impressive mixture of the domestic and the industrial has been 

something of a mystery. One local authority historical survey, taking especial note of its line of 

continuous windows, inferred that it was a missing link between domestic handloom weaving 

and its eventual inhalation into powerloom sheds. The weavers lived in the cottages, and wove 

on handlooms in the factory space above. The building, however, does not figure on the 1st 

edition of the six inch Ordnance Survey map of the district (surveyed in 1844-7), pointing to a 

date of construction absurdly late for handloom weaving, a trade in chronic decline as early as 

the 1820s. The recent appearance, on the north eastern gable end of the building, of a sign 

proclaiming `John Spencer (Hazelhurst) Ltd - Engraving Technology for over 150 years', has 

now pointed to rather a different origin. 

My interest in the building has developed through research that a group of RHS members 

recently initiated in the Local History evening class at Woodhey. We started out by seeking to 

date the sequence of terraces which straggle along the north western side of Bolton Road West 

between Hazelhurst and Holcombe Brook. (Many of these were built on land leased from the 

Little Holcombe Estate. This was owned by the GRIME family and its descendants from the 

early 1800s to the 1960s). 

One of the earliest of these richly different terraces (274-280 Bolton Road West) is now part 

occupied by the Halo Hair Studio and Village Barbers Shop. According to the Tottington Lower 

End rate books (on microfilm at Bury Library) this terrace owned by one Thomas SPENCER, 

was built in three stages between 1823 and 1829. This is confirmed by the building breaks (ie 

unbonded masonry) between the three modem units of the terrace. 

The Ordnance Survey of 1844 - 7 captions this terrace ̀ Wetlands', almost certainly an error, 

since the Wetlands (or Wheatlands) field of the Little Holcombe estate lay some way towards 

the north east. The township tithe award of 1842 shows the three houses of the terrace occupied 

by three members of the SPENCER family - Joseph, Betty and Jonathan. The latter man was a 

druggist, aged 65, born in Bury according to the 1851 census returns, and identifiable with the 

Jonathan SPENCER, surgeon of `Houlkham Brook', who figures in ROGERSON's 1818 

Lancashire General Directory. 

Adjacent to this terrace is, of course, the engraving works referred to at the beginning of this 

article. The John SPENCER whose name now features on the sign was enumerated in the 1851 

census immediately before Jonathan SPENCER (one uninhabited house separated them), so it 

seems likely that he was in, or very close to, the building which now carries his name. This man, 

aged 28, an engraver, born at Ringley, had a wife Alice, and children Sydney and Amelia. 10 

years on, in the 1861 census returns, he was recorded as `Master Engraver employing 16 men 

and 5 boys'. In addition, he had two further children - Fanny and Charles. 
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It seemed to us too much of a coincidence that the SPENCERs of the short terrace (274280) and 

those of the engraving works should be next door neighbours, but unrelated. 

The census returns also threw up another mystery - why the concentration of engravers in the 

Hazelhurst area? In 1841, for example, the following heads of households were engravers - 

William CUNLIFFE, Richard HAWORTH, Hargreaves HAWORTH and Giles ASHWORTH. 

The current proprietor of John Spencer (Hazelhurst) Ltd. is John Spencer FORSHAW. He had 

visited the Heritage Centre at Carr Street in the earliest days of its existence, and had expressed 

an interest in his firm's history. So, when the Woodhey class became interested in the terraces 

along Bolton Road West, and the engraving works, it was possible to organise a visit. 

John is a direct descendant of the John SPENCER who founded the firm in the 1840s. The 

latter's son, Charles, was actually Charles Cunliffe SPENCER - and this discovery led us to 

suspect a family relationship with the Wiliam CUNLIFFE, engraver, whom we had discovered 

in the 1841 census for Hazelhurst. John SPENCER's daughter, Amelia, married John 

FORSHAW, son of John FORSHAW, landlord of the Hare and Hounds, Holcombe Brook. 

The earliest method of printing a design on cotton cloth (calico) was by means of a wooden 

block, on which was carved the pattern. During the 19th Century, block printing was replaced 

by roller printing. The engraver would prepare metal rollers, by order, with the required patterns 

`mill engraved' onto the circumference. The design was originated on a hand cut dye, a steel rod 

of about 3/4" circumference. The pattern on the dye was, in turn, transferred (or clammed) onto 

a `mill', and this engraved the design onto the final roller. This process was ideal for fine 

patterns, but was inevitably restricted to small, repeating designs. 

The works at Hazelhurst was certainly mill engraving by 1880, judging by the cloth samples in 

the earliest surviving order book. Remarkably, machinery manufactured by George 

MOULTON of Salford in this period survives in the old part of the works. 

Mill engraving continued at Hazelhurst until 1988. Then, the technology of the late 20th 

Century was introduced. Computers and lasers can, in 30 minutes, put on to a rotary (a polymer 

coated screen) what the old process took three to four weeks to engrave onto a copper roller. 

Those of us fortunate enough to be shown around the two portions of the building - one 

effectively an industrial archaeological museum of the last century, the other a modem 

workshop containing probably the most advanced engraving facilities in the world - were 

enthused to research deeper into this family and firm. 

John FORSHAW, the current proprietor, has already generously allowed access to much useful 

documentary material, and has offered to provide further information on the technology of 

engraving. We are keen to establish the circumstances in which the three engraving families 

represented here (CUNLIFFE, FORSHAW and SPENCER) launched and developed the 

enterprise. We would like, in general, to find why Ramsbottom has developed as an important 

textile engraving centre. We hope to learn more about the building and how it was used. We 

would like to find out about the workforce and their skills. 
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Already, a start has been made. Fred ENTWISTLE has looked at census returns: Barbara 

PALMER and Ethel CARROLL have begun to comb parish registers; and Barbara PARK has 

extracted references to engravers and engraving from 19th Century trade directories. We suspect 

that it could be a big project, perhaps one which, ultimately, could be written up as a Ramsbottom 

Heritage Society publication. 

We would welcome help! Anybody who can offer information, or who would like to do some 

research with us, can contact me direct. 

 

          THE COURTHOUSE, HOLCOMBE 

Andrew TODD 

In the attractive and informative leaflet, Historic Trails - Holcombe published by Bury MBC in 

1981 the statement is made that the Holcombe Primary (C of E) School "stands on the site of the 

former courthouse which was built by the Duke of Albemarle in 1864". This statement has been 

repeated in several subsequent publications in recent years. It seems unlikely to be true. 

The 1845 Six Inch Ordnance Survey map shows no building on the site of the school. Nor does 

the Tithe Map of 1841. However the Tithe Map identifies the courthouse in another place. This 

is on Chapel Lane, in the region of where the Lych-gate now stands, between the old parsonage 

(referred to elsewhere in the leaflet) a little to the SW, and the old church (pictured on the Winter 

1990 Magazine cover), a little to the NE. This was of course before the present church was built. 

The statement may arise from a misunderstanding of paragraphs in DOWSETTs Notes on 

Holcombe. 

Stuart JACKSON 

 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

The Society is always happy to welcome new members. Subscriptions run from April and cost 

£4.50 (£2.50 concessionary) per annum. 

Our varied Programme of meetings is listed above and all Members receive a FREE copy of each 

News Magazine. 

Application forms may be obtained and subscriptions left at the Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 

Ramsbottom. Telephone Ramsbottom (0706) 821603. 

Why not JOIN NOW? 

FRIENDS OF THE HERITAGE CENTRE 
For people who are unable to attend meetings and take part in other Society activities but who would like 

to support the Heritage Centre there is an alternative. 

In exchange for a donation of £5 per year you can become a "friend" or "patron" of the Heritage Centre. You 

will receive a copy of each News Magazine (usually twice yearly) and have the satisfaction of knowing that 

you are helping in a very practical way to keep the Centre going. 

If you would like to help the Centre in this way please contact the Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 

Ramsbottom. Your support will be very much appreciated. 

J PALMER, Membership Secretary 
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WELCOME to the fourth issue of the Ramsbottom Heritage Society News 
Magazine. 
Our contributors have once again provided articles on a wide range of subjects. 
Topics this time vary from the Bury Archives, childhood games and pastimes, 
computerisation of our archives, the Ramsbottom trolley buses, even a tongue in 
cheek speculation about the famous Ramson flowers! We also have news from 
Ramsbottom, Australia! 
The cover picture of School House, Dundee Lane is reproduced by kind permission 
of John B Taylor. It is from his book Stories in Stone - Datestones in 
Ramsbottom. 
The Heritage Centre continues to attract many visitors. If you have not seen the 
present display there is not much time left. In the New Year the Centre will be closed 
for a while to allow the Display Team to mount a new exhibition. (For dates and 
details please see notices or contact the Centre.) If you would like to help the Display 
Team please contact them at the Centre. You will be very welcome! 
Once again, we thank the Royal Bank of Scotland who, for the second time, have 
sponsored our Magazine. Their continued support is much appreciated by the 
Society. 
Many thanks also to all who have contributed to this issue and especially to Irene 
Todd for her continuing efforts to turn me into an Editor! 
To those who are still thinking about writing or drawing something for the Magazine 
please do it soon. The next issue is only a few months away and, as yet consists 
of blank pages! Contributions can be handed in at the Heritage Centre or at the 
monthly meetings. 

Barbara Park Editor 
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RAMSBOTTOM  AUSTRALIA? 

A very interesting letter recently arrived at the Heritage Centre. The writer, Mrs Joy Bussem 
(nee Whittaker) lives in Australia but was born in Tottington and lived in Carlton Place, 
Ramsbottom until she was seven years old when she moved to Bury before emigrating 
to Australia with her parents over thirty years ago. In her letter Mrs Bussem describes how, 
after she recently moved to the area of Victoria where she now lives, she discovered 
places bearing the names Tottington, Ramsbottom and Holcombe. Further investigation 
revealed that the 164,000 acres which make up the Ramsbottom and Tottington estates in 
Australia were once owned by a Lawrence Rostron jnr who was born in Manchester in the 
1800s and whose father Lawrence Rostron Snr owned a cotton mill and traded between Rio 
de Janeiro and England. Mrs Bussem also adds that her mother's home in Geelong is named 
Hazelhurst. An amazing coincidence but not the end of the story by any means. In a later 
letter Mrs Bussem, who is researching into her family's history, asks if we are able to help 
with any information about some of her forbears and lists several well-known local names 
such as Whittaker, Carr, Barnes, Spencer and Forshaw. She also gives brief details of those 
she has already traced including her grandmother May, the daughter of one Charles 
Cunliffe Spencer 'master engraver, calico printer.' Readers of the Summer 1991 Magazine 
may remember the article by Andrew Todd about the Spencer's Engraving Works project 
which he and a group of members are working on. Mrs Bussem's Charles Cunliffe Spencer 
born in 1854 is the son of the John Spencer who founded the firm in the 1840s. 
The coincidences may not end there! In this magazine, in her article about the archives, 
Brenda Decent refers to Lawrence and James Rostron, joint owners of the Gutter estate and 
Clyde Tweedale mentions Richard Rostron of Acre House, Edenfield. Could any of these be 
related to the Rostrons of Australia? Too much of a long shot, perhaps, but we can be sure that 
someone, somewhere, will be checking them all out. Anyone who has any information 
which might help Mrs Bussem may contact her via Mrs. Dorothy Moss at the Heritage 
Centre, Carr Street, Ramsbottom. Telephone Ramsbottom (0706) 821603. 

Barbara Park 

RAMSBOTTOM FROM THE BOROUGH ARCHIVES 

The borough archive service was established in 1986 to bring together the large quantity 
of both official and private archives held by the authority and make them more accessible 
to the public. The current holdings of more than 25 tons of material are at premises in Edwin 
Street in Bury, which is located behind the Derby Hall, with access from Crompton 
Street. The archives are open to the public 10 -1 and 2 - 5 on Tuesdays, and at the same 
times on other weekdays by prior appointment. The material held consists of anything 
kept as a record by local organisations or individuals in the course of their daily activities, 
everything from photographs to maps, tax returns to love letters. 
The largest group of archives relating specifically to Ramsbottom is, as one would expect, the 
records of the former Ramsbottom Urban District Council, and its predecessor, the Local 
Board of Health. The Board was established in 1864, initially under the chairmanship of 
William Grant, with the task of implementing the provisions of the Public Health Acts in 
what 
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was then referred to as `the village'. Until it became an Urban District Council in 1894, it had no 

permanent offices, and many of its earlier records have not survived, but there is a complete set of 

manuscript minutes, mostly concerned with efforts to improve the sanitary state of the area. 

A typical hazard was ` the existence of nuisances caused by the, deposit of urine in tubs or mugs close was 

then referred to as ̀ the village'. Until it became an Urban District Council in 1894, it had no permanent 

offices, and many of its earlier records have not survived, but there is a complete set of manuscript 

minutes, mostly concerned with efforts to improve the sanitary state of the area. 

Atypical hazard was ` the existence of nuisances caused by the, deposit of urine in tubs or mugs close to 

the back doors of houses', made worse at night by the almost total lack of street lighting. The 

Board began to tackle these problems, putting up a grand total of 25 new gas lamps in 1864, hiring 

a nightsoil man to clear the cesspools and privies, and ordering the removal of the worst hazards like 

the urinals attached to the front of the numerous pubs, which frequently overflowed into the streets. 

Ironically, however, their major sewering scheme was thought to have caused a typhoid fever epidemic 

as it involved clearing many obsolete old drains of impacted sewage! This was just one of seven major 

epidemics to hit the town in the period between 1864 and 1873, and the total of 116 deaths (62 under five 

years old) listed in the Medical Officer's report for 1874, in a population of about 4,500, gives an idea of 

the grim facts of life and death in the late nineteenth century. 

On a lighter note, the minutes also refer to the leisure activities of the inhabitants (especially those of 

which the Board did not approve) like the swing boats on the market place in front of the Grants' Arms at 

fair times, the wooden theatre in Stubbins Lane (said to be crowded with young people) and the baked 

potato carts standing on the town streets. 

The Board also passed building byelaws to improve the layout and construction of the many new 

buildings going up, banning items like cellar dwellings and non-watertight cesspools. The byelaws 

entitled them to require deposit of plans before construction commenced, . , and the earliest surviving 

ones date from 1877, although they form a continuous series only from 1902. These are nearly 1,700 

in all for the period up to 1948, and given that many relate to alterations of older buildings, or to 

buildings no longer in existence, they constitute a very useful source for the architectural history of 

the area. Even where plans do not survive, their deposit was recorded in the minutes, giving a good idea 

of who was building what, and when. Unfortunately there are no surviving rate books, which would 

have given useful lists of properties, owners and occupiers, although there are valuation lists (in 

similar format) for 1910, 1920, 1929 and 1934. 

Another source of information on houses no longer standing is the series of slum clearance files, 

which often contain plans, photographs and detailed descriptions of properties pulled down from the 

1930s onwards. These are part of the series of over 500 files of the town clerk, which date from the 1880s 

onwards. Because of the clerk's position as chief officer, these files cover the whole range of the council's 

activities; there are, for instance, extensive series on individual highways and bridges, and individual files 

relating to Peel Tower, the opening of Nuttall Park, and the Holcombe rifle range. Other council officers 

have not left such a large volume of records, although there is a series of diaries of the surveyor, Thomas 

Bell from 1899 to 1928, which mentions, among less dramatic incidents, the bombing of Holcombe 

by a Zeppelin in 1916, and also various plans of council building projects. Anyone wishing to 

see these, and the various private deposited records, is welcome to pay us a visit on any Tuesday, or to ring 

me on 061-797-6697 to make an appointment. We have also from time to time arranged evening visits 

by local groups. Details of latest accessions and other developments are given in our newsletter, the next 

issue of which is due out in January, and is available at local libraries. 

Kevin Mulley, Borough Archivist, Bury M B C 
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OUR FIRST HONORARY MEMBER 

Monday, 22nd July 1991 was a memorable day at the Heritage Centre when Mrs Maggie Oates was 

enrolled as the Society's first Honorary Member. Three generations of her family were present to hear 

Society Chairman, Andrew Todd extend a warm welcome to Mrs Oates and thank her for her many local 

community commitments and congratulate her on the distinction of being the one and only lady 

Chairman of the R U D C. To mark the occasion, Mrs Oates was presented with a handwritten scroll, 

penned by David Moss on hand made paper brought back from Bury Metro's twin town of Angouleme. 

In reply Mrs Oates said that she was very honoured to receive the invitation to be the Society's first 

Honorary Member, as were her family who had originally settled in Ramsbottom over 140 years ago. 

Remembering the old Library building, she realised how much work had been done to transform it 

into the Heritage Centre and considered it was a credit to the Society and a worthy addition to the town. 

Refreshments were served and a tour of the Exhibition concluded a happy, memorable and unique 

occasion. 
Dorothy Moss 

 

RAMSBOTTOM - VALLEY OF THE RAMSON FLOWERS (a chemical 

reaction?) 
Ramsons, Wild Garlic, Stinking Onion Flower, Allium ursinum, call it what you will, this plant is 

common in moist woods. In past centuries there was an abundance of moist woods in the valley and 

more Wild Garlic than we have growing nowadays, although on the "Church Fields" there is some still. 

The plant flowers from April to June and produces a "clove" or bulb as do all members of the Liliacae. 

I have often wondered what use this plant was put to by the valley inhabitants in years gone by and I 

would very much like to know if any reader of this article can help. My own presumptions are set 

out here. It is possible to obtain garlic oil and this is of some medicinal value if the manufacturers of 

garlic pills and garlic oil capsules are to be believed. I must say I have no reason to doubt their claim. 

Certainly garlic is used throughout the world in many culinary masterpieces. 

What of the wild garlic and its implications for Ramsbottom? 

It may be possible for an oil to be obtained by standard pharmaceutical methods from Ramson bulbs by 

a process of maceration, ie mashing up, and subsequent distillation of the pulp. This process may have 

been known to the valley inhabitants. So what could they use the oil for? Certainly cooking and medicine 

cannot be ruled out. Was it used to bring out the subtle flavour of black puddings and was Charles Dickens 

served this delicacy by the Grant brothers? Can we assume a local garlic bread was produced in the 

valley? Did the illustrious Drs Kay prescribe it for their patients? Their diaries do not tell us and we 

do not have any of their prescriptions, but maybe the diaries of Jamieson Morton, that celebrated 

Chemist and Druggist of 19th century Ramsbottom, will shed some light on this puzzle. 

Some evidence of the medical use of wild garlic can be deduced from the local nursery rhyme: 

Meg an' Bill climbt 'Olcom 'Ill wi' a bucket for some wather 

Bill cracked 'is 'ed, bi gum it bled, an' t' bucket went a clatter. 

T'yung man back 'ome he ran, an' bit' leet o' a stinkin taper, 

'is main 'ad a job t' plaister 'is nob wi' alliker an' breawn paper. 
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Older readers will know alliker is Lancashire dialect for vinegar, ie ale liquor, which could have 

been spiked with wild garlic. We do have lots of springs on Holcombe Hill and we know - 

Ramsbottom produces brown paper. A stinking taper would have been used to keep away the 

boggarts. There could have been many other things for which the oil was used. There are no 

tales of boggarts or goblins around Ramsbottom and, when added to the tallow from which 

candles were made or added to the lamp oil, the burning of a small quantity of Wild Garlic oil 

would certainly have kept them away. We have heard it said that garlic could ward off evil spirits 

or vampires. And with what did John Kay lubricate the Flying Shuttle? He had to leave in a 

hurry because of local complaints about his invention. He could have used up the entire 

output of Nuttall Village leaving no oil to keep the goblins at bay. 

Why did the loom breakers of Rossendale by-pass the Grants' Ramsbottom Mills on their way 

to Summerseat? Perhaps they thought that the Grant Brothers used this same lubricant and that 

made them wary of being caught in the days after the riots with the lingering odour to identify 

them. Could it be that the infamous riflemen of Chatterton Field greased their cartridges with 

garlic oil, much the same as the sepoys of the Indian Mutiny were asked to grease their 

cartridges with some peculiar lubricant? 

Wild garlic could be an aphrodisiac. Perhaps someone could look into the records of births 

in Ramsbottom around the turn of the century to gain evidence of this possible use? 

Meanwhile I am hoping soon to extract a small quantity of this peculiar oil and perhaps by April 

1st 1992 we could go into production and have another product to sell in the Heritage Centre. 

Jack Palmer 

     USING THE PRESENT TO PRESERVE THE PAST 

Ever since its formation, the Society has gathered and maintained an archive of material about 

the local area. We have tried to keep the actual objects in a systematic way, using separate 

labelled boxes for various Districts, Churches, the Co-op etc. However, as the number of items 

grew to nearly 2000, the problems increased out of proportion, and no matter how many boxes we 

started, we kept getting new materials which couldn't reasonably fit into any category. 

Recording the donors became a necessary, but increasing, chore. 

Details of each object were kept on a file card. Such cards are excellent for keeping information - 

you can write as much as you wish about any item (even on the back if you run out of space), 

anyone can be pressed into producing them, and they cost very little. But as the pile grows into 

hundreds, the main disadvantage becomes clear: retrieving information is very difficult. It is a 

real pain to have to thumb through the stack every time you want to find out what we have on, 

say, Grant's Tower. In fact, because it is difficult you try to avoid doing it, and eventually the 

whole point of having an archive becomes lost. It seemed that a computer might help, however 

alien to our heritage such an object might be! Computers are good at boring jobs: they are quite 

happy searching through all their records looking for "Ramsbottom", and if you ask them 

repeatedly how often that word occurs, they will give you the same answer every time. 

Unfortunately, although they do this kind of thing much faster than people can, they also lack 

imagination, so if sometimes the word is typed just slightly wrong then they can completely miss 

the reference, and will never tell you about the air raid on Ramsbottom, something which our 

eyes would detect instantly. 
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Nevertheless the Committee decided to take the plunge and buy an Amstrad PCW. The choice was 

easy - it was the cheapest. I was co-opted to the "Working Party" which was set up; a strange term 

for something which turned out to be all work and no party! However, we persevered, and after 

some experimentation, and much frustration, eventually achieved a computer system which seemed 

to do the job we wanted. Although a little slow by professional standards, it could still sort through a 

thousand cards in much less time than it takes to boil the kettle, a time standard which became of great 

importance to us. Now all we had to do was to enter information on to about 1500 cards, and we should 

have a Database! So we did it. "Database" is the buzz word name, designed to confuse the uninitiated, 

which graces a card index stored on a computer. It is still just a stack of individual records. When 

designing our own, we were careful to make the screen entries look much like conventional file cards, 

so that people coming to use it are not frightened off. Just like real cards, the individual entries can 

be rearranged into different orders, if that happens to suit our purpose, and a new blank card can be 

produced very quickly (by typing N - for New - in fact). To ease the classification of material, we 

divided the whole diversity of living into a list of 30 simple subjects, giving examples which serve to 

define and illustrate the scope of each. This was because we decided that `Subject' should be one of 

the 'fields' in the Database by which the cards can be sorted, allowing the Amstrad to collect together 

related information for our use. For example, supposing that we wanted to mount an exhibition on 

"The Churches of Ramsbottom", we should first want to know what material was already available. 

By using the computer to sort the archive by Subject, all the cards related to "Religion" would be 

brought together. This would make it easy to look through them, marking any which seemed likely to 

be useful for the display. Perhaps the most valuable feature of the system, though, is that we can choose 

a word or words - say "Redisher Woods" - and ask the computer to scan the Archive for the words of our 

choice, mark matching Cards for us to inspect at leisure, and tell us how many matches it has found. 

It can also do "fuzzy" searches, where near-matches, such as "Redisher Wood" (no s) or "Redisher's 

Wood" will be captured. Scanning a thousand cards will take only a minute or two, after which, by 

repeatedly pressing a single key, we can call up each of the marked cards in turn. If it looks interesting, 

we can print that card for further study. Alternatively we can print the whole list of marked cards, 

including as much detail from them as we choose. All of this has involved us in many hours of work, 

but we hope that it has been worth the effort, and that it will make the Archive so much more useful. 

Anybody who can type a word with one finger should now be able to use the Amstrad to make an 

Archive search. It is our dream that one day we shall have the computer on display in the Centre, so that 

a visitor can be told in reply to a query: "Yes, we have two pictures of your Street, one taken in 1910, 

showing a coalman delivering, and the other taken during the 1937 Coronation celebrations. Would 

you like to see them?" First, we must re-file the collection to make it easier rapidly to find items; but that 

isn't quite as big a job as making the original computer cards. If the demand is there, and if we have the 

will to meet it, then that dream is a practical possibility. 

Geoffrey Johnson-Brett 

NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Many thanks to all donors, whether their gifts are mentioned here or not. 

1. Plan and index of the graveyard of Emmanuel Church, Holcombe. 

This was made by a community task force of the Manpower Services Commission in 1983. It is an 

excellent piece of work with a map of the graveyard divided into lettered sections. Each section draws 

to scale the graves with inscriptions and the coded graves. There is an index 
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which shows how to find a specific grave. I have taken a fascinating tour of the graveyard with the 

plan. If you are interested, please make your request known at the Centre. (403) 

2. Apiece of core from approximately 4,000ft down at Fletcher Bank Quarry brought up 

when drilling for oil in 1953! (455). 

Hope seems to spring eternal in Ramsbottom that mineral resources will be discovered. When my 

house in Carr Bank was leasehold the Lord of the Manor of Tottington even had the mineral rights 

of our tiny plot. With the core, from the same donor, came a pencil stamped in `gold' Porritt and 

Spencer. (456). We were also given the Nuttall Park Plaque which commemorates the magnificent 

gift of Nuttall Park and Hall to the town by the Porritt family in 1928. 

3. A New and Actual Survey of the Township of Tottington Lower End in the Parish of Bury and the 

County of Lancaster taken in the year 1794 by Robert Smith, John Kay and John (altered by 

hand to James) Brandwood wherein is shewn the yearly value of every farm, building, cottage 

and field together with the owners and occupiers names to which is added an Appendix spewing at 

one view the total value of every estate. Printed in the year 1795. Price 2s. 6d. Sewed. This is the most 

valuable accession from an historical viewpoint. It divides the township into numbered estates. For 

example Gutter estate is divided between two owners Lawrence and James Rostron. There are six 

cottages valued between £1.10s and 10s. Widow Hamer's cottage with a garden is valued at 15s. The 

richest estate is Higher Ramsbottom, the part belonging to R Peel and Co including Caldo Mill and 

the Wash, valued at £21215s. (106) 

4. This accession couldn't be more different from the others. It is a postcard. On the front is 

Greetings from Ramsbottom, with an illustration, a bunch of roses and a verse; `I haven't time to 

write a lot, but still this card will do. To bring the love I've always got my dearest friend for you'. This 

beauty was found in a museum in Skye and brought to the Centre by a visitor there. Unfortunately 

the stamp and the datemark have been torn off. It was sent to Mrs G Baldwin at St Annes. The 

writer mentions 'Trusting your dear boy is alright'. It looks pre-World War II. Will we ever know? 

I trust the CIA of the Heritage Society who help so much with identification and dates may 

come up with the answer! Will we ever know who signed himself `Love and wishes true from your 

dear Chappy’ ? (451). 

Although I am no longer officially Archivist to the Society I cannot help but be unofficially 

interested. Thanks very much to all who help with the archive and so share the responsibility. 

Brenda M Decent 

The numbers in ( ) with each item are the numbers in the new computer database, described by 

Geoffrey Johnson Brew elsewhere in this magazine. 

CAN YOU REMEMBER? A New Competition 
At the October meeting of the Society, Chairman Andrew Todd announced a competition to find the 

most interesting reminiscences about Ramsbottom. There will be prizes for the winner and runner-up. 

All the entries will become the property of the Society and will be placed in the archives. 

The memories need not necessarily be about long ago, although, of course, these are always welcome, but 

present-day events should also be recorded. After all when people read them in a 100 (or even 10) years’ 

time 1992 will seem like ancient history. 

In addition to the winners, a selection from the other entries will be included in a book of 

Ramsbottom Reminiscences which the Society is hoping to publish in 1992. In any event you will have 

taken part in a project that will literally 'go down in history'. 
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Length is not of major importance; in fact some quite short items could be very useful for the book. 

It is not necessary for entries to be typed (although reasonably legible handwriting would be 

appreciated!). Entries should be sent to Andrew Todd at the Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 

Ramsbottom, or handed in at the monthly meetings. The closing date is the February 1992 meeting. 

Any further information may be obtained from Andrew. 

DIARY OF A DEDICATED GARDENER 
 

This year the garden has had traumas and dramas. 

The pundits predicted a plague of crane flies (daddy long legs) which would result in their larvae, 

the leatherjackets, eating the roots of plants. But what I found on lifting pots and boxes was a moving 

carpet of wood lice, with millipedes spring-coiled feigning death. This was the result of heavy snow 

in the winter followed by a cold wet spring. It was after the snowfall that a walk through Nuttall 

brought us to Peel Bridge where we had the fine sight of a kingfisher flying from under the arch 

and perching on a bush by the Waterside Mill. From the bridge we watched it dive and catch a fish 

by the weir before proceeding on its journey upstream. On returning home the pristine snow of 

the garden had captured the footprints of a heron as it investigated the pond. The giant footprints 

ambled round the paths before vanishing by the gooseberry bushes. It returned several times after 

that - giving me quite a fright as it took off from outside our living room window. After this, the 

weather was wet and cold until July, with plants as much as four weeks behind schedule - if they 

survived at all. But a small forest of oak trees grew from the bonanza of last Autumn - no doubt to 

the satisfaction of the grey squirrels whose habitat is much extended in Ramsbottom. 

We watched the rooks, too, at Kay Brow Lodge, fording that they had indeed moved on, many 

deserting the trees within sight of our garden. The result, if you remember, of felling several trees - 

their rookery - during their nesting time last year. However they have not gone far so may yet 

return. The warm weather was back with us by August and things hotted up in the garden. In quick 

succession we ate strawberries, raspberries, black and white currants and gooseberries followed 

by the glut of beans, peas, cabbage, carrots, beetroot, etc. We became very regular in our habits and 

soused with Vitamin C! But something dreadful has happened to the plum tree - not only did it lose 

its flowers, it lost all its leaves as well. The apples failed and only one pear tree in the shelter of the high 

wall holds a promise of fruit. The cold wet weather at blossom time prevented pollination when all 

sensible insects took shelter or carried on hibernating, or just died. We await results from the corn, 

maybe this wonderful early September sun will allow it to surprise us all. 

The late summer sun brought the unusual sighting of a large Peacock Butterfly on the phlox, but 
-the amazing numbers and varieties of last year have not yet appeared. Along with other places we 

report that the spotted flycatchers have not arrived. 

Another event occurred that will remain forever in our memory bank. In the July dusk we sighted 

two baby owls in our dead elm tree. Great bundles of squeaking fluff, almost unable to flutter from 

branch to branch. How did they come there at all was our question. Each evening they were there calling 

for their food and sometimes the parent Tawny owl arrived with a small bird or animal. It was weeks 

before we actually saw the arrival of the young. Then, later, we had sightings of all three on the 

telegraph pole outside our window, or again, the two babies on the greenhouse roof. Now it is 

September, they have extended their territory and they come less frequently. 
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We have also enjoyed regular visits from the hedgehogs. At one time there was a large one 

(daddy?) in our back yard, a medium sized one(mummy?) with two small offspring in our front 

garden. But the slugs will win over these odds, I think. 

A wonderful year you will agree. Anon. September 1991 

GAMES AND PASTIMES OF A RAMMY CHILDHOOD 

When I was a child in the 1920s I lived in Carr Street where my mother kept a shop. There were quite 

a few children around about my age and after school and in the holidays we all used to play out. 

We had very little in the way of actual toys, and what we did have seemed to be played with in 

seasons. First it was tops and whips, the tops either carrot or turnip shaped. Whoever was lucky 

enough to own a packet of chalks shared them around and patterns were drawn on the tops, 

which, when they were spun looked beautiful to us. The whips were a piece of coloured stick with 

a leather thong, which broke after awhile and was replaced with a piece of thick string, or failing 

that several lengths of thin string plaited. Chalk was also used to mark out a hopscotch patch on 

the pavement and a piece of flat stone was used as a scotch. 

After this came skipping, individually or together. If you had a birthday and were lucky you got 

a new pair of skips. Why the description "a pair of skips" heaven knows, as what they actually 

consisted of was a length of rope with a wooden handle at each, end, the handles were painted or 

carved, or sometimes quite plain, depending on how much they cost. If you didn't have a birthday 

you prayed for your Mam's clothes line to wear out, and then you got the good bits to use as skips. 

Pieces of old clothes line joined together were also used for communal skipping, and the 

variations on this were endless. Six or seven of us would play together, with a girl at each end 

turning the rope, first we would run through the rope, then do one jump, then two and so on in a 

sort of relay. Then someone would shout "let's do pepper, everybody in" and the cry would go up 

"salt, mustard, vinegar, pepper" and the rope would be turned as fast as the end girls could go. This 

usually ended in chaos as someone got a foot caught in the rope, and one or two of us got a clout 

in the face with one of its many knots. We nearly all had a ball of some kind, the best bouncers 

usually being the solid rubber ones which were our favourites. I never remember girls playing 

group games with a ball. I don't know why, we left that to the boys, but you could play on your 

own for ages with a ball. I used to start to bounce the ball with my right hand, then swap to the 

left, then put my right leg over it, then my left, then do a spin round, but that was where I usually 

came unstuck, and the whole thing started all over again. All this could be done by bouncing the 

ball against a wall, usually whilst chanting some rhyme or other. 

Sometimes one of us might have a balloon to play with if the rag and bone man had been round 

whilst we were on holiday. More usually your Main swapped her rags for a donkey stone with 

which every proper Lancashire housewife outlined her doorstep after its weekly scrub. 

When May arrived we usually had a Maypole. This consisted of a broom with the bristle end 

covered with crepe paper, paper flowers, and any bits of greenery we could find. Old ribbons, tape, 

or even string with bits of coloured paper tied round it, were used for the streamers. A little stool, 

an old lace curtain draped around the chosen queen, and we were ready, not forgetting an 

old tin for the collection. We used to sing something that started off with "Round and round the 

maypole merrily we go ............................. " (what the rest was I can't remember!) and dance 

round for a bit until we had collected a few pennies. We then moved on a few yards and started all 

over again, until we had more or less covered our patch. 
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When summer arrived, and it really did arrive in those days, weeks of scorching weather were only 

punctuated by July thunderstorms when suddenly the wind got up and the heavens opened and it 

absolutely poured down for about an hour. Then just as suddenly the skies cleared and the sun was 

back and the rooftops and roads literally steamed until everything was dry again. 

After I was seven my play area extended quite a bit. In summer my playmates and I used to go round 

Ox Hey for picnics with jam butties and a bottle of kali water. Coming back we filled our bottles with 

spring water from Judy's Spout and took it home for our Mams. It was considered much better 

than tap water, or "corporation pop" as Dad used to call it. Judy's Spout was actually the main water 

supply for several old cottages round Springwood, just as the old well in Dundee Lane supplied 

several cottages there. We also used to play further along the back of Carr Street, past the Council 

workshops, and on the little square outside the mortuary. Quite often there would be a body in there. 

We knew because somebody had always seen it being put in, and this added a macabre thrill to our 

games of monsters and ghosts. 

In winter we still played out unless it was raining very hard, the bitter cold didn't bother us at all. 

A favourite pastime was to go down Bridge Street and on to the bridge over the railway line at the 

side of the level crossing. The trains of course were steam, and in those days very frequent. 

We used to stand on the bridge and wait for a train to go underneath, especially the ones going north. 

As they pulled out of the station, they chuffed out great bursts of steam which completely enveloped 

the bridge, and us if we didn't dash out of the way quickly enough, and that was the game. 

If the weather was very bad, I stayed in painting or reading or doing bobbin work, which was an 

empty cotton reel with four small nails in it. Wool was wound round the nails and passed over each 

previous winding, resulting in a long roll eventually emerging from the base of the cotton reel. I 

used to do yards of this, and sometimes join it up to make little mats. 

When it snowed, we spent hours making snowmen and snowballing or sledging. We used to play out 

until we couldn't feel our hands and feet, and then go home to thaw out, leaving a wet mess all over 

the house, and wet woolly gloves and socks to be half dried and then put on to go out and start all 

over again. 

We always seemed to have snow in winter, sometimes to a depth of several feet. It was quite common 

to open the door and find deep snow and have to dig paths through it to wherever you wanted to go, 

including the W C! Modern conveniences were few and far between in those days and television 

and hi-tech computer games not even thought of! 

    Margaret Ferguson 

[The above is an extract from a manuscript about her childhood in Ramsbottom which Mrs 

Ferguson hopes will eventually be published as a book.] 

 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

Since moving to Edenfield thirteen years ago I have become increasingly interested in Local History 

and aware of the changes taking place as some older buildings have disappeared. I decided to 

record details of some of them. 

ACRE HOUSE: I chose this as our house was built on its site in 1978. It was probably built in the 

early 1800s and occupied by Richard Rostron ('Pinch Dicky') who owned Bridge Mills. In 1871 its 

owner was Mrs Margaret Rostron, but by 1880 it was Jane Wilson's ladies' boarding school. 

On the 18910 S Map it was named as ACRES HOUSE. By 1930 it had changed its usage to 

become Dr Struther's home, followed by the Drs Ford (before they moved 
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to Market Street). A Mr and Mrs Bone inhabited it later, before it was turned into flats, prior to its 

demolition in 1976. The entrance was originally opposite the bus bay, but a new road was made onto 

the present site of eight houses off The Drive. Only the wall of the original coach house remains, but 

there was earlier a rear lane to Exchange Street through tennis courts and shrubbery. 

STUBBINS UNITED REFORMED CHURCH: I chose this as the church our children attended 

and as the venue of Edenfield Horticultural Society's Shows. Its datestone was 1865, but it opened 

as a Congregational Church for 750 people in 1867. The spire was 120' high and its style 

perpendicular with carved capitals and stained glass donated by James Porritt. From 1871- 80 the 

minister was the Rev Thomas Cain. Problems with its wood caused its demolition in 1983 and the 

adjacent Sunday school and lodge are for sale in 1991. 

CHAPEL HOUSE FARM: I chose this as it was on the lane to the Parish Church and vicarage 

(now a nursing home), and we were married there. There were cottages attached and it was 

built before 1800, housing a James Whittaker around 1850, whilst a Robert Holt was prosecuted 

in 1880 for allowing horses to stray on to the road. Later George Holt and his son farmed it, but it was 

demolished and redeveloped as Church Court in 1984. 

ROCHDALE ROAD CORNER: My only link here was that I originated from Rochdale! Its 

origins are hard to trace as it was never owner occupied, but in the hands of solicitors in Colne and 

London. However, it is remembered as Fred Dewhurst's Plumber's shop from about 1916 - 36. It 

was altered into a house in 1989 leaving a stone feature on the corner. 

DEARDEN CLOUGH MILL: My wife's father, Percy Isherwood, managed this for many years 

until c1976. The original 1767 mill was water-powered. In 1826 the looms were attacked as a prelude 

to the intervention of the military at the Chatterton Riots. In 1833 the cotton works was owned 

by Thomas Booth, but occupied by James Stott and Thomas Smith. By 1861 James Emmett was the 

owner, and later Clegg and Brierley operated it, followed by Joseph and James Porritt A Mr 

Bealey also owned it before George Clegg's name was linked to it until its demolition in 

1990, which revealed the hollow remains of the swimming pool across the stream and the 

steep waterfall. 

I should like to thank my sources in Edenfield Local History Society, plus John Simpson's book 

Edenfield 1500-1770 and Andrew Todd's Trade Directory Reprints 1818-1888. Please contact 

me with any further details via Ramsbottom Heritage Centre. 

Clyde L Tweedale 

CHILDREN AT THE HERITAGE CENTRE 

Tuesday 14th May 1991 was to prove a very unusual day at the Heritage Centre. A visit from a party 

of schoolchildren was expected and as many helpers as could be mustered were on hand for the 

event. It was decided that the children would be admitted in small groups so that everyone could 

have a good look round and the helpers would be able to explain things to the children. A wise 

decision when it turned out that the whole party numbered around 200! 

But what a surprise when the first group arrived with their teachers! The children had travelled on 

the train and were all dressed up in "Railway Children" costumes, which we were later told they had 

made themselves. Each child had a paper with questions about the pictures, maps, drawings, models, 

etc on display which they had to answer. They were also allowed time to browse around the sales 

counter. We could certainly have done with some extra pairs of hands as the children queued up to 

buy pens, postcards and other mementoes of their visit to the Centre and their ride on the train. 
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The children were eager to learn about the things on display and behaved themselves marvellously. 

After a most amazing two and a half hours the last of the children left to rejoin the train. 

There was yet another surprise a few days later. Letters were received and each child had 

drawn a picture of their happy day. Some of the drawings were displayed in the Centre later. 

Many happy hours are spent at the Centre by the helpers. We have met people from many parts of the 

world, also people who are looking for help in tracing the history of their houses or families. 

Others seek information about Ramsbottom, past and present. 

With more helpers we could do a lot more to assist them. So think it over all those who read this 

magazine - young ones as well as older ones. A little time goes a long way and you never know who 

you might meet - maybe a long-lost relation. 

                                                                                                                      Hilda Barrett 

 NEWS TRAVELS 

From the Kent County News, 9th December 1876: "DR CRAWSHAW 

Our readers will, we are sure, regret to hear that this gentleman will in a few weeks leave 

Margate. Few medical practitioners have succeeded in so short a time in becoming so deservedly 

popular and highly esteemed as he was. To the poor especially he has ever been a warm and 

sincere friend." 

 
From the Bury Times, 13 th January 1877: 

"A DOCTOR COMES TO RAMSBOTTOM FROM MARGATE 

Mrs Smith begs to state that Dr Crawshaw has succeeded to the practice of the late Dr Smith, 

Barwood Mount, Ramsbottom." 

 
Dr Benjamin Crawshaw practised in Ramsbottom for many years and was followed at 

Barwood Mount by his son, Dr. Charles. 

His other son, Dr George Crawshaw, was a well-known GP in Greenmount. Dr Charles' son, another 

Dr Ben, emigrated to Australia after the Second World War and was later joined there by his father, 

who had retired, and in turn been succeeded by Dr Harry Kelsey. 

 

RAMSBOTTOM TROLLEY BUSES 

Parliament granted Ramsbottom Urban District Council permission to start a tram service as early 

as 1903, but the cost of providing the overhead cable and the road works, the tramsheds and the 

electricity supply, as well as widening Peel Bridge, meant that the work was deferred 

year 
by 

year. 

The following persistent correspondence occurred between one objector and Whitehall. 

Gent'm', I wrote to you eight days ago and got no answer to my query re this UDC's reason for 

extension of trams time. 

I have a right to know it as no doubt you have informed the other side my reason for objecting, for 

which they advertised your meeting. Thus I think it is neither business polite or gentlemanly. 

                        Yours respectfully, R.Wallwork. Bolton Road West 
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July 15th 1908 

Dear Sir, We beg to acknowledge receipt of your annual protest against the extension of time for the proposed 

tramways. 

No doubt you have communicated with the Board of Trade. Yours faithfully, 

Baker & Co., Parliamentary Agents. Westminster 

From Mr. Wallwork: 

B.O.T. sent me word that they have granted an extension of time to the above UDC on the ground that they see no 

sufficient reason not to do. 

I would like to know what is considered sufficient reason, more than it is NOT needed and  WONT pay. 

Beside what I said, in 1895 Bury opposed it on that ground and l may say that since then, rerouting it from Edenfield 

to Holcombe Brook is, in a way of speaking, from nowhere to nowhere and worse. 

P.S. It is all very fine for a local paper to boom it, a few private folk to engineer it and after failure to get the 

UDC to take it up, these long heads to have been paid for their failures out of the rates, and lawyers to line their 

pockets too from the same source. 

July 18th 1911 

Dear Sir, Ramsbottom Tramways. We enclose another communication we have received from Mr. Wallwork. 

Can you not provide adequate accommodation for this harmless imbecile in the County asylum? Yours 

faithfully, Baker and Co. 

A further riposte from the agents in Whitehall to Bury Council. 

Dear Sirs, You will remember that Mr. Wallwork objected to the extension of time for the 

tramways. He has since been sending in letters of complaint which we are forwarding to you as they may 

amuse if not interest you. 

Although he complains of incivility on our part in not answering his letters he does not think it necessary to put   

postage stamps on his. 

Yours faithfully, etc. 

Since the Act was to expire in 1913, the council was prevailed upon to use trolley buses instead, so that 

less extensive roadworks would be needed. So it was that Ramsbottom became the only town 

relying exclusively on trolley buses. 

A pamphlet was published by the council outlining their proposals and a poll of electors was taken, 

the result being 999 votes for the trolley buses, 407 against. 

But Mr Wallwork's objections proved well founded, when over the years the service never made a 

profit. A 1Rd in the £ rate became 10d in the £ by 1920. 

Rail-less Electric Traction Co of Leeds supplied two buses in August 1913 and the service began with 

all speed. The first bus arrived on Sunday, 9th August 1913. It was tried out on Monday, passed its 

official inspection on Thursday, 13th August and hook on board its first paying passengers that same 

evening. 

The following people were employed in 1913: 

James Wild, Inspector in Charge £2.2.Od John Walsh, Learner Driver, £1.7s.6d 

J.R. Law, Experienced Driver, £1.12s.6d     James Hitch, Learner Driver, £1.7s.6d 
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Ashton Seddon, Learner Driver, £1.7s.6d Sydney Parsons, Overhauler £1.7s.6d 

Harold Monks, Learner Conductor 18s.0d Herbert Williamson, Labourer £1.0s.0d 

John Keefe, Learner Conductor 18s.0d John Beswick, Clerk £1.5s.0d        

Frank Ribchester, Learner Conductor 18s 0d 

The total wages bill was £14.3s.6d per week. 

 
The outbreak of war the following year caused many problems, well- illustrated in the letter 

from James Wild in 1916: 

To Chairman and Members of the Traction Committee 

Gentlemen, in laying an appeal before you for an increase in my wages, kindly permit me to give some 

of my reasons for so doing. 

I have now been in your employ for a period of three years during which time I have endeavoured to fulfil 

my duties to the best of my abilities. The work has generally been carried out under adverse 

circumstances as you are aware. You will remember that I undertook certain work which should have been 

carried out by your consultant Mr. Hamilton and I believe this work has been carried out to your 

satisfaction. During the last two years the difficulty experienced by everyone in obtaining supplies 

has increased my work considerably and it has entailed long hours of labour in order to keep any 

service whatever. The work as you are aware is much more difficult owing to existing road 

conditions and far in excess of what was expected at the outset. The call of the army has caused additional 

work for me in the shape of having to attend either early morning or late at night until new men could be 

left in charge of the depot. Some twelve months ago our linesman left us and since that time I have 

undertaken these duties and have carried out most of the work between midnight on Saturday and Sunday 

noon in order to reduce expenses and keep the line in good order. 

There is every possibility that future calls will be made upon me in the near future as both depot and 

traffic men will be called to the colours. I may say that this is my first application for an increase, 

although you were good enough to grant me an increase of 10/- per week after six months service. 

The present high cost of living has compelled me to make this application mainly as with the present 

wages I am in worse circumstances than when first employed by you. 

For your guidance as to what is paid by other towns I can assure you that I am paid less than an ordinary 

Traffic Superintendent, who does not have any repair work of any description to do or supervise. At 

Haslingden the Manager is paid £3.10s. per week and has not any cars to look after, as these are supplied 

by Accrington and Rawtenstall Corporation. At Rawtenstall the Tramway Manager recently had an 

increase in salary and in addition I am given to understand that each officer receives a war bonus of 10/- 

per week. 

I shall be glad if you will kindly give this application your careful consideration and I ask that a 

substantial increase be granted, such as you may consider sufficient to meet the claims of the position. 

Thanking you in anticipation, I remain, Yours faithfully, James Wild, Manager. 

 
Mr. Wild got his rise - to £3 per week in April 1917.
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The following extract from the Ramsbottom Observer of 6th April, 1917 is the evidence that six buses 

were in service by that time. The first two arrived in August 1913 and the second two shortly 

afterwards. Numbers 5 and 6 began operating 1915. 

Interest in Ramsbottom Trackless trams can be gathered from the fact that the passengers average 10,000 per week. 

Nos. 5 and 6 cars have been in "hospital" for the last twelve months, waiting for castings, which cannot be got out 

owing to the war and labour conditions. 

It is a pity that these two cars are the newest and most up to date of a fleet of six which the council possess. Everybody 

says they are "beautiful to ride in". "It is like being in a motor car" remarked one young lady the other day. 

No.2 was last out four months ago, and is still docked for parts, which also cannot be obtained. 

Nos. 3 and 4 are doing the work of the fleet, and it is reckoned that if only two others could be released and put into 

regular use, the rate against the cost of the system would go down with a bump in a reasonable time. 

No. 3 is a fine service car. It has run 21,000 miles since August 12th last. This is real testimony to the thoroughness 

with which it was overhauled at the Ramsbottom depot under the direction of the tramways manager (Mr. J. Wild) 

As any of the other cars overhauled elsewhere have not done more than 10,000 miles, it is obvious that in future all 

overhauling should be done at Stubbins Lane. 

As for No. I car, it has just been overhauled at Leeds and should be in service again before long? 

 
When it is remembered that the roads were made from stone setts and the tyres were solid rubber 

it is no surprise that the shaking these vehicles endured made sure that they spent most of their lives 

being repaired and rebuilt. They were simply not up to the job. 

Repairs had already been needed in 1913 but by May 1914 the four cars supplied needed to 

have new bodies, springs and wheels at a cost of £60 per car. 

In spite of this, two new cars were ordered which were delivered in 1915 after several visits to 

hurry things along. 

A meeting of the RUDC Traction Committee in March 1916 

"resolved that having heard a report on car service generally and the position with regard to no.2 car now 

undergoing repairs at Leeds, a present payment of £175 be made to RET Construction Co. in order to 

secure the delivery of this car, on the understanding however that£125 is in respect of the car and £50 in 

respect of retention moneys on cars 5 and 6. The delivery of the side member to be made forthwith. That 

repairs on no.3 car now at Leeds and the delivery of materials for execution of necessary work on cars 

1,4,5 and 6 be proceeded with as quickly as possible. 

Also resolved to send Mr. Wild to Leeds to arrange delivery of car no.2". 

So the service staggered on through the post war years until 1922 when Mr Sydney Parsons became 

general manager. They decided to buy a new tram (no7) and have nos 1,2,3,4 and 6 cars reconditioned. 

However the Traction Committee was persuaded at the same time to place an order for the first petrol 

driven bus. Several more petrol buses were purchased over the next year and by 1928, as the 

trolleys became decrepit, it was decided to phase them out completely. In that same year the Ministry 

of Transport planned to allow an increase to 16 mph in the speed limit, providing the vehicles had 

pneumatic tyres and improvements were made to the electrical system. Ramsbottom council said 

they would stay with solid tyres as they were planning to stop using these vehicles. 
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Twice yearly thereafter the Ministry wrote asking if all trolleys had ceased to which Ramsbottom replied "No 

-they could not fix a definite date". Eventually one remaining trolley ran for 40 minutes a day at rush periods. 

Finally, on 1st April 1931 the Council wrote to say that this last trolley bus had been withdrawn. A fitting 

date to end the era. 

Sources : RUDC Minutes of Traction Committee, Correspondence and Documents. 

Ramsbottom Observer Reports (at Bury Archive) 

Barbara Palmer 

 

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
The 5th year of the Society's photographic competition has produced a record number of entries, 

with 124 photos being submitted. Many thanks go to the 16 entrants who have donated their pictures 

taken in 1991, thus enabling an archive to be kept of modern - day Ramsbottom. 

This year, the competition reverted to its original format by having four categories. 

The most popular category was EVENTS which attracted 52 entries. One of the major events of the 

year was the extension of the East Lancashire Railway to Rawtenstall. Other events included the 

Whit Walk, the Market and The Bank Holiday Weekends. 

The TOWN AND COUNTRY category had 29 entries depicting landscape scenes, and pictures 

of buildings being demolished, one example being the old bus depot on Stubbins Lane making way for 

a petrol station. 

The OPEN category also had 29 entries which included many from Mr Tom Barrett of a school visit 

to the Heritage Centre. 

A special category this year was INTERIORS as the society does not have enough pictures of the 

inside of buildings. This category attracted 14 entries, which included the churches of St Paul's and 

Christchurch, both of which were renovated during the year. This year's competition was judged 

by one of our members, Mr W M Bennion, who had the very difficult job of choosing an overall 

winner of the Dickensian Trophy, and the four category winners. Highly Commended Certificates 

were also awarded. 

Overall winner: Robin Sharples Ramsbottom Station 

Events: 

Winner Mr J G S Summers 

Highly commended John Leyland, Tom Barrett 

Town and Country: 

Winner Robin Sharples 

Highly commended Alan Hibbert, Mrs Dorothy Moss 

Interiors: 

Winner Mrs Patricia Greer 

Highly commended Alan Hibbert, Mrs Dorothy Moss 

Open: 
 

Winner Jack Palmer 

Highly commended John Leyland 
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WELCOME to our fifth News Magazine. In future the Magazine will be produced in spring 

and autumn, instead of winter and summer as previously. The main reason is to avoid producing 

one in the run up to Christmas which is always a busy time for everyone concerned. 

Demand for the Magazine continues to grow. The earlier issues have now been completely 

sold out and people still keep asking for them. One reason for this seems to be that people who have 

not seen the Magazine before buy one and then want the back numbers. Most encouraging for 

all concerned! 

As usual this issue contains a mixture of news of the Society's activities, the latest information 

about the Heritage Centre and articles from people who are researching various aspects of 

Ramsbottom's past. New this time is our review section which I hope will become a regular 

feature. 

The Magazine is always in need of articles, drawings, recollections of days gone by and interesting 

pieces of information. We are steadily building up a team of regular contributors, and more 

people do seem to be sending in the occasional item. We do appreciate their efforts, but obviously more 

are needed if the Magazine is to continue and develop as we all hope it will. I think the lack of personal 

recollections this time is due to the fact that Andrew Todd's competition (see page 16 for details), with 

its opportunity to win a prize, has proved a greater attraction than the Magazine. I hope this is only 

temporary! 
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I know there are a number of people busily at work on various projects and hope that 

eventually the fruits of their labours will be published so that we may all share in their 

discoveries. If you are one of these perhaps you might like to write up "the story so far" 

as an article for the Magazine, as several people have done in this issue. It is always 

interesting to hear how other people are progressing. Also, as well as providing an 

interesting contribution to the Magazine, it is always possible that someone reading 

the article may be able to help with additional information, perhaps just the missing piece you 

need to complete the jigsaw. In this case “what happens next" could be a further article 

and the "conclusion" could possibly be a Heritage publication, so please do consider 

this suggestion. 

On behalf of the Society I would like to thank the National Westminster Bank who have again 

sponsored our Magazine. Their continuing support is much appreciated by the Society. 

The Society continues to thrive, meetings are as popular as ever, and the Heritage Centre 

flourishes. Perhaps this is the time to remind people of the annual photographic competition. 

Although the closing date is still some months away photographs should be taken throughout 

the year. More details from John Leyland at the Heritage Centre. 

Barbara Park, Editor 

SOCIETY NEWS 

MONTHLY MEETINGS continue to be well attended. The calibre of speakers 

remains high and the subjects wide ranging. Over the past year we have learned more about 

the Borough Archives as they relate to Ramsbottom, the history of the Chatterton 

Riots, the Holcombe Brook Line and many other interesting topics. 

As you will see on page 16 the programme for 1992/93 looks as varied and interesting as 

ever. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: The subscriptions year commenced on 1st April 1992, £4.50p 

adults / £2 concessionary (retired, unwaged, student). Members receive the News 

Magazine: free twice yearly thereby saving £1 on their fee. So don't delay, join today! 

THE HERITAGE CENTRE: Since the closing of the highly successful Transport 

exhibition the display team has worked very hard to get the new exhibition ready for the 

Easter opening. 'LOCAL SCHOOLS - Past History and Present Projects' is sure to 

bring back memories of the 'happiest days of our lives'. Photographs, documents and artefacts 

generously loaned by local schools, and members and friends of the Heritage Society 

have been used to mount an interesting and nostalgic display, including an old 

schoolroom tableau which is certain to attract many visitors, both young and old, to the 

Centre this summer. 

We are very pleased to welcome school parties on Tuesday afternoons, but these must 

be booked in advance by telephoning the Secretary on 0706 822620. 

The Centre in Carr Street (opposite the library) is open each Saturday and Sunday and Bank 

Holidays from 12 noon to 4.00pm and Tuesdays from 2.00 - 4.00pm. There is no charge for 

admission but donations are very welcome! Refreshments are available, there is a 

sales counter and there are facilities for the disabled. Parking nearby. 
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WHY NOT JOIN US? Would you like to come and help at the Centre for an hour or two, or 

even for a whole afternoon? No pay but good company and the chance to learn more about the 

history of Ramsbottom from our many visitors, even better if you are able to enlighten others 

about the 'old days'. You may wish to welcome people at the reception desk, make tea or 

coffee in the kitchen or help to sell local history books and other items at the counter. With 

a Committee member on hand to keep an eye on things it really is a very pleasant way 

of spending time. 

Perhaps you would prefer to be in the office helping to catalogue the items for the 

Archives? Are you able to use a word processor? Do you like filing? All these skills 

are needed to keep the Centre running smoothly. If you would like to help in any way at 

all we'd love to have you as part of the team. You need only commit yourself to an hour or 

two whenever you can spare the time, although some of our helpers enjoy it so much 

that we see them most weekends! Please contact me at the Heritage Centre during opening 

hours, or leave a message on the answering machine (0706 821603).Do please think 

about joining our team. You will be very welcome!                Dorothy Moss 

TRAIN OF THOUGHT 
Those of us who attended the February meeting enjoyed an interesting talk by Mr T 

Ashworth on the History of the Holcombe Brook Railway Line. The following article, 

by Mr W M Bennion provides an interesting sidelight on the same subject. 

In 1977 we watched the progress of the M66 Motorway to Ramsbottom and it is 

interesting to note that, just a hundred years before, there were plans for the 

improvement of communications between Bury, Tottington and Holcombe Brook. 

In the Bury Times for 20th January 1877 there appeared an advertisement announcing the 

public issue of 5,000 £10 shares in the Bury and Tottington District Railway Company. 

The necessary Act of Parliament was passed later in that year, but, because of 

engineering difficulties, the line was not operational until late 1882. The same issue of the 

newspaper contains a description of the proposed railway, as follows: 

"The line is intended to be connected with the East Lancashire station Bolton Street, and, 

passing on the northerly side of Chamber Hall near the engineering works of Mr James Park, 

will cross the River Irwell by a viaduct and, leaving the Bury and Heap Company's mill to the 

left, will pass under Brandlesholme Road and into the valley near Messrs Olive Brothers 

paper mill, to which, as well as to Messrs Olive and Sons wagon building works, there will 

be sidings. At Woolfold the first passenger station will be reached, and, as the road 

from Bury to Tottington is fast becoming one continuous line of houses and abutting 

streets are being laid out, the passenger traffic is likely to be pretty extensive. Leaving 

Woolfold, the line for some distance traverses the course of Kirklees Brook on the right of the 

valley until, passing out of the Messrs Olives land, it approaches the village of Tottington over 

land in the possession of Mr William Hoyle. The exact position of the passenger and goods 

stations at Tottington has not yet been fixed, but probably Sandy Lane will best meet the 

requirements of the majority of those likely to use them. The line forward to Holcombe Brook 

will cross by a viaduct the filter beds connected with Tottington Mill - a siding to which 

will be formed on its junction with Millhouse Meadow - and almost from that point will 

be a 
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continuous cutting, the depth of which, when passing under Green Mount Road will be about 16½ 

feet. Thence the gradients will be rather steep: first 1 in 40 and at the terminus 1 in 50. The 

station at Holcombe Brook will be near the end of Longsight, and, doubtless in the summer season 

it will be lively with visitors in quest of mountain air, while the stone quarries of Holcombe will 

almost certainly yield more of their treasures for the conveyance of which the intended line will be 

most accessible and convenient. Another and important feature in the proposed undertaking will 

be the forming of a junction near the Irwell, by means of which direct communication will be had 

with Summerseat and all stations beyond without the necessity of running into Bury either going 

or returning". 

W M Bennion 

 

AUSTRALIAN UPDATE 
The correspondence with Mrs Joy Bussem of Australia continues. I have written to her passing on 

information from readers of the last magazine and she now writes that she has discovered yet more 

links with this area, a Holcombe Hill and a Holcombe Manor. She is now busily at work trying 

to discover their history from the Shire Landrights Book. 

Mrs Bussem has also sent me this press cutting about the death of the grandson of the Lawrence 

Rostron who began the connection 

 

The vastness of Australia and the enormous distances that have to be travelled, even in the course of 

everyday life, are illustrated when she writes "I must catch the mail man or I will have to drive 

30km to the nearest Post Office". 
Dorothy Moss 

THE STORY OF THE FUSILIER  (Formerly The Cemetery) 
When I first joined the Ramsbottom Heritage Society some years ago everyone was encouraged to 

investigate some part, no matter how small and specialised, of Ramsbottom's past. I had been 

interested in the history of The Fusilier pub on Bolton Road West since I moved in, and knew 

that it had formerly been known as The Cemetery. I had always intended to investigate its 

history but, like many others I suspect, had not actually got around to doing anything about it. I 

decided that the time had come to make a start. 
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But where to start? My first point of contact was the Area Manager of Whitbread's 

brewery. I explained what my intentions were - to compile a history of the pub. He 

made enquiries and I was put in contact with the brewery archives. I made 

arrangements and eventually visited a building in the town centre of Blackburn where all the 

deeds which Whitbread's had were put at my disposal. 

The deeds dated back to 4th October, 1854. The early documents were works of art, set out 

on large sheets of parchment, detailed in copper-plate writing and sealed with red sealing wax 

into which had been impressed the official seal. By comparison, today's documents 

appear to be plain, characterless and unimaginative, although it has to be admitted they are 

far easier to decipher! 

A photocopier was placed at my disposal, and the next stage proved to be a real 

challenge. Because the early deeds were approximately two and a half times the size of the 

photocopier's capacity, I had to photocopy each document at least three times in order to get 

every detail included. Of course, at a later date, this meant cutting, piecing and glueing 

together each deed like a giant jigsaw puzzle. To date, in order to get started on the early 

history of the pub, I have put together two of the deeds, for the years 1854 and 1877. 

I was then able to start on the task of deciphering and transcribing the wording. 

Another lengthy, but fascinating project. They did not use punctuation marks, which made 

life a bit difficult. However, here and there were some underlined letters which did help a 

little. The outdated phrases were sometimes quite bewildering, for example, "... the 

said Richard Townsend, Thomas Earnshaw, Betsey Earnshaw and Aaron Thorpe and Jane his 

wife and of each and every of them of in unto and at of the said hereby surrendered premises." 

I did this over a period of time, as the fancy took me and time allowed. 

As names appeared, I began to wonder who these people were. Thomas Earnshaw, Betsey 

Earnshaw, Aaron Thorpe and his wife Jane. So, to find out more I contacted Bury Reference 

Library and made arrangements to view the 1841 census returns for Tottington Lower End 

and there I found Aaron Thorpe who was a shopkeeper in Holcombe. He had a wife 

called Jane, they were both aged 41 and had both been born in Lancashire. They had five 

children - James 18, who was an apprentice mechanic, Ann 15, Robert 13, Leah 9 and 

John 3, However, the 1851 census showed only Aaron and his wife, then both aged 51, on 

their own except for a servant, Betsey Howarth, aged 26. What, I wonder, happened to John 

who would now be 13, and Leah who would now be 19? Maybe the others had fled the nest and 

married. Yet another mystery to investigate! 

In the deeds for 1854 is a reference to the fact that Jane had been "examined by the steward 

and deputy steward of the Court and had confessed that she was not constrained 

thereto by her said husband" and reference was made to the marriage settlement. So, it would 

seem that there is every possibility that Jane's maiden name could have been Earnshaw and that 

the family mentioned had inherited this estate from their father and were now dividing it up 

between them. 

Quite some time passed before this project again saw the light of day. In September 1991 we left 

the pub, for reasons which will be included in another part of The Fusilier story. However, I 

managed to re-assemble all the items I had accumulated (bear in mind we had just moved house) 

deeds, notebooks, plans, photographs etc. 

My first port of call was again to Bury Reference Library as, in order to get a wider 



6 Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 5 Summer 1992 
 

perspective of the period (1854 that is), I wanted to find out what was going on 

internationally. The Crimean War had started; Florence Nightingale had begun her crusade 

for better conditions in hospitals at the front; the ill-fated Charge of the Light Brigade had taken 

place and was immortalized in the same year by Tennyson. I am also researching contemporary 

local events. The Bury Times, however, did not appear on the streets until 1855. 

At the other end of the time scale, I have started to record some of the events occurring during our 

tenancy of The Fusilier. 

I will continue to decipher, ferret, cut and glue, write, visit libraries until, hopefully, the story 

of The Fusilier is eventually complete. 

If anyone has any information or recollections to add to the story, I would be very 

pleased to hear from them. I can be contacted through the Heritage Centre. 

                                                                                                                        Judith Appleby 

  THE STOCKDALE SAGA 
Local history really comes to life when one talks to inhabitants who have seen the many 

changes which have affected their locality. Such a person is Mrs Marjorie Alferoff of 

Edenfield, grand-daughter of William Stockdale, who was the founder of Turnbull and 

Stockdale Ltd. Early this century she was born in Moorfield, the vicarage of St John's in 

Shuttleworth, but soon moved to Stubbins Villa (also known as Greystones) which was 

demolished to make way for the large roundabout over the end of the M66 at Edenfield. In 

the late 1920's she lived at Rosebank House, (demolished in the late 1980's) opposite the now 

demolished mill of the same name. After a short spell at Little Holcombe House in the 1930s 

and a long period at Underbarrow, near Kendal, she lived again at Rosebank from 1956-85. 

To this day she cherishes an 1844 Manchester Guardian newspaper which was found in the attic 

of Rosebank after damage was caused by the landmine explosion in Stubbins in 1941. With 

pride she recalls her father, Herbert Porritt Cain, who married Florence Stockdale. He was a 

director of Turnbull and Stockdale's and also acted as a support driver for the record ascent in 

1924 of Ben Nevis, Scafell and Snowdon in 22 hours 55 minutes. The Lytham lifeboat from 

1951-78 also had a strong local connection, being named Sarah Townsend Porritt after being 

donated by a member of the family and Mrs Alferoff supported the RNLI She remembers touring 

the various mills selling Remembrance Day poppies each year, noting the miming talk of the 

Chatterton Mill weavers and admiring the quality fabrics produced by the firm of which her 

brothers Billy and Tommy were also directors. Some local houses and mills survive, linked by the 

various families. Mrs Alferoff's other grandfather was the Rev. Thomas Cain who was Pastor at 

Stubbins Congregational Church for 42 years, until 1906 (not the mere 10 years I indicated in 

the last edition of this Magazine!) 

How did Turnbull and Stockdale Ltd emerge as a local giant? Happily they published a Jubilee 

Brochure in 1931 tracing and celebrating 50 years, from the union of William Turnbull and William 

Stockdale, both from Bury in the early 1880's. They ran a print works at Stacksteads until 

1906, but used "Rosebank" as a trade name after establishing the Stubbins Mill in 1896. The 

Croft End Bleach works by the Irwell bridge were added in 1900, and the weaving shed on 

Chatterton Lane in 1908. Their recipe for success was printing cloth for the Manchester trade and 

creating their own designs on their own cloth. Edenwood Mill was the other mill in the 

group although they 
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acquired the agency of the Gainsborough Silk Weaving Co. in 1920, allowing them to sell 

special lines in brocades, damasks as well as calicos, linens and cretonnes. World War 1 took 

its toll as 29 died out of 219 employees serving their country. By 1931 there were about 

750 employees, of whom 128 were awarded £25 for their 25 years with Turnbull and 

Stockdale. They enjoyed a local sports club, including a 9-hole golf course, between 

the Duckworth Arms and Edenwood Mill, a football team and cricket teams for both men 

and women. Such was the firm in its heyday and hopefully I shall be able to piece together 

the decades since 1931 to the present day when only the Edenwood Mill and Croft Mill 

remain under the control of Edward Turnbull & Sons Ltd. 

Clyde L Tweedale 

 
THE SPENCERS OF HAZLEHURST 

In issue three of this magazine Andrew Todd wrote an article about the group of RHS 

members who attended an evening class at Woodhey and decided to investigate the history 

of Spencer's Engraving Works. Ramsbottom was an important centre of the engraving 

industry in the 19th century. The growth of the calico printing industry depended on 

new developments in this field. We decided to try and find out who these engravers were and 

whence they came. 

From the 1851 census we discovered that John Spencer, engraver, was living at 

Hazlehurst next door but one to Jonathan Spencer. John was born at Ringley in 1823. Who 

was he and why did he come to Ramsbottom? 

We had already found that one of the several rows of cottages between Holcombe Brook 

and Hazlehurst was known as "Spencer's", the three cottages having been built by a Thomas 

Spencer between 1823 and 1829. From the deeds of the works it was possible to show that 

these cottages were those adjacent to the engraving shop (albeit that by 1851 there 

were four houses in the row). 

Over the years the cottages have been occupied by Mark, Betty, Richard, Enoch, John 

and Jonathan Spencer and their families. John lived under the engraving works in 1855 

alongside Susan Spencer and Richard Yates, who was married to Tamar Spencer. 

It seemed safe to assume that the John Spencer whose name the firm bears to this day was a 

member of that family. Thomas Spencer, who built the cottages which took his name, was 

buried at Holcombe in 1834, as was Rachel his wife c1828. They were both at Woodhey Gate 

at the time of their deaths and their marriage was confirmed at Bury St Mary's in 1782. Mark 

and Jonathan were their sons. In his will Thomas was described as "a Yeoman of Woodhey 

Gate" and from this same source we found that he also had two daughters and another son, 

John. Had we found our engraver? 

No. When the will was written in 1833, son John was already dead (Holcombe 1832, aged 50). 

He left one child, Joseph Spencer. Joseph inherited 280 Bolton Road West, Mark got 278 and 

Jonathan 276, with Joseph and Jonathan paying 10/- per annum to Mark. After Mark's death in 

1836, this rent devolved to his sons Richard and John. 

The daughters of Thomas each received one cottage at Wood hey Gate and half of the 

third cottage which he owned there. The elder daughter, Tamar, was married to Richard Yates, 

a farmer, and later they lived at Little Holcombe before moving to the engraving works, 

where one of their sons was an apprentice engraver. Whilst the 
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families were mostly connected with farming and weaving, as was commonplace in this 

district at that time, they could also have had connections with Tottington Lower End 

Workhouse at Woodhey, since John Spencer's name occurs signing the accounts 

in the 1820's and J Spencer's medical expenses were authorised in the overseer's 

account book of the 1820s A Jonathan Spencer is listed as a Surgeon in Rogerson’s 

1818 Directory and as a Druggist at Spencer's cottages in the 1851 Census. Jonathan, 

Elizabeth his wife and Margaret his daughter lived in Ramsbottom in 1841 near Princes 

Street and Silver Street. Here he was described as a weaver, but there is no reason to believe 

that it was not the same family. 

To confuse things even more there was yet another John Spencer at Holcombe 

Brook, a partner with James Ashworth, master printer, at Altar Works 

 
 

There were also: John and Ann at Gibbon Green (on Helmshore Road) 

John and Kezia at Bolton Street, Ramsbottom 

John and Alice at Top o’th' Royle 

James and Rachel at Broxbottoms 

Robert and Sarah at Broxbotttons 

Robert and Lettice at Barrwood 

George and Jenny at Ramsbottom 

 
……………… and maybe more 

 
 

Mark and Betty Spencer also had a son named John but he died in 1840 and is buried at 

Holcombe. 

In later years Amelia Forshaw, daughter of John Spencer, our engraver, became the sole 

owner of the engraving works and in 1901 her husband, John Forshaw, had "become 

fined and siezed" of 280 Bolton Road West, which Joseph Spencer had inherited in 

1834. Then in 1906 Amelia herself bought 278 Bolton Road West, previously in 

the occupation of Richard Spencer, together with the two rents aforementioned. 

So +t was not until 1906 that Spencer's cottages became part of the engraving works estate. 

Perhaps John Spencer was not who he seemed to be? John Spencer was born at Ringley in 1823 

but we can find no record. He also married Alice, but again we can find no record. 

Undeterred, we are now off on yet another tack! 

Barbara Palmer 
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      REVIEWS 
In future we are hoping to include brief reviews of books and pamphlets on local historical 

subjects. Many of the publications will not be new but will be included for the benefit of those who 

are either new to the area, new to local history, or simply have not come across them before. 

Also by drawing attention to what has already been done we hope that others will be 

motivated to search out their neglected files and finally complete their own projects! 

If you would like to suggest a title for inclusion in future issues, or offer to write a review, please 

contact the Editor at the Heritage Centre or leave a message on the answering machine (0706 

821603). 

Below Trevor Park reviews three very different publications which illustrate different aspects 

of local history. 

Origins of the Health Service in Bury and Ramsbottom Part 1 : Barbara Palmer for 

Ramsbottom Heritage Society 1989. £1.25 

Barbara Palmer's contribution, subtitled Faith, Hope and Medicine in the 18th and 19th 

Centuries groups together five separate aspects of local medical history. 

The earliest records consulted were those contained in the Diary of Dr Robert Kay of 

Baldingstone written between 1740 and 1750 and the latest those dealing with the foundation of 

the Ramsbottom Cottage Hospital in 1900. 

Certain themes stand out. One such is the question of finance for hospital treatment. Money came 

from the donations and subscriptions of the wealthy who in return were given the right to 

recommend free treatment to those whom they nominated from amongst the poor. Whether 

the primary purpose was the healing of the sick or the use of a method of social control in order to 

keep the poor in line was not always very clear. 

There was no such ambiguity about the requirement that those restored to health should 

attend the monthly meeting of the Board in order to return thanks "for what has been done for 

them". Such a "manifesting of gratitude, the fitting demonstration of which cannot be 

withheld without injury to the character" was regarded as essential. Whether the character in 

danger of injury was that of the patient giving thanks or those of the Board members receiving 

them could no doubt be a subject for debate! 

Another theme of interest relates to what can be called the medical closed shop. Doctors 

were often less than enthusiastic about charitable medical developments such as the Bury 

Dispensary. They had no objections as long as treatment was restricted to those who could not 

afford to pay but any extension to those a little better off was always fiercely resisted by 

doctors who saw their fees under threat. "The improper bestowal of alms" appeared to the 

medical men of the time as almost as great a scourge as the cholera or typhus which were so 

prevalent. 

Barbara Palmer, who is herself a pharmacist, has written a clear and concise account of local medical 

developments covering a period of more than a century and a half. It is illustrated by many interesting 

quotations and statistics. We now look forward to the publication of part two of her work. 

 Basic Record Keeping for Family Historians: Andrew Todd: pub by Allen & Todd, 

Ramsbottom, Dec 1991. £2.99 

Family history lends itself to a "do it yourself" (DIY) approach much more readily than many other 

branches of the subject but DIY in any walk of life does not always come 
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easily as many will know to their cost. 

You need to have the right tools and know how to use them and be methodical in 

carrying out the task in hand. Once the work is completed you need to be able to stand back 

and assess it in order to ensure that you have not missed out some vital component. 

Otherwise the entire edifice which you have so painstakingly assembled is liable to collapse 

around your ears. 

Andrew Todd has written an excellent DIY guide for family historians and in particular for 

the large number whose enthusiasm is not matched by their expertise. Whether the source 

to be examined be census returns, parish registers, inscriptions on gravestones or 

probate records certain ways of working will be much more productive. Particular methods 

of recording information will be much more valuable and the process of assessment can 

be considerably facilitated by means of a systematic approach. Andrew Todd 

provides us with signposts and guidelines in all these respects and many more. His use 

of record sheets will be of particular value to those to whom systems and methods may not 

come naturally. His inclusion of hints such as the best way of repairing torn documents or 

filing information for future use will be of assistance to all. 

Andrew Todd tells us that there are some signs that family history is acquiring a little more 

credibility in the eyes of the historical establishment. If that is so it is in no small measure due 

to the quality of publications such as this. 

 
STORIES IN STONE: Datestones in Ramsbottom: John B Taylor 1991. £2.95 

John Taylor has produced a carefully researched and illustrated survey of Ramsbottom 

datestones from 1414 to the present day. The entries contain both skillful reproductions of the 

stones and valuable supplementary information of general interest. 

For example the entry for the Peel Tower not only contains the full text of the 1852 

datestone but a brief biography of Sir Robert Peel, notes on the subsequent history of the 

Tower, details of walks in the vicinity and even information on what can be seen from the 

top on a clear day! 

The 1834 entry concerning St Andrew's Parish Church contains drawings of the Grant coat 

of arms, an explanation of the insignia, notes on the subsequent history of the church, 

a reproduction of the Grant family tree and a separate entry on the church clock! 

Even the brief entry on Gladstone Terrace dated 1885 tells us that Gladstone was 

Prime Minister four times and gives the dates of each of his administrations. 

The book is arranged in chronological order and this has advantages in enabling us to identify 

the oldest developments and trace what happened subsequently. Those who wish to use 

the book as a source for an historical ramble will need to rearrange the entries on the basis of 

streets and districts if they are to avoid rushing hither and thither from one end of 

Ramsbottom to the other. 

In spite of this Stories in Stone really is a mine of fascinating information to be dipped into 

again and again. It is equally adaptable to a winter's evening by the fireside, or as preparation 

for a walk on a fine summer's day. 

The above, along with many other local history publications, are available in 

Ramsbottom from the Heritage Centre, Carr Street; Little Holcombe Books, Bridge Street 

and Allen and Todd, Square Street. 
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PETER NUTTALL KAY 
Mrs B J Tither of 29 Winchester Road, Radcliffe, M26 OLY is seeking information about 

one of her ancestors PETER NUTTALL KAY, whom she thinks was born around 1850, 

possibly in Nuttall Lane, Ramsbottom. He founded a plumber's shop in Radcliffe in 

1877. She has contacted the local churches, without success, and would be grateful if anyone 

able to offer any help in her search would please write to her directly at the above address. 

 

DECIMALISATION IN 1916 
On a recent visit to the Borough Archives I was using the Minutes of the Ramsbottom Urban 

District Council to try and verify a piece of information from another source when I 

caught sight of the following item: 

12th October 1916 Moved by Mr Harrison, seconded by Mr Pinkerton and 

resolved - That in the opinion of this Council it is of supreme National Importance 

that prompt steps be taken to secure the maximum of trade with Foreign Countries 

when the War is over. To this end the Council consider it not only desirable, but 

absolutely essential to adopt the Decimal system of Coinage, Weights and 

Measures throughout the British Isles and thus enable our Manufacturers and 

Merchants to compete more easily and successfully with rival nations having that 

system already in use, and the Council requests the local Chamber of Commerce to take 

the matter into their serious consideration and do all in their power to help forward this 

important and necessary reform." 

I do not know whether this was part of a national campaign or a purely local initiative, if the latter 

it seems that what Ramsbottom thinks today the rest of the country thinks over half a century 

later. I would be interested to hear from anyone who knows anything more about this. 

Barbara Park 

A RAMSBOTTOM BUTCHER AND THE GREAT WAR: THE BILLS 

AND RECEIPTS OF E H GREENWOOD, 1913-1: PART 1 
The Ramsbottom Heritage Society was very grateful to receive, in 1990, from Mr Eric 

WALMSLEY, the well-known Bridge St butcher, the donation of a large box, full of dusty 

receipts. I volunteered to sort and file them, and in the process have learned a good deal about 

Ramsbottom at the time of the Great War. 

31, Bridge St, Mr WALMSLEY's shop, was once owned by one John GREENWOOD, and it was 

his father, Edward Hill GREENWOOD, whose receipts, in plastic pockets, now occupy two 

ring binder files in the Society's archives. Any transaction which involved money 

generated some bill or receipt, and for the period of roughly 1913 to 1918, it would appear that 

GREENWOOD threw out nothing. It is this jackdaw instinct of his which has created this 

cornucopia of early 20th Century ephemera. 

The material records personal expenditure - tailors bills etc, as well as his dealings as a 

butcher. 

Ramsbottom property owners at this time had to bear three rate demands a year - the General 

District Rate from the Urban District Council, the Poor Rate from the Bury Union Board of 

Guardians, and a Burial Rate for the township (for the upkeep of the 
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cemetery). The extent of GREENWOOD's property is shown on these assessments, all of which 

can be found in this collection - his residence, Springbank (192, Bolton St); shop premises at 

31, 33, and 35, Bridge St; 166,168 and 170, Bolton Rd West (houses at the corner of Regent St, 

Hazelhurst); a slaughter house on Zama St, which is in the same area; and a plot of land (rated 

at £31 10s) by Edgar St, on the other side of Bolton Rd West. This was clearly used to 

accommodate stock purchased for slaughter, though in 1913 it supplied over five tons of 

meadow hay to the UDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not surprisingly, many cattle dealers figure amongst the bills - those of A W BRIERLEY 

of Fleet St, Bury and W CHADWICK, 'Live Stock and Dead Meat Salesman of the Cattle 

Market, Rawtenstall, suggest that meat traders were slippery customers, for they carry 

injunctions to the effect 'odd coppers to be paid in Full'. GREENWOOD paid for his cattle 

purchases through various banks, including The Lancashire & Yorkshire - Ramsbottom's 

branch was on Bridge St, whilst head office was at Mosley St, Manchester. Another 

financial service, debt collection at 20% commission, was provided by SG 

PARTINGTON, 16, Market St, Bury. The small sums involved, each less than 10s, point to 

townspeople unable to pay their meat bills. 

GREENWOOD seems, in August 1914, to have ranged far afield to buy heavily into lambs - the 

Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway billed him for the carriage to Ramsbottom of 54 from 

Gisburn, and for 53 one week later, from Clitheroe. (32 of this latter consignment had 

cost him £47 17s at Clitheroe Auction Mart.) There is no other evidence of buying from 

central Lancashire, nor of such bulk purchasing, and one can only assume that this foray was 

occasioned by the prospect of meat shortages - the War had started earlier that month. In 1917, he 

was buying up to six cows regularly at Rossendale Farmers' Auction Mart, Bent Gate, Haslingden, 

paying over £20 or £30 for `Roan Fat', `Blue Cow Fat' etc. 

Until the 1970s, water was supplied by local authorities - GREENWOOD paid 
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quarterly rent for supplies to his various premises to The Bury & District Joint Water Board, 

whose offices were at Parsonage Lane, Bury. Some attempt, beyond the current reliance on 

rateable value, was made to relate charges to usage - 1s 3d extra was payable for each bath 

or water closet, an indication, perhaps, of both the relative scarcity of these facilities, and of 

the appreciable additional consumption that they would incur. For the same reason, the items 

'Horse and Cows' increased the bills by several shillings. Animals awaiting slaughter were 

clearly kept on GREENWOOD's premises - according to a 1917 Haslingden Borough Meat 

(Sales) Order, signed by him, he undertook to kill two cows bought from Thomas BARLOW 

of Deardengate within 14 days 

To feed stock (no doubt awaiting slaughter) he paid anything up to £6 or £7 a month to R 

HUTCHINSON & Bros, Hay, Straw and Corn Merchants, of Annie St, Rawtenstall, a firm with a 

Ramsbottom depot. Cattle were fattened on feeding nuts and oil cake cobs delivered from Liverpool 

to Holcombe Brook station by the halt ton. 

Other raw materials for GREENWOOD's products came from various parts of the locality - 

bread, pastry and white pepper from The Pork Butchers' Supply Co in Manchester; fat, 

bones, marrows and 'roughs' from PARKER WALKER Ltd on Crostons Rd, Bury; and salt 

from James KAY & Sons' Britannia Soap and Chemical Works, Kenyon St, Ramsbottom. 

The technology of early 20th Century butchering is revealed by bills from The Hobart 
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Electric Manufacturing Co, from whom GREENWOOD rented a chopper and bought an 

Electric Mincing Machine 'with feed pan and bone grinder'. 

Ramsbottom Technical School, on Stubbins Lane, was supplied with various weights of boiling 

beef, the time (8-30am) being specified for delivery - no doubt for Miss FENWICK's 

cookery classes, for the senior girl pupils of Peel Brow School. Summerseat Special School, run by 

Manchester Education Committee, clearly fed its inmates well, judging from the legs of 

mutton, steak and beef which GREENWOOD delivered, although the bones and sheep’s 

heads on the orders hint at more modest culinary items. It is a mystery how the school was able 

to care for the succession of cows which, in return, it sold to GREENWOOD - perhaps animal 

husbandry was part of the curriculum, the grounds offering pasturing. 

The quantities of ice required by GREENWOOD were prodigious - as much as half a ton, at 1 s 

per cwt, was bought off the Corporation of Bury Ice Stores in July 1917, although this could 

reflect a hot summer, or settlement of an account. The Blackburn Crystal Ice Co, at Brook St, 

Bolton, was another regular supplier. 

Even a small-town butcher understood the need to advertise - 2s 6d was twice paid to the 

Edenfield Horticultural Society (a magazine entry?); and an advertisement on 

BLAKEBOROUGH Ltd's Empire Cinema curtain on Railway St cost 5s quarterly. 

GREENWOOD was probably one of the few car owners in Ramsbottom, paying small bills for 

maintenance in 1915 to JS CORDINGLEY's garage at Haslingden, and CARR's Ltd 

of  Knowsley St, Bury. Vehicle Licence Duty was four guineas. In September 1916, 

GREENWOOD paid five guineas to J E LOYNDS, Automobile Engineer, of Duckworth 

St, Darwen, for a 'course of tuition in motor engineering & driving'. Evidently, motoring 

was as yet sufficiently in its infancy for there to be no division of labour in these fields. 

'Trunk, Telegram and Junction' monthly bills from the Post Office indicate that 

GREENWOOD (on Ramsbottom 87) was an infrequent user of the telephone - in some 

months, he made literally one or two local calls (junction fee 1d each) paying 1d and 2d bills at 

the post office. 

Income Tax in the fiscal year 1914-5 was levied in five bands, ranging from 9d to 1 s 3d 

in the pound. GREENWOOD's profit from his business was assessed at £197; of this, he was 

taxed on £77, at the 9d rate - just £3 17s. 

Other items amongst the bills include £216 6s 6d turnover of business in 1913 with the Lancashire 

Butchers' Hide & Skin Co in Manchester; 7s 6d dog licences; and - a reflection of the impact of the 

Great War on the domestic economy -quarterly bills from The Lancashire Electric Power Co 

(head offices Deansgate, Manchester) which increased in January 1917 by 10% for lighting 

and 20% for heating, on account of 'the continued advance in the price of Coal &c'. These 

electricity bills reveal that GREENWOOD also owned a shop in Market St, Edenfield. 

So far, I have barely touched on the dozens of local businesses whose billheads are in the 

GREENWOOD collection. A minute sample is illustrated here. I hope to place a file of copies in 

the Heritage Centre - this may prompt recollections amongst the older visitors and I would 

welcome any of these to be written in the file. These should help to flesh out the description of 

the remainder of Mr GREENWOOD's collection which, I hope, will appear in the next 

issue. 

Andrew TODD 
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RAMSBOTTOM REMINISCENCES COMPETITION 

The competition, launched last October, has attracted about 10 entries. As well as 

thanking these contributors, can I invite further recollections ? These need not be of any 

great length or polish - it is the historical interest of the content which matters. 

Entries so far have covered Ramsbottom from the earliest years of the century to the 

1970s. Many are autobiographical, but it is the incidental detail - shops, businesses, 

buildings, old trades, transport, habits and customs-which holds the greatest interest. 

We hope to publish extracts in time for Christmas of this year. Entries may be left at the 

Heritage Centre, Carr St, or handed in at the monthly meeting. 

Andrew TODD 

 

         1992 

June 17 Mr John Simpson - A History of Edenfield- Illustrated 

July 15 Mr Derek Rowley - Guided Walk in Ashworth Valley 

Aug 19 Mr Trevor Park - Dr P McDouall - A Ramsbottom Chartist 

Sept 16 Mrs Jan Barnes - A Fight with Bureaucracy 

Oct 21 Mr T Hurst - Clogs to Clogs in Three Generations –   

                                                                                                     Illustrated  

 Nov 18 Mr Tom Fish - The Changing Face of Bury- Illustrated 

Dec 9 Christmas Cheer + Photo Competition 

         1993 

Jan 20 Mr Barry Worthington - Up-date on the E.L.R. 

Feb 17 Mr Ken Craven - A Walk Around Tottington - Illustrated 

          Mar 17 Mrs Mavis Homewood - Filming in Ramsbottom - Its Ups & Downs -                     

                                                                                                        Illustrated  

All indoor meetings are held in the Civic Hall, Ramsbottom, commencing at 7.45pm. 

Visitors and new members always welcome. Refreshments available. 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Printed by ALLEN & TODD, 9 Square St, Ramsbottom, BL0 9BE Tel:827988 



 

 



 



1 
 

 

RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY 

THE HERITAGE CENTRE 

CARR STREET, RAMSBOTTOM 

Telephone: RAMSBOTTOM 821603 

Page CONTENTS  

1. Editorial Barbara Park 

2. Society News Dorothy Moss 

2 So What Else is New? New light on an old photograph Brenda Decent 

5 Archive Update  

5 Family History Research  

5 Barcelona and Stubbins J W Barber-Lomax 

7. Ramsbottom Cricket Club - One hundred not out 

(An historic year at Acre Bottom) 

 

Fred Entwistle 

7. Grant/Kay Boundary Stones John Taylor 

8 Aquatic Memories of a Summerseat Childhood Jean Price 

10 Rev Henry Dowsett and the "Terpsichorean Art" John Simpson 

10 Reviews Trevor Park 

12 Holcombe School Log Book Barbara Park 

14 Ramsbottom Observer Microfilming Project Andrew Todd 

14. Ramsbottom Reminiscences Competition Andrew Todd 

15. A Ramsbottom Butcher and the Great War Jack Preston 

 
FRONT COVER-Christ Church, Market Place, Ramsbottom by John B TAYLOR (from Stories 

in Stone) 

 
Welcome to our sixth News Magazine. 

Once again our contributors have produced articles on a variety of topics, although a number of 

them share the common theme of recreation. There are items on Ramsbottom Cricket Club, 

childhood recollections of visits to the swimming baths, and even one about the Rev Dowsett 

and his views on dancing. The item on the link between Stubbins and Barcelona has surely been 

inspired by the 1992 Olympic Games. 

The Magazine is beginning to establish itself as a forum for people who are interested in 

Ramsbottom and aspects of its history. Many comments and suggestions for future articles have 

been received from readers and these are most welcome. There are even some who, having seen 

an article in the Magazine, are inspired to write something themselves, and this is even more 

welcome. In fact more contributions have been received for this issue than ever before, indeed 

it has been necessary to hold some of them over for the next issue which is very reassuring to an 

editor who has had to resort to all kinds of 'bribery and corruption’ (not to mention nagging and 

bullying!) in order to fill the pages of some past issues. I look forward to the continuation of this 

happy state of affairs and take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to all who have 

contributed to the Magazine - past, present and future. 
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Sales of the Magazine are also going well. Back numbers of all issues are now available, the ones 

which were sold out having been reprinted. These are on sale at the Heritage Centre, along with other 

publications of local interest, diaries, tea-towels etc. 

Once again, we express our thanks to the National Westminster Bank who have sponsored this 

issue of the Magazine. The Society much appreciates their continuing support. 

Barbara Park, Editor 

SOCIETY NEWS 

CHARITABLE STATUS: The most important piece of Society news is that we have now been 

awarded charitable status. This is in recognition of the Society’s aims of recording the history of 

Ramsbottom and preserving it for the benefit of future generations. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS: Our regular meetings in the Civic Hall continue to be well supported 

and the programme as varied and interesting as ever. Recent subjects have included the History of 

Edenfield, a guided walk through the Ashworth Valley, Dr McDouall the Ramsbottom Chartist, a 

Fight with Bureaucracy, and Clogs to Clogs in three Generations. The Programme for the next few 

months is listed on page 16. Visitors and new members are welcome at all our meetings. 

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION: The last date for handing in entries is the 

monthly meeting on 18 November. Prizes will be presented at the Christmas meeting on the 9 

December, when the photographs will be displayed. They will then be on view in the Heritage 

Centre. 

THE HERITAGE CENTRE: The ‘LOCAL SCHOOLS - Past History and Present Projects’ 

exhibition continues to attract appreciative visitors, among them many who appear in some of the 

photographs on display. Indeed quite a number have made return visits accompanied by incredulous 

children and grandchildren! In fact one of the surprising things about this particular exhibition has 

been the genuine interest shown by many young visitors in the way schools were many years ago. 

The Society is greatly indebted to the Bury Art Gallery & Museum Service, local schools and 

members and friends of the Society who have so kindly loaned many of the items on view. if you 

have not yet visited the exhibition there is still time to do so before the end of the year. Even if you 

have already been a second visit might be a good idea as it could be combined with some Christmas 

shopping ! The sales counter has many items suitable for gifts or souvenirs with a Ramsbottom 

connotation, including diaries, pens, books etc. As in previous years, the Centre will be decorated in 

festive style over the Christmas period. Do please come along - as well as solving some of your 

‘present’ problems you will be helping to ensure the Centre’s future ! On 20th December the centre 

will close until Easter 1993 when it will reopen with a new display. 

Dorothy Moss 

SO WHAT ELSE IS NEW? New light on an old photograph. 

In our first News Magazine of June 19901 described, as Archivist, items connected with a Kay family of 

Ramsbottom. They were given to the Society by Mrs Margaret Bailey, of Yew Tree Grove, Balladen, 

Rawtenstall and were the possessions of her late husband. For clarity, they will be known in this article as The 

Bailey Collection. In 1990 I wrote of this collection ‘It is unusual to get such a rounded-off family history’. This 

could possibly go on record as the most thoughtless remark from an archivist. Archivists should always be 

aware of the possibility of records never being closed; as was proved to me this year when the Society was 

given much more information ‘out of the blue’ about this Kay family. My ignorance will be revealed in the 

following story, which I hope will be of interest and enjoyment. 
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John Kay is described as a warehouseman. He and Alice lived at 2, Rose Hill (confirmed in Barrett's 1883 

Trade Directory). Mrs Bailey remembered that Eva Kay, born 1908, died in her youth and T D Kay never 

married and died in Yorkshire, c late 1970s. Bailey Collection newscuttings revealed that T D Kay, when 

Fusilier Kay, was reported POW in North Africa to his mother Eva of 1 Stanley Street in 1942. He was a 

noted Ramsbottom cricketer. There is also a 1939 cutting with a picture of the Ramsbottom cricket team 

after winning the Worsley Cup for the first time. TD Kay is on the back row. He is remembered in local 

cricket folklore for always putting his cap on first before the rest of his cricketer’s kit. He worked at 

Rosebank Printworks where he met and made the friend to whom he gave his family records. 

 

The Bailey Collection also contains two photographs: 

1. Of a shop with sign T Kay Electrician. Lighting. Power. Bells. Repairs', situated at 22 Bolton Street c 

1920’s; more about the shop window contents later. This T Kay was Tom, born 1800. 

 
2 A 7” x 11 " wedding photograph. From Margaret Bailey: The wedding photograph is again the Kay family 

and the location I suspect is behind the present British Legion, under (?) the row of houses behind the 

Ramsbottom Library.' That is all I knew or could ever know about this photo in 1990 and it was so recorded. 

 
On a sunny Saturday in April 1992 Mr and Mrs Pogson visited the Centre. Jean Pogson (nee Shore) was born 

in Ramsbottom and is researching her Ramsbottom family’s history She herself left Ramsbottom in 1952 

but has always kept in touch. She came to give the Society memorial silks of three of her ancestors, one of 

whom was Lizzie Kay, who died 14th September 1921 aged 22 years and was interred in the Ramsbottom 

Cemetery. This name reminded me of the Kays in the Bailey Collection which I showed to Jean with 

dramatic results. Her father was Arthur Shore who with Frank Keown took over Tom Kay's electrician’s 

shop in the 1930’s, renaming it Electrical and Mechanical Services Co. Her father married Lizzie Davenport, 

daughter of Margaret-Ann Kay, who was sister of John Kay, Tom's father, so Jean’s mother was cousin to 

Tom Kay. Lizzie Kay of the memorial silk, daughter of Herbert Kay, John and Margaret-Ann’s brother, was 

another cousin of Tom’s. It is advisable now, before your eyes start to cross, to review the following extract 

from the family tree given by Jean Pogson: 
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Names set in bold » the BAILEY collection 

Names set in italics are referred to in the text 

 
Jean identified the Kay wedding photograph as being that of Tom Kay and Eva Sutcliffe which 

took place at Dundee Independent Sabbath School on 30 March 1907. (Their daughter Eva was 

baptised at Dundee Independent Church in 1908). Tom was in the Royal Navy and the groom’s 

jacket could be a uniform. She sent us a photograph of John and Alice Kay with nine of their 

thirteen children. So Tom Kay had twelve brothers and sisters and was not the 'only one' he 

appeared to be from the Bailey Collection. Also Jean identified at least six of Tom’s brothers and 

sisters in the wedding photograph. 
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The Pogson Collection is a fascinating family history which I cannot detail here. Jean is 

particularly interested in the origin of Kay's Soap Works. She was told that James Kay, born 

1819, and three of his children Tom Rostron Kay, Margaret Ann Kay and Herbert Kay were the 

ones who ‘got it on its feet' but despite her research cannot be sure and would be very interested 

if anything came to light to help with this. Finally, back to the photograph of T Kay’s electrician's 

shop window. By using a very strong magnifying glass, Hoover, Mazda Electric Lamps, Radiola 

Wireless Sets, White lamps ‘for light without glare', Flash lights can be seen. But the most mind 

boggling is an advert, facing inside the shop for 'Daniel Thwaites & Co. Celebrated Blackburn 

Beers'! How could beers be sold in an electrician’s shop? It couldn’t happen. Could T Kay have 

been advertising his ability to make illuminated advertising signs? Thwaites at Blackburn, 

September 1992, think this a strong possibility. So I hope readers understand that conversation, 

chat and the spoken word are valued as sources of information about Ramsbottom as well as the 

printed word, photographs and artefacts. They can be recorded and one day could or will be 

backed by secondary sources. As stated above no file can ever be regarded as the whole story. 

Any further additions or corrections to this article will be welcomed by me at the Heritage 

Centre.         Brenda M Decent 

ARCHIVE UPDATE 

All archive holdings of the Society have now been entered on computer databases and refiled. In 

the Centre are printouts of these databases. Please look at these for your own interest and to 

answer questions from visitors. Many thanks to all the members who have contributed to this 

achievement. 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH 

The Heritage Society regrets that queries from people wishing to trace their family history cannot 

be researched by the Society. We accept gladly family trees donated to us and will share these 

when possible. A helpful contact is Christopher Platt, Secretary, Lancashire Family History 

Society, 151, Spendmore Lane, Coppull, Lancashire PR7 5BY. This Society cannot undertake 

research either but will show those interested how to go about their research, list publications 

which would help, and put them into contact with fellow researchers. 

BARCELONA AND STUBBINS 

In April 1861 the census recorded that at Stubbins House, Tottington Higher End, there was 

living David Greenhalgh, aged 52, his wife Mary aged 47, their sons Joseph, David W, John, 

Charles, Robert, aged 25, 19, 16, 12 and 9 respectively and their daughter Mary aged 6, together 

with Sarah Fairbrother aged 35, a house servant and Elizabeth Smith aged 31 a servant. 

David Greenhalgh, the head of this family, was described as a calico printer, born in Manchester, 

employing 274 men and boys, his wife Mary was said also to have been born in Manchester. 

The four oldest children (boys) are listed as having been born in Spain, the youngest son Robert 

and the only daughter, Mary, being born in Bury. The two servants are described as being born 

in St Helens. So much for the information to be gained from the census record. We can now 

record information gathered from other sources to justify the Barcelona part of the heading of 

this note. In the Manchester Courier of 16 April 1836 can be read "On the 12th Mr David 
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Greenhalgh of Barcelona, Spain, to Miss Mary Ogden, only daughter of Mr Joseph Ogden of this 

town". A similar notice was printed in the Manchester Mercury where David was described as a 

calico printer of Barcelona, living in Prestwich, the marriage being celebrated at Prestwich Parish 

Church. The only other pieces of information that come to the surface regarding David 

Greenhalgh’s marriage are from the Prestwich marriage register where it is recorded that the 

marriage was by licence, the bridegroom is described as a superintendent, the witnesses were 

James Cunliffe and (maybe) Jno Greenhalgh; and from the marriage allegation dated 12 April 

1836, that David, a gentleman, was a bachelor, twenty one years and upwards and had been living 

in the parish of Prestwich for the space of fifteen days then immediately preceding. It should be 

noted now that this series of investigations was set in hand in an attempt to establish the date of 

birth and parentage of David Greenhalgh, two of whose sons were, as recounted later, to marry two 

of the sisters of my mother’s mother, Judging by the age given in the 1861 Census return with 

which this account started, David Greenhalgh was born 1808/9 but very strenuous efforts, too 

lengthy to record here, have not sufficed to reveal either the date of birth or the parentage of this 

man. It is known without question that David Greenhalgh was a calico printer working in 

Barcelona before his marriage in Prestwich in 1836 and between the dates of 1837 to 1848 when 

his first four sons were born. It can be calculated that by 1850/1, when his fifth child, Robert was 

born, that David was back in England - in Stubbins probably - and certainly by 1854 was a printer 

in partnership with William Rumney in Stubbins. Some years ago i was told by a great 

granddaughter of David Greenhalgh, who had been told by her father, whom unfortunately I never 

met, that the calico printing firm of Greenhalgh and Rumney in Stubbins was not a happy concern 

and that the culminating situation of Rumney buying inferior goods to their own elsewhere and 

shipping them abroad as their own led to the partnership being dissolved. Be that as it may, in an 

1861 Directory Greenhalgh was listed as a calico printer with works at Blackford Bridge. As will 

be seen shortly, David was living in Blackford New Road in February 1871. To add to this 

Blackford Bridge mention, in 1848 there is a Directory entry of “Peter Cowsil, calico printers, 

Blackford Bridge” and to the Stubbins story “1870, William Rumney with a warehouse at 58, 

George Street, Manchester”. This account started with information from the 1861 census 

recorded in the Tottington Higher End District for the Greenhalgh family at Stubbins House and 

one slight unmentioned fact from that account was that David’s eldest son, Joseph, was described 

as “Manager of a Print Works”, presumably for his father’s partnership with William Rumney. 

To conclude the life of David Greenhalgh it needs only to record that he died on 15 February 1871. 

According to Letters of Administration with the Will attached it is of some surprise that he is 

therein described as a Bleacher. Also on his Death Certificate his occupation is given as 

“Bleaching (Master)” and his address as Blackford New Road, Pilkington and yet this is the same 

David Greenhalgh we have been dealing with all along. When his wife Mary died on 11 July 1877 

her death certificate described her as “Widow of David Greenhalgh, a calico printer”. At the time 

of her death she was living in Yarborough Street, Pendleton. 

It is sufficient now to record that David Greenhalgh and his wife Mary were buried in separate 

graves in Unsworth Methodist Churchyard; none of their children were buried there as far as I 

know. 

So ends the Stubbins-Barcelona story as far as it is known to me though there are many gaps I 

would like to fill. There is another, undoubtedly connected, Greenhalgh/Barcelona story for 
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although Greenhalgh is a common enough name, and there were many calico printers, the 1992 

interest in Barcelona gives me the impetus to write further. In the British Consular register of 

births and deaths in Barcelona, opened in 1853, is the record of the birth on 1 January 1854 of 

Junius Hilton Greenhalgh to John Greenhalgh and Elizabeth nee Hilton at Sans, Barcelona. This 

I am told is the only entry in the register of anyone of the name Greenhalgh. In St Catherine's 

House in London can be found the marriage certificate relating to a John Greenhalgh and an 

Elizabeth Hilton, married on 7 April 1853 at St James' Church, Oldham. The bridegroom was 26, 

a cotton manufacturer and the bride aged 24; both were residing in Lees Road, Glodwick. No 

mention of calico printing nor of Barcelona but one of the witnesses was called Domingo Ramis, 

undoubtedly I think a Spaniard. Had John Greenhalgh come back from Spain to marry Elizabeth 

bringing with him a Spanish friend or colleague to act as one of his witnesses? The other 

significant witness being John’s father William, a Manager. And so we leave the Greenhalgh- 

Barcelona story hanging in the air, To continue the Greenhalgh story very briefly, for it is after 

all why I know what I have written above, is to record that, two of David Greenhalgh’s sons (both 

born in Barcelona) married two of my mother’s mother's sisters. My maternal grandmother, 

Alice Walker nee Whowell was the twelfth child (sixth girl) of Charles Whowell and his wife, 

Sarah nee Butterworth. Alice was born 4 July 1858 at Higher Brooks Bottom, Two Brooks, 

Hawkshaw when her father Charles Whowell was running Two Brooks Bleach works. 

Her eldest sister, Esther Martha, born 10 August 1840 in Bradshaw, married on 2 April 1869, 

Joseph Greenhalgh, a woollen printer, of Hunslet, Leeds, son of a printer, David Greenhalgh. 

This man was the eldest child, born in Barcelona, of the David Greenhalgh we first described as 

living in Stubbins House at the time of the 1861 census. 

Charles Whowell's third child Elizabeth, born 13 August 1843, in Bradshaw had on 2 June 1868 

married David William Greenhalgh the year before her sister had married his brother. He had 

been living in Stubbins House in 1861, as seen above. On the marriage certificate David William 

Greenhalgh is described as a calico printer of Bury, his father David having the profession of 

Bleacher. Both the above marriages were at the Parish Church of Holcombe. Much more could 

be written about these personalities but I have fulfilled my intention to link Stubbins with 

Barcelona 1992. Many thanks must be extended to Marjorie Pollard of Altrincham and Mary 

Clayton of Sidmouth without whose help the bones of this story to which I have added flesh 

could not have been disinterred as well as to Rita Hirst, Reference Librarian, Bury, who always 

does so much to help.                     J W Barber-Lomax 

 

RAMSBOTTOM CRICKET CLUB - ONE HUNDRED NOT OUT 

- an historic year at Acre Bottom 

Ramsbottom were founder members of the Lancashire League in 1092, which evolved from the North East 

Lancashire Cricket League formed in 1890. The League comprised 13 dubs, later 14 with the inclusion of 

Rishton. Ramsbottom Cricket Club has had its ups and downs during the last 100 years, mostly downs if 

you took at the League championship table. Until this season Ramsbottom have been League champions 

only three times since their foundation, in 1921, 1925 and 1974 and runners up seven times in 1911, 1915, 

1920, 1935, 1960, 1973 and 1978. 
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Looking at the list of professionals at Ramsbottom since the Second World War it features many names of 

international repute including Australians Peter Philpot, Ian Chappell, Keith Stackpole, and Ray Bright who 

was the professional in 1974 when Ramsbottom last won the League Championship. South Africans Eddy 

Fuller, Clive Rice, Neil Radford and Brian McMillan who holds the batting record for Ramsbottom. There have 

been only two West Indian professionals, Seymour Nurse in 1961,1962 and 1964 and Keith Arthurton the 

present professional and one of our best, whose batting and bowling played such a major part in enabling 

Ramsbottom to win its fourth League Championship in 1992, its Centenary year.        Fred Entwistle 

GRANT / KAY BOUNDARY STONES AT SUMMERSEAT 

Just to the north of The Spinnings' at Summerseat, a wiggly 200 yards of numbered stones mark a disputed 

ownership line on the lip of the precipice. 

Fifteen boundary stones were put down in 1858 (see old map) between William Grant’s land to the north and 

John Robinson Kay’s land to the south. Nine of the fifteen stones have been identified among the trees. Some 

may not have been noticed. Some may have been moved or trundled and buried. 

Why so many stones in a short distance ? 

Was Kay stealing or quarrying Grant land for extensions to Brooksbottom Mill ? 

Was the mason innumerate ? 

What is the story behind the stones ? 

Do you know anything ? If so please contact John B Taylor (the Stories in Stone man) via the Heritage Centre 

or telephone 0706 874119. 

 

CHILDHOOD IN SUMMERSEAT: AQUATIC MEMORIES 

Coming from a long-lived family and therefore needing to keep all my creaking bits and pieces in good order, 

I go swimming as often as I can. This morning I was given a towel with red stripes along each end - and 

immediately I could hear my mother say, ‘Don’t you dare use it - stand on it and use our towel to dry yourself. 

This was always a mystery to me as the Baths’ towels had thick rather stiff pile and were warm, smelling 

slightly of singeing. I liked them but in the swimming bath, and possibly everywhere else, my mother had to 

be obeyed. Mum was a keen swimmer. Our family snaps featured many large expanses of water with a black 

dot in the distance - my mother swimming in Olive’s lodge or other mill lodges at Nangreaves or Birtle And, 

of course, my brother Walter and I were introduced to these aquatic delights very early on. 

Mum used to meet us at Summerseat station on her way home from the mill once a week. Part of the excitement 

was the train journey and reading the advertisements on large enamelled sheets attached to the station railings. 

Why do I remember so clearly:- 

Take Iron Jelloids now and then 

The tonic for women, the tonic for men? 

Then on to Bury and into the big mixed bath in Bank Street. You could hear the shouting and screaming as you 

walked along between the slipper bath cubicles to the big doors with the polished brass handles. The individual 

changing cubicles had slatted duck-boards on the floor to allow the water to drain away and short curtains to 

draw across the top of the half door for privacy. Change quickly and out into the noise and dampness and down 

onto the wide sandstone steps and into the shallow end. Now came the great decision-sit on the steps, slowly 

moving down into the water, or hold the rail and bob up and down vigorously. My mother didn’t encourage 
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lingering but I was a disappointment in this as in everything to do with swimming. She didn't take kindly 

when, after all her weekly abortive efforts in the self-same venue, I swam a breadth in the first swimming 

lesson I had at Bury Grammar School 11 still think of her as I swim now, sitting up in Heaven on a cloud still 

trying to fathom why she had so little success. Waller made up for it, taking to swimming like a fish. When 

I began to turn blue, we got dried and dressed (why was it so difficult to get dry enough to be able to put on 

my black woolly school stockings and liberty bodice without them sticking?). Then down the flights of steps 

into the deep cutting and onto the station platform. A bar of Fry’s chocolate from the slot machine made up 

for everything. I liked better swimming in the smaller and shallower women’s bath and, once only, was 

initiated into the delights of a session in the Turkish bath, ft was a bit off putting to see so many ladies clad 

only in towels. After a time in the heat, a pummelling massage was finished off with a breath stopping 

bucketful of cold water. Then a quiet rest in a deckchair with a cup of tea and a plain biscuit. Definitely 

different, even foreign! As we did not live in a house with a bathroom until I was twenty, I used to use the 

slipper baths on my way home from school. The attendant turned a small wheel outside the cubicle, a 

measured amount of steaming hot water poured into the bath and I had to add enough cold water to make it 

right for me. And, yes, I did use the lovely warm scratchy bath towel! Towards the end of my education at 

the Grammar School we had collected enough money to have a swimming bath in the school grounds. As 

World War II was in progress, Sixth Formers were deputed to take care of the children in the Kindergarten 

and Preparatory Department, seeing them safely onto the bus or train to go home and looking after them 

during air raid warnings. I did think rt was a bit odd that, accompanied by wailing sirens, the assorted small 

angels, shepherds and kings that I escorted from the hall just before Christmas were safely tucked away under 

the newly built swimming pool.                                           Jean Price 

 

 

THE REVEREND HENRY DOWSETT AND THE TERPSICHOREAN ART 

Today, the Rev Henry Dowsett, vicar of Holcombe from 1875 to 1905, is chiefly remembered for 

his two books, Notes on Holcombe and Holcombe Long Ago published at the turn of the century. 

These collections of short historical articles are liberally laced with poetic quotations and flights 

of fancy and perhaps tell us as much about the author's character as they do about the history of 

Holcombe. A few years before his books were published, Dowsett was involved in an amusing 

incident which throws even more light on the character of this Victorian clergyman. In the 1890s, 

there was a hut on Holcombe Hill known as ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’, which, in the words of the 

Ramsbottom Observer was ‘principally used by lovers of the terpsichorean art.’ On Whit Friday 

1892, a dancing class was being taught there, while at the same time the field day following 

Holcombe Church Sunday School's Whitsuntide procession took place in an adjoining field. 

Refreshments were provided and games were played, but dancing was strictly forbidden, ‘this 

form of recreation by no means finding favour in the eyes of the Vicar.’ Many of the older scholars 

felt that this was unfair and when evening came they made their way to Uncle Tom’s Cabin ‘All 

thoughts of the Sunday School and the Rev H Dowsett’s declarations against the evils of dancing 

were forgotten for the nonce, and the truants were just beginning to enjoy themselves when they 

were awe-stricken by the appearance on the scene of the Vicar himself.‘ Mr Dowsett burst into the 

Cabin, told the musician to stop, denounced the dancers for their sinful folly and ordered his 

scholars to leave immediately, 'all the time wildly flourishing his umbrella.’ Some of the scholars 
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prepared to leave, but others stood their ground and even had the temerity to ask whether the 

Vicar had paid to enter the hut. Naturally Mr Dowsett hadn't and was asked by Mr Booth, the 

proprietor, either to leave or to pay up. Mr Dowsett refused on both accounts, so Mr Sooth 

threatened to carry him out. The ‘Observer1 reported that 'The parson dared him to lay hands on 

him, but Mr Booth apparently does not stand in awe of the Church, as finding persuasion was 

useless, he caught hold of the intruder and bodily carried him outside. 'Threats of a summons 

for assault were made, but in fact Dowsett appears to have taken no action, perhaps realising 

that he was as much in the wrong as those who had 'enjoyed themselves to the giddy strains of 

a concertina.'                                                                                     John Simpson 

REVIEWS 

Jean Price, MANUFACTORY, METHODISM AND THE MAKING OF A V I L L A G E ,         

SUMMERSEAT 1700- 1988   (publ Neil Richardson 1989) £2.00 

                                                                                       

Jean Price tells us that Summerseat, originally known as Somerset existed as a place name as 

early as 1610 but the development of the village did not really begin until the arrival of the Peel 

family towards the end of the 18th century. By 1795 Peel had three mills operating in the village 

and by 1803 there were five. The transformation of the scattered and sleepy hamlets into the 

19th century industrial mill village was already under way. Jean Price carefully charts the steps 

along this path. The growth of the factory population by means of the importation of pauper 

children from London and Birmingham to provide the much-needed labour force in the new 

mills and the roles of the Hamers, the Kays and later the Hoyle family as successors to the Peels 

as industrial entrepreneurs ar9 meticulously described. The author lays considerable emphasis 

on the connections between these families and the growth of Methodism in the village. Thanks 

to the Hamers and the Kays in particular Wesleyan Methodism became the predominant creed 

of the area and as Jean Price writes "the only village organisations not directly Methodist 

inspired were the Mechanics Institute and the Co-operative Societies and the officials of these 

were very often Methodists". As late as the end of the 19th century neither the Anglicans nor the 

Roman Catholics had established a base in Summerseat. The present century has produced a 

new transformation no less fundamental than that described here. Hoyle’s Brooksbottom Mill 

which as late as 1947 was employing nearly 700 workers had by 1978 become derelict only to 

rise again in the form of a luxury flat development in more recent years. The link with 

Methodism was broken after the first world war when family ownership gave way to the modem 

limited company. As for leisure activities, even the Summerseat Players have now moved to 

Ramsbottom, 

If Jean Price should be thinking of writing a sequel it would be a very different story. 

 
John Simpson, EDEN FIELD : LIFE IN A LANCASHIRE VILLAGE 1500 -1770 

(PUBL Edenfield Local History Society, 1990) £2.95 

John Simpson, whose talk to the Society last June aroused much interest is the author of this 

carefully researched and lavishly illustrated account of the development of Edenfield in the 

period before the industrial revolution. 
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Beginning with early references to “Aytounfeld" in 14th century records, through the building of 

the first Edenfield Chapel over two hundred years later, on to the opening of the first pub, the Pack 

Horse, in the early 1600s and concluding with the construction of Edenfield’s first water powered 

mill around 1767, here indeed is a fascinating story. John Simpson has adopted a thematic 

approach to his subject which enables his readers easily to find their way around. The history of 

local landowning families in one chapter is balanced by the account of how the working people 

earn their living in another. Details of poverty and poor relief in the village can be contrasted with 

the amusing chapter on the villagers’ leisure activities three or four hundred years ago. One of the 

most interesting chapters is that which deals with the history of the church for here we find the 

local versions of the great theological disputes of past years. Thus John Warbuton, Curate at both 

Holcombe and Edenfield in the latter part of the 17th century, who served each chapel by turns, 

complains bitterly that when he is preaching at one chapel, those who disagreed with his views 

"have several times broken into the other chapel and put up some non-conformist or other to 

preach". One of his predecessors Robert Hill was accused by his enemies in 1647 of being so 

drunk "that he fell down in ye street and could not rise up without the help of others". John 

Simpson is to be congratulated not only for his narrative but also for the excellent index and 

impressive bibliography which accompanies it. Now that he has led the way on behalf of 

Edenfield, perhaps we could have a volunteer to take up the challenge in the name of 

Ramsbottom? Trevor Park 

 

HOLCOMBE SCHOOL LOG BOOK 

One of the many interesting items on view in the "Local Schools - Past History and Present 

Projects" exhibition at the Heritage Centre is a Log Book from Holcombe School. Covering the 

period from 1865, when the school first opened, until 1905, it gives a fascinating insight into the 

day to day running of the school and the lives of the pupils and teachers of those days. The Log 

Book provides information about the numbers of pupils, teachers, pupil teachers and paid 

monitors, the financing of the school, reports of the inspectors, and details of the subjects taught, 

ft also tells us quite a lot about life in and around Holcombe village in those days. The first entry 

in the Log, dated 9 January 1865 reads simply “School opened, Present AM 26 PM 26”, and is 

written in beautiful copperplate by Mr. Henry Hunt, the first Master of the school. As may be 

expected attendance figures seem to have been much affected by the weather and sickness. In the 

winter heavy snowfalls, frost and fog resulted in very low attendances as many of the children 

were unable to make the journey from outlying farms, or up the Rake, and often the children were 

sent home early so that they might get home in the light. Heavy rain and violent storms are also 

described and, on some occasions, resulted in the children being kept back until the weather eased. 

In 1891 the entry for 24 November records that "snow fell for the first time this winter”. On the 

25 November "Another heavy fall of snow today. The gas has had to be lighted all day. On account 

of the snow storm, the school closed at 3.35 to allow the long-distance children to reach home 

before dark”. December 7 "Very wet day”, on December 15 "Closed early today on account of the 

darkness and fog”, whilst the 17 December was a "fine frosty morning”. When the school re- 

opened after the Christmas holidays on the 11 January 1892 the entry reads “Many scholars away 

thro’ sickness. Heavy fall of snow”. On the 2 of February there was "another heavy fall of snow, 

preventing many from attending school” and on the 10 and 11 March "no school on account of 
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the great fall of snow". The entry for 12 April "very cold today, after a spell of fine weather" 

indicates some relief from the adverse weather conditions, even if only temporary. In the 

summer months descriptions of "extra play and “lessons outside in the playground” when the 

heat of the classroom became unbearable sound idyllic and are interspersed with reports of 

tow attendances because the children and their families were busy with hay making or the 

harvest. On 23 June "School broke up for the summer holidays". On 11 July however the entry 

reads “Re-opened school with a small attendance owing to farmers being busy with the hay,” 

also "The school has been thoroughly cleaned, whitewashed and painted and the closets 

repaired". At times sickness had dramatic effects on the attendance numbers and on occasions 

the school was actually closed for a period during outbreaks of illnesses such as measles - 

surely a sensible precaution when the only preventative measure mentioned in the Log was 

“sprinkling the floor with disinfectant". Outbreaks of croup and colds are also mentioned, as 

are diphtheria and mumps. There is a sad description of the death of a five year-old pupil from 

brain fever, and in February 1883 a six year-old girl is recorded as having been "accidentally 

burned by fire during school play time". On the 6 March 1892 "Scarlet fever made its 

appearance among the scholars." Nor do the staff escape, they seem to have quite frequent 

periods of absence on sick leave which is not surprising when they were cooped up in the 

same room and often made the same journeys to and from the school, in the same weather 

conditions, as the children they taught. Details of teaching methods and subjects taught are 

also recorded. As befits a Church school religious knowledge was an important subject, 

frequently taught by the Rector. Examinations in this subject were held regularly and details 

of the results were posted up both inside and outside the school. Arithmetic, reading, writing 

and grammar, geography and history lessons are described. Slates were used by the pupils, 

although there are also references to "work on paper". There is much emphasis on learning by 

rote and pupils were frequently tested by the Master. Object lessons are also referred to with 

fists of the various objects to be studied by each class. Music was an important part of the 

curriculum, perhaps a reflection of the interests of the Master? Whatever the reason an 

enormous number of songs were taught, ail carefully listed in the Log. Special songs were 

learned for occasions such as Church Bazaars and other social functions at which the children 

were expected to perform. Visitors to the school were also entertained by songs from the 

children. On one occasion the inspector commented "singing unusually harmonious and 

pleasing". One teacher even taught the children to sing times tables! Inspectors visited the 

school twice yearly and summaries of their reports are recorded together with any actions 

being taken as a result. Those entries often began "Holiday given by Inspector" which the 

children probably thought to be only fair after all their extra work preparing for the visit! 

Typical of the favourable reports is the one for June 1868 "Summary of Inspector's Report. 

This school continues in a highly satisfactory state and reflects great credit upon the Master 

who has worked in it alone. Discipline is excellent and the behaviour of the children is 

pleasing. Elementary knowledge is sound and good. The paper work is particularly neat and 

correct and a good proportion presented above the third standard. The examination in 

Religious Knowledge and Geography is creditable". 

Almost the last entry in the book, dated 25 May 1905 reads "The Rector (H Dowsett) visited 

the school to bid farewell to the teachers". On the next page is the final entry "31 May 1905 

This closes the present Log Book". 
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Lack of space prevents a lengthier took at this fascinating book. Much more could have been 

included - about the financing of the school, the training of the staff, the school building. I hope 

however that this brief glimpse of school life long ago will remind us all of the importance of 

preserving documents such as the Holcombe School Log Book. The information to be gleaned 

from them often goes far beyond their original, often mundane, purposes. We are indebted to 

Holcombe School for their care in preserving it and their generosity in lending it to the Society 

for the "Local Schools - Past History and Present Projects" display. 

Barbara Park 

RAMSBOTTOM OBSERVER MICROFILMING PROJECT 

Our town’s only newspaper ran for 75 years, from 1890 until its digestion into the Rossendale 

Free Press in 1965. Back copies are not readily available to researchers, and because of this, 

the committee has launched a long-term project of getting the complete run on microfilm. The 

first six years have been copied onto microfilm masters, through the good offices of Mr Kevin 

Mulley, Bury’s archivist, and the Greater Manchester Record Office. The latter have charged 

us for the microfilming at cost (£20 per year). Microfilm copies can now be printed off from 

this master set as our funds allow, and as each year is done, we will place it in Bury Central 

Library for the use of our members and of the general public. 

We have set up a microfilming fund to help finance the project, and donations will be most 

welcome. Already, the Bury branch of the Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society has 

given £20, for which we are most grateful. We must also extend thanks to the Rossendale Free 

Press for allowing us to have their copies microfilmed. 

Andrew Todd 

 

RAMSBOTTOM REMINISCENCES COMPETITION 

This competition closed earlier this year, having attracted around a dozen entries. The 

committee found it difficult to select three clear winners, the calibre of the field being so high. 

Using the criterion ‘How well does the entry add to our awareness of Ramsbottom (including 

our outlying districts) as it was in the past?’ we offer these three as the prizewinners: 

1st prize (£20) Mr James SPENCER, Ramsbottom Life in the 1910s 

2nd prize (£10) Mr Norman KAY, In at the Deep End 

3rd prize (a year’s RHS subscription) Mr Norman NUTTALL, Holidays in Shuttleworth 

Members will have the opportunity to savour the fine quality of the complete entry soon - we 

intend to publish all the submissions in one booklet, to be entitled Ramsbottom Reminiscences. 

if they inspire you, why not let us have your reminiscences? They can go in this magazine ... 

or even in a follow-up volume. 

Andrew Todd 
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A RAMSBOTTOM BUTCHER AND THE GREAT WAR: THE BILLS 

AND RECEIPTS OF E H GREENWOOD, 1913 -18: PART 2 
Following my piece on the paperwork of the Bridge Street butcher Edward Hill GREENWOOD in 

the Summer News Magazine, I placed a file of photocopies of the bills in the Heritage Centre. I 

hoped to prompt a stream of reminiscences about Ramsbottom businesses but to date this has yet 

to spring. I have, however, been lucky enough to be contacted by Mr Jack PRESTON of Holcombe 

Brook, grandson of Mr GREENWOOD. His own memories of Ramsbottom date from the 1930s, 

but he has pieced together recollections of two senior cousins (also grandchildren) and of his 

parents' (now deceased) to flesh out my Summer article in a most interesting manner. 

                                                                                                                   [Andrew Todd] 

None of us, the remaining family of Mr GREENWOOD, is old enough to remember the early 

years of the Great War of 1914-18. However we do have some vivid childhood recollections 

together with information which has been passed down the family, from which we are able to add 

a few points of interest to those already made by Andrew Todd. 

In setting the scene, it is worth pointing out that generally people did not travel far afield for day 

today needs. Railways had been in existence for many years but the private motor car was only in 

its infancy. The horse and trap were a frequent sight. Gas was the main means of illumination. 

The telephone service was still something of a luxury in most homes although was perhaps in 

more general use in business. In consequence it was quite usual for townships to have a wide 

range of tradesmen. They would expect reciprocal business arrangements; for example the 

grocer buying meat from the butcher would expect the butcher to buy his groceries. Ramsbottom 

was apparently no different for the records show Mr GREENWOOD's transactions with a 

multitude of other businesses in the town; butchers, ironmongers, tailors and outfitters, grocers, 

plumbers, blacksmiths, joiners, shoe factors, coal merchants, printers, wheelwrights, saddle and 

harness makers, slaters, sausage and pie manufacturers, ham and bacon curers, agricultural 

engineers, manufacturing chemists, auctioneers and valuers, stock, share and insurance brokers. 

No doubt there were a few more as it was unlikely Mr GREENWOOD was able to buy from 

everyone.  

The premises in Bridge Street were used not only as a shop but also as living accommodation. 

Access was available to the rear of the three shops 31 to 35 by means of an entry at the side of no 

35. however, even then there were neighbourly difficulties and the entry gate would be found 

locked, particularly when deliveries needed to be made. Mr GREENWOOD had a large wooden 

cabinet in the back yard which was used to hang the sides of beef and sheep. This was kept cool 

by using large blocks of ice. We can imagine the mess made in the shop and the living room if 

the entry door was locked when a delivery of ice was made. How hygiene regulations have 

changed in 75 years!  

We cannot be certain of Mr GREENWOOD'S cattle market activities until the early 1920s when 

we know he frequently attended markets in Salford, Haslingden, Clitheroe, Gisburn and Skipton 

and others from time to time. H is likely he would have used these markets throughout his business 

life. The Auctioneer's bank would open a branch in a small office on cattle market day for the 

purpose of receiving payment from buyers. It is interesting to note that the dockets are pre-

printed with the name of the bank and its manager. These dockets were made out in pencil, no 

doubt it was 'copying ink' which turned purple when wet or if attempts were made to rub it out.  
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Also can be seen on many of these dockers in the bottom left corner another cash figure known as  

'luck', accepted market practice, and indeed private deals as well, were sealed with a handshake 

and ' sixpence for luck’. This item of 'luck' was not always recorded and made the job of the bank 

in reconciling its books very difficult indeed. From memory we think that in connection with the 

telephone service a Junction Fee was charged if you were connected to another local exchange, 

say Bury or Tottington. A Trunk Fee was charged for a call connected to a more distant exchange. 

To infer that Mr GREENWOOD was an infrequent user of the telephone is misleading. Monthly 

bills for Trunk, Telegram and Junction Fees" were as low as 1d or 2d but also ranged up to 5/4d. 

It is also worth noting that the annual account dated September 1914 was for £6 of which £4 was 

for service until the end of August 1915 and £2 entitling Mr GREENWOOD to 500 calls. One 

thing is for certain, the telephone was taken out about 1917.  

At that time Mr GREENWOOD had three sons serving in the Army, having been unsuccessful 

in an appeal to have his third son's recruitment annulled. In consequence, he had to withdraw his 

fourth son from school to assist in the business. His daughter was expected to help with 

deliveries of meat after school and his daughter-in-law was also involved both during the 

day and in the evenings. After these deliveries had been made, Mr GREENWOOD found that 

he was receiving telephone calls from some of the ‘big houses’ asking for further items. Class 

distinction was a feature then and a tradesman would fulfil his customer's wishes to the letter. 

Accordingly, a second visit would be made which Mr GREENWOOD came to see as an abuse of 

his services during what was a difficult time for alt businesses and for this reason the telephone 

was removed. It was heavy enough work for a girl of 10 to carry the wicker baskets full of meat 

orders around the town, up to Holcombe, and out to Stubbins and Edenfield, It didn't matter if it 

had gone dark, or was snowing, the deliveries were made and any school work was done 

afterwards.  

The family was also required to help when cattle and sheep were delivered by rail to Ramsbottom 

station. From there they had to be taken on the hoof along Kay Brow, Bolton Street and Bolton 

Road West to Hazlehurst. (Such herding was barred from Bridge Street, on account of its shops.) 

On winter evenings, an oil lamp would be carried displaying a white light at the front and a red 

one to the rear. One does not have to be particularly tong in the tooth to remember that the 

present car park on Railway Street, which runs by the side of the platform was the site of a 

siding and cattle pens. The animals were taken to the land by Edgar Street. This was a large field, 

stretching from Hazlehurst down towards the Cottage Hospital on Nuttall Lane. Part of it is now 

the recreation ground above Broad Hey. We hope these few family reminiscences will add a 

little realistic atmosphere and bring to life those dusty pieces of paper.                                          

Jack Preston 

 
Programme 

Nov 18  Mr Tom Fish - The Changing Face of Bury - illustrated 

Dec 9 Christmas Cheer & Photo Competition - with readings from the three winning 

entries in the Ramsbottom Reminiscences competition 

1993 
Jan 20 Mr Barry Worthington - Up-date on the E LR 

Feb 17  Mr Ken Craven - A Walk around Tottington - illustrated 

Mar 17  Mrs Mavis Homewood - Filming in Ramsbottom - Its Ups and Downs - illustrated 
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FRONT COVER - Hazelhurst Engraving Works, Bolton Road West by John B Taylor 

 

WELCOME to our seventh Ramsbottom Heritage News Magazine 

Despite the recession and general financial uncertainty the Society continues with its various 

projects and its programme of monthly meetings. The Centre has a new exhibition on the 

theme Ramsbottom Past and Present and continues to attract both local people and visitors 

to the town, including a number from overseas. Parties of schoolchildren have also enjoyed 

visits. 

1993 is Industrial Heritage Year and since Ramsbottom's existence as a town is based on its 

industrial heritage several items which reflect this have been included in this issue. Our 

cover is a drawing, by local historian John Taylor, of Spencer's Engraving Works at 

Hazelhurst and on page14 architectural historian John Smith gives us detailed information 

about this very interesting building, which is also the subject of an ongoing project by a 

group of members. Clyde Tweedale's Turnbull Tale and Hilda Barrett’s recollections of her 

first day as a mill girl provide some indication of the effects of industry on people's lives, 

and of some of the changes to the appearance of the town. Similar items about the changes 

brought about by the recent development of the tourism and house building industries would 

be very interesting to read in the future - but that is another story. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland has sponsored this issue of the Magazine and the Society is 

most grateful to them for supporting us once again. Thanks also to everyone who has 

contributed in any way to this issue. Without your efforts there would be no Magazine! 
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I took forward to receiving ideas, articles, reminiscences, illustrations etc for future editions. The 

next issue is planned for October/November 1993 and contributions for this should be sent to the 

Editor at the Heritage Centre by the end of August.                     Barbara Park, Editor 

 
SOCIETY NEWS FROM THE SECRETARY 

Despite the financial problems caused by increased running costs, the Society continues to offer 

its usual varied and interesting programme of meetings. The 1993/ 94 programme is now finalised 

and Members will find it on their membership cards as usual. For the benefit of non-members who 

are most welcome to attend, details will be found inside the back cover of this magazine. 

The Heritage Centre is now open for the summer. The new display illustrates various aspects of 

the history of Ramsbottom and surrounding areas. Work and play, religion, family history are 

featured as are various districts. Granny’s kitchen and bedroom give us some idea of how people 

lived in bygone days, evoking much nostalgia among our older visitors and some amazement 

among the younger ones. 

An interesting feature of this new exhibition is that it consists mainly of items from the Society’s 

own collection, thus showing how much this has grown since the Society was formed in 1987. To 

the people who have so kindly loaned additional items to complete the displays, to Roy Fishwick 

for his excellent photographic display, to Turton Tower and Edenfield Local History Society for 

their special contributions, we say a sincere thank you. 

At this point I would like to express the Society’s appreciation of all those people who regularly, 

or even occasionally, help to keep the Centre open and also to appeal to anyone who is willing to 

help in the future to please contact the Secretary on 0706 82 2620. Ideally, we should have three 

people on duty either welcoming visitors, selling publications or serving refreshments. 

Whichever you prefer, you will be warmly welcomed and have an enjoyable time - whether for 

an hour or two or a whole afternoon. 

It is estimated that last year around 4,500 people visited the Schools exhibition, many of whom 

wrote some very kind comments in our Visitors Book We hope that in 1993 we will surpass that 

number. To ensure that they are all made properly welcome we need all the help that we can get! 

The Centre will be open on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays from 1.00 pm to 4.30 pm and 

on Tuesdays from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. Group visits can be arranged by telephoning the Secretary 

on 0706 82 2620 and can take place outside normal opening hours, including evenings. 

Dorothy Moss 

THE TURNBULL TALE  
Following The Stockdale Saga in the Summer 1992 (No 5) 

issue of this magazine, I must now add the Turnbull side. My 

researches led me first to Miss Joyce Turnbull, who amazingly 

lives next door to Mrs Alferoff of the Stockdale side, in 

Edenfield. She is the 17th grandchild of the co-founder William 
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Turnbull (only four others survive). Space forbids a full family tree, but on page 4 is one confined 

to my other main contacts with strong local links today, namely Edward Turnbull and Philip 

Dunne (Councillor for Eden Ward and Mayor of Rossendale 1990- SI). I propose to deal with 

their personal memories, the changes in Turnbull and Stockdale Ltd since 1931, their local 

houses, churches and societies, some effects of wars, and the situation today. 

Miss Joyce TURNBULL lived in Crossmoor (between Stubbins School and Church), but worked 

for a private solicitor in Manchester. Her sister Dorothy, Councillor Dunne’s mother, worked as 

a designer for Rosebank Mill and at Chatterton Mill, served in the ATS and later lived on Parson’s 

Row, near the large roundabout on Bolton Road North. Joyce recalls that founder William 

Turnbull lived at Feams Hall, Stacksteads, and died in 1915 at Fernclough, just above 

Rosebank Mill, Stubbins. His widow, Mary, moved to Newlandson Market Street, Edenfield. 

With justified pride in the traditional block printed fabrics created by T & S Ltd, she also 

recollects that many were used in the Cunard liners, that Queen Mary (wife of George V) liked 

the delphinium pattern especially, and that Prince Philip appropriately had the Queen s Navee 

design in his study, whilst the cottage in Windsor Great Park given to Princess Elizabeth by the 

Welsh people also used some. 

Councillor Philip Dunne recalls that the founder William Turnbull was the practical process 

developer, whereas William Stockdale was his financial and commercial partner. The firm did 

have a subsidiary company until c1950 called the Woodhey Dyeing Co, (not connected with the 

present Hawkshaw one ) situated below Woodhey school and managed by Tommy Cain, 

grandson of William Stockdale. This mill has long gone, and other changes in 1992 have been the 

erasing of the Rosebank Mill site and an addition to Chatterton Mill. The latter was a weaving 

mill (the only mill totally built by T & S) managed by Joyce’s father Benjamin in its T & S days, 

but kept a separate identity, “running its own Christmas Dance”. In Stubbins since 1931, T & S 

used the Cuba Mill, gutted by fire in 1974, and alongside it the Union Mill. Only part of these 

buildings  remain and are used as garages today. 

 
Rosebank had the T & S head offices added to the original mill, but there were Sales Offices in 

London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Belfast and Manchester where Tom Barrett worked for four of 

his 29 years with T & S. Edward Turnbuli notes that his father, Geoffrey Turnbull, wrote a History 

of Calico Printing in Great Britain for his MA at Manchester University in 1936. It was edited 

by Geoffrey’s brother John G Turnbull in 1951, and dedicated to the memory of Geoffrey and 

Herbert. 

In the previous article on the Stockdales, the growth of T & S was evident as the number of mills 

multiplied. What caused its decline after the Jubilee Brochure of 1931? Obviously the conditions 

of world trade altered, with India and Japan developing rapidly before 1939. 

1992's recession is perhaps small compared with the depression of the late 1920s. ! am not 

qualified to judge the reasons. Did we export machinery and “know-how” to developing 

countries? Did the World Wars deprive us of key men to lead and follow in industry? Perhaps I 

can illustrate the national picture of the decline of our cotton industry by extracting some figures 

of UK exports quoted in Geoffrey Turnbull’s History of Calico Printing: 



4 Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 7 Summer 1993 
 

 

 



5 

 

 

Obviously T & S were affected by this dramatic decline, and not surprisingly were taken over by 

someone bigger, ie Sanderson’s in 1964. Rosebank continued to produce goods, however, and 

they in turn were taken over by the Reed Group in 1967, when printing ceased. Under Edward 

Turnbull, the Edenwood Mill alone survived this trauma and the Croftend Mill by the River Irwell 

Bridge at Stubbins joined it in the 1980s - their red van may be seen there to this day. A mill at 

Stormer Hill, Tottington, completes this group, in all now employing about 70 on shifts. 

Handblock printing and screen printing are still the methods used at Edenwood, and screen 

printing at Croftend, with almost a third of production going abroad directly, plus a similar figure 

indirectly. Hopefully this group will long continue to provide work locally and carry these 

prestigious Turnbull goods throughout the world. Edward Turnbull’s eldest son, Paul, is aiming 

to continue this tradition. Wars may have contributed to the downfall of T & S, and certainly the 

Turnbull family lost valued members, mainly from the Lancashire Fusiliers. 

Founder William’s son Percy was killed on the Somme in 1916. His grandson Herbert survived 

Dunkirk in 1940 but was killed on manoeuvres on Salisbury Plain in 1941 and awaits a War 

Gravestone in Edenfield. Geoffrey was killed by a sniper and buried near Caen, Normandy, in 

August 1944, both of them sons of Richard Turnbull, who lived until 1953, having served as 

Chairman of Ramsbottom UDC. Many of the family are buried in Edenfield Churchyard, but there 

are memorial windows to founder William and son Percy in St Paul’s Church, Ramsbottom. In 

happier vein there are other interesting connections. In 1943, Ernest Topper of Stubbins was 

billeted in Cuba Mill with the Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment, met and married a local girl 

and never returned to the South. Ernie was a batman to the Officers living in Greenmount, (a 

former Porritt family house below The Cliff, now demolished) and he arrived the day that an 

officer named Dirk Bogarde left (to join a film unit!). 

Other social effects of the firm abound. A cluster of distinctive houses adorns the area. Crossmoor 

was built in 1914, by Joyce’s father Benjamin Turnbull, born at Greens House, Stacksteads. The 

family lived there until 1973, although he died in 1930. Highbury, near the top of Chatterton Old 

Lane, was erected in 1912 by Richard Turnbull. A similar house, Croft Hey, off Bolton Road North 

(now a residential home) was built by founder William. Geoffrey Turnbull designed Lane End 

House in Edenwood Lane in 1935 and his son Edward lived there until 1977. Moorgarth on 

Whalley Road was built about 1932 and looks down on Edenwood. St Philip’s Church School at 

Chatterton is oddly the only building to bear a Turnbull datestone, laid by Captain William 

Turnbull in 1933, after he had been Treasurer of the Building Fund. On a smaller scale the 

Dutch barn style houses on Woodlands Road were built for employees, and the semi-detached 

Inglewood and Edenholme on Water Lane for the Hutton family, who were related to founder 

William Turnbull’s wife, Mary. 

Local life was influenced in other ways by the T & S Directors. Founder William was a member 

of Ramsbottom Conservative Club, St Paul's Church, Bury’s Palatine Club and a committee 

member for the Aitken and Ramsbottom Hospitals. John Gray Turnbull played hockey for 

Lancashire and was a JP from 1951 -74. Every August, Edenfield & District Horticultural Society 

(founded in 1914) presents the Stockdale Cup (for most points in Flower Classes) and has done 

so since 1922, when William Stockdale JP CC, donated it. Similarly, the Turnbull Cup (for most 

points in Vegetable Classes) has been presented every August since 1924 ,when it was given by 

Captain W Turnbull. Instruments were also given to local bands.  
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St Philip's Church has an oak reredos in memory of Benjamin Turnbull, erected in 1935 by his 

widow, and other oak panels and the choir stalls. 

The original Community Centre building in Edenfield was a wartime hut moved from Cuba 

Mill, through the help of Richard Turnbull, and Philip Dunne is the Trustees’ president now. 

This complex social fabric must have been the pattern of life in many other textile areas, but 

here there is much to admire in the manner and style of T & S’s rise and fall. Really it needs 

a book to record it all, together with their links with the Porritts, but that’s another story. It has 

been an intriguing challenge to try and make a coherent account of it, but I am most grateful 

to my informed guides, Mr Edward and Miss Joyce Turnbull, and Councillor Dunne for their 

help. 

CL Tweedale 

MEMBERSHIP 1993/4 

Membership subscriptions for the year 1993/4 were due on the 1 April 1993. The good news 

is that there will be no increase and rates remain the same as last year £4.50 (£2 

concessionary). All members receive a free copy of each News Magazine so membership 

really does represent excellent value for money! Unfortunately, the bad news is that owing to 

increased costs, the entrance donation to the monthly meetings will in future be increased to 

50p. Whilst this is very much regretted it also represents very good value for an interesting 

talk, a cup of tea and a chance to meet people with a shared interest in Ramsbottom and its 

heritage. 

Subscriptions may be paid at the monthly meetings, at the Heritage Centre when it is open or 

by post to the Membership Secretary, The Heritage Centre, Carr Street, Ramsbottom. 

Cheques should be made payable to The Ramsbottom Heritage Society. 

Barbara Park, Membership Secretary 

 

STARTING WORK 

On the Thursday before Good Friday 1938 I left school which I had attended from the age 

of three to 14. Weeks before, with my Dad, I had made the short journey to the Chatterton 

Weaving Company’s mill to see if any workers were needed. Great news - one girl was ready 

to move on to be a trainee. I was told to be at the works at 7 45am on the Tuesday after Easter. 

As I had never been inside a mill before, I was wondering what it would be like. I was all agog 

-1 would be a wage earner at last. The night before the ‘big day’, as for the rest of my working 

life, I laid out my clothes ready for the morning. As a mill girl, which is what I was going to 

be, these consisted of a jumper and skirt, printed overall, black woollen stockings, and of 

course my clogs - well polished and newly shod (i.e. irons, front and heels). On the day itself 

my mother awoke me and my brother. He was older than me and so already working. After 

breakfast, which we all had every day before being allowed out of the house, I finally set off 

fully equipped with tea, sugar, a pot, spoon, milk in a small bottle and some sandwiches for 

the morning break.
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On my way I was to meet some women who already worked at the mill. I had never been 

out so early before and was surprised to see so many people about. In 1938 most people 

walked to work, although some came by bus or bike. There were very few cars in those 

days.  

As we walked along Chatterton Lane we were joined by others at the Mill who encouraged 

me by saying “Don’t worry love the first week is always the worst - but never be late”. 

When we arrived we went through the door in single file. Standing just inside was the 

foreman, Mr Howarth, who was there to make sure everyone “clocked on”. Each worker 

had a number and the big, round, iron clock had an arm that swung round to punch each 

number, a bell rang and the exact time was recorded on a continuous sheet of paper. We 

clocked on when we arrived in a morning, off at 12.15pm for dinner, on again at 1.15pm and 

off again at 5.30pm when we finished for the day. Being new I was taken by a woman 

weaver to the place where I was to work. There I met two girls I already knew because we 

had been at Stubbins Council School together.  

The whistle was blown by Mr Howarth and the weavers went to their looms. The electric 

motors were then switched on - what a NOISE as the looms started up. This was my first 

minute of work. For the first hour I just watched the girl I was going to take over from. 

Then we had fifteen minutes break for tea. Then it was my turn. The work was in the first 

stage of weaving, the warps sized and put into beam, a long comb held the threads which 

were picked out in twos and put on to a double reed hook. The man called a drawer-in had 

got the healds four staves, narrow 36" ready and proceeded to draw in (1-3,2-4, plain cloth) 

left to right. This was a slow process. I was very nervous and glad when 12.15pm came 

and I could go home for dinner. At one o’clock I set off to join all the others walking back 

to work. The bell at Rosebank rang as we approached the mill so we knew we had five 

minutes as the bell was always rung to warn the workers to be in ready to start work. In the 

afternoon I seemed to work a little faster, hopefully making progress, and at three o'clock 

we had another break.  

By 5.30pm my back was aching, my fingers were sore and I was half asleep. When I 

finally reached home the big question around the tea table was “How did your first day 

go?” my reply was “I think I’ll get used to it”. After tea I was let off the washing up, but 

“just for today”. “Don’t think you will get out of it because you are now a worker” warned 

my Mum as I rushed off to see my pal who was waiting to hear all about my first day at 

work. She was younger than me and still at school. 

By 9.30pm I was off to bed my last thought before sleep: “is this the start of my life to 

come?” 

Hilda Barrett 

TEAM PHOTOGRAPH 

I must have been about nine years old that memorable year in the early 1930s when giants 

walked the corridors of St Joseph’s School. Though known to us for years their special 

qualities only became evident during the Ramsbottom schools football cup competition that 

Spring.
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When Miss Mahoney told her class that St Joseph’s had entered a team for the 

competition, and asked us to support them when they played at Peel Brow recreation 

ground, our hopes were not high. The school was not noted for sporting ability, and Peel 

Brow and some other schools were renowned for always entering strong teams. Holcombe 

could also call on the mighty Markham boy, already around six feet tall, broad in proportion, 

and still growing. With him in midfield who could hope to get through to score? Shame on 

us for such lack of faith! Our team emerged from the first game not only victorious but 

also as a strong and talented force. Hitherto unremarkable boys had increased in stature and 

confidence: we knew then they could win the cup for us. The next game brought further 

success and the whole school was caught up in the excitement.  

After morning prayers in the hall the headmistress, Miss Isaac, urged us to cheer on the 

team in the semi-final. When she said we should be proud of them for bringing such credit 

to the school I recognised the situation straight away. From my reading of school stories in 

2d magazines, which I could occasionally buy secondhand for ½d, I knew the importance 

of “the honour of the school”. There could be no greater achievement than helping the 

school to win a trophy. It was then I realised that members of St Joseph’s team were the 

equal of those sporting heroes I read about in the Magnet and the Gem. The ‘Comrades 

Field’ behind the school had not been built on in those days and, watching training sessions 

there with such admiration, we wondered how any team could withstand the expertise of 

our champions. When calling for Bill Brennan on the way to school I used to hope we 

would be honoured by his older brother, Wilfred, the team’s goalkeeper, walking along with 

us. 

After another victory in the semi-final nothing could have kept us from the final match. Both 

sides were well supported and greeted with shouts of encouragement as they strode out onto 

the field. Most of the players would be leaving school to start work at the end of the Summer 

term, and to boys of my age they were an awesome sight as they lined up looking so strong 

and determined. 

Almost every kick of the hard-fought battle of the giants was loudly cheered as they 

thundered up and down the field. Chris Kennedy added to his legendary exploits: brought 

down in a midfield tackle he climbed up through the legs of his towering opponent, retrieved 

the ball, and carried on down the field. Harry Hoyle, Ellis Timlin and John Earnshaw were 

an intrepid and energetic trio, and the rest of the team played with great skill and 

commitment throughout. Finally our heroes prevailed. The game was over and the match 

was won. All Ramsbottom could hear the shouts and cheers when the cup was presented and 

when each member of the victorious team received his medal. 

A keen sportsman in his younger days, Father McGuiness seemed as excited as the rest of 

us when he arrived at the school the following morning. He had come specially to 

congratulate the team and the trainers on their sterling efforts, which he said had brought 

honour to the school and enhanced its sporting reputation. Later he was photographed with 

the team and their trophies. 

Truly an outstanding occasion in the school’s history and one of my strongest memories of 

schooldays. In the years since then I have never met any of that formidable team without 

thinking of their cup victory. 
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Visiting the Heritage Centre recently I examined St Joseph’s School’s display in the Local 

Schools Exhibition. It was some time before I noticed somewhere in the middle the 

photograph of a football team with their cup and an array of medals. Looking more closely I 

quickly identified Father McGuiness and Mr Barratt, one of the trainers. But this group of 

happy yet ordinary twelve and thirteen year old boys could surely not be the awesome team 

that had won victory for the school all those years ago. Who says the camera doesn’t lie? 

What trick of photography had sought to diminish those champions of my schooldays and 

make them seem so unexceptional? 

I shall try to forget the photograph and continue to remember those superstars as they really 

were. 

Norman Kay 

THE MYSTERIOUS DOCTOR McDOUALL 

In 1835 a young Scottish doctor called Peter Murray McDouall arrived in Ramsbottom and set 

up his surgery. He was born in Newton Stewart, Galloway in 1814 and educated at the 

Edinburgh University School of Medicine. His stay in Ramsbottom, although quite brief, 

appears to have had a quite traumatic effect on his life. 

His experiences in looking after the sick amongst the factory workers and their families led 

him to undertake the first social survey of the area. The information he gathered on the living 

conditions in and around Ramsbottom he delivered as a paper to a meeting of the British 

Association at Newcastle in 1838. 

In his own words “ I did not take the complaints of the people as my guide nor did I trust to 

their assertions, I wanted truth and I examined it for myself.” 

He found “In 137 houses out of 309 only 137 bedrooms were provided for as many families. 

There were 24 families of five persons each in one bedroom, another 24 families with seven 

in a room, four with ten, two with 12 and one with 14." 

It was around this time that McDouall must have met up with Dr Matthew Fletcher, a Bury 

surgeon and a Chartist. He was converted to the Chartist cause, although unlike Fletcher who 

favoured the constitutional approach, McDouall supported the physical force brand of 

Chartism. 

In 1839 he was supporting a programme of General Strike followed by armed insurrection and 

in August of that year he was arrested for sedition and imprisoned for a year. Whilst in Chester 

prison he met the daughter of one of the warders, courted her and, on his release, married her. 

By 1840 he had become a nationally known leader of the Chartist movement. He toured the 

country as a Chartist lecturer and as a result spent less and less time in Ramsbottom, although 

he still appears to have maintained a residence here. Around this time he was also publishing 

and editing his Chartist Journal which advocated his own revolutionary views. 

In 1842 McDouall gave evidence to the Parliamentary Select Committee investigating the 

truck system by which factory masters paid out wages in goods from their own shops rather 

than in money. Although illegal since 1831, McDouall found that in Ramsbottom the system 

was still widespread eleven years later. Under it the workpeople “found themselves denied 

all choice in the necessities of life.” Prices in the truck shops were invariably more expensive 

than in other shops whereas quality was uniformly lower. 
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  'There is a difference of 3d upon every 20 pounds of flour; the difference is between  

the mill shops and those where there is a free system of trade ... Tea is 1d to 1 ½d an ounce 

dearer in the truck shops than amongst the general dealers, butter is 3d a pound higher and 

cheese 1d and 2d a pound” The problem was that whilst the 1831 Act had declared truck 

illegal it had not established any system of independent inspection or enforcement. 

Workers who attempted to sue their employers were immediately dismissed, stated 

McDouall. “There is such a communication between the masters that I have known a 

messenger sent to the various mills with the name of the man discharged”. Even if the 

worker persisted with his case in the face of this kind of intimidation “a great majority of 

the magistrates are factory masters and it is quite useless to bring a case before them".  

McDouall went on to describe an interesting variation of the truck system which applied 

in Ramsbottom. Not only did the Grants own their own shop, they also owned their own 

pub. The wages of Grants’ workers were paid there by the pub landlord in exchange for 

tickets provided by the employer and there was a compulsory deduction of three pence (3d) 

from the wages to pay for the exchange. For the landlord there were, of course, advantages. 

The presence on his premises of large numbers of thirsty workmen with money newly paid 

out to them must have boosted his sales to no small degree. McDouall describes how some 

of the workmen remained in the pub “until they had exhausted their credit and their money. 

.....I have seen little boys come down drunk”. Since the pub remained open until midnight 

and beyond on the days when wages were paid, one can well believe it.  

In September 1842 the Manchester constabulary issued a warrant for McDouall's arrest and 

he now disappears from the Ramsbottom scene. To avoid arrest he went into hiding and 

spent some time in exile in France. By 1844 he had returned to Scotland and was heavily 

involved in Scottish Chartist politics in 1847-8 there was a revival of popular support for 

Chartism, and McDouall returned to England and resumed his speaking tours. By this 

time he was based in the Ashton under Lyne area and it was here that he was once again 

arrested and charged with sedition, illegal assembly and riot. He was tried at Liverpool 

Assizes and again imprisoned, this time for two years.  

On his release from prison he found Chartism once more in decline. He was by this time 

destitute and having a wife and four small children to support he attempted to revive his 

medical career in Ashton. His efforts were unsuccessful, being fiercely opposed by his 

political enemies in the town who denounced him as a notorious criminal. He and his 

family were only saved from starvation by Chartist public subscription. 

Like many other defeated Chartists McDouall, still only 40 years old, resolved to emigrate 

to Australia in search of a new life. It was not to be. The boat in which he and his family 

were sailing was wrecked in a violent storm off the Australian coast and he was drowned. 

His widow and children who were rescued returned to England destitute and were forced 

to live in a workhouse at Everton. Eventually, they were assisted by Nottingham Chartists 

who helped Mrs McDouall set up a successful stationery business in the city.  

Details of McDouall’s life in Ramsbottom remain scarce. For example, although we are 

told he lived in Bolton Street, most probably at No 18, we do not know why he came to 

Ramsbottom in the first place. If anyone has any further information I would be 
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delighted to hear it. I am sure there is much more to be discovered about this strange and 

extraordinary man.                                                                                                  Trevor Park 

 

RAMSBOTTOM REMINISCENCES, 36 pages, A5 size, (published by Ramsbottom Heritage 

Society, December 1992 ) £2.50  Did you get your copy for Christmas or just after? There aren't 

many left. 

“Ramsbottom Reminiscences" is the condensed cream of a competition set up by the Society 

to revive the memories of people who lived and worked and holidayed around Ramsbottom 

in the early years of the twentieth century. Fourteen persons have thoughts in print and they 

range back almost 90 years and collectively over 500 years. 

I had heard a little of the three prize winners as a taster at the pre-Christmas meeting in the 

Civic Hall but the booklet gives a fuller flavour which can be read at leisure and analysed and 

read and savoured again. 

It is a fine collection which helps us understand what Ramsbottom and its surrounding area 

was like in the past. It is full of people, places, schools, shops, churches and war. A soldier’s 

return after years in a POW camp had a lump in my throat. 

If you know Ramsbottom of yesteryear or think you know Ramsbottom today, you will enjoy 

Ramsbottom Reminiscences. If you have any stories to tell, get that pen to paper and send it       

to the Society. I am already looking forward to Ramsbottom Reminiscences Number Two. 

                                                                                                                             John B Taylor 

[John is clearly too modest to take credit for the drawing on the cover of Ramsbottom 

Reminiscences. Inspired by a photograph taken by David Moss and drawn by John 

Taylor it is an evocative scene of old-fashioned cottage chimney pots (with some 

modem day appendages!) with the moors and the familiar tower in the background.] 

 

RAMSBOTTOM - WHAT’S IN A NAME? EXPLORED AGAIN 

After reading John Sykes’ article on the origin of the town’s name, in the Winter 1990 issue of 

this journal, I invited the comments of a friend, a distinguished archaeologist. My friend jotted 

down a few points light heartedly in a letter. Sadly he died before we j had the chance to discuss 

them. On re-reading his letter recently i felt that members of the Society would be interested in 

his off-the-cuff thoughts. The following paragraphs are based on what he wrote, with minor 

adaptation and some simplification. 

The first known example of the name, spelt Romesbothum, is in a court roll of 1324. The 

principal writers on Lancashire place names, Eilert Ekwall and David Mills, and the general 

editor of numerous volumes of the English Place-Names Society, AH Smith, agree that the 

second element in the name is from the Old English botm meaning valley. The problem is the 

first element. Ekwall writing in 1922 thought that it was a form of ramm, ‘a ram’. Later 

however he thought a form of hramsa, ‘wild garlic’ (ramsons), was more likely, but 

commented on the difficulty of distinguishing not only between ramm and hramsa but also 

between either and hraefn, ‘a raven’.  



12 Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 7 Summer 1993 
 

 

Smith in 1956 made the same point. Mills in 1976 thought that the etymology could equally be 

either ramm or hramsa. So, on the basis of the earliest spelling and the best philological 

opinion, the meaning of the name could be: the valley where garlic grows’ or the valley where 

the rams graze', or less likely, the valley where the ravens fly'; or even the valley belonging to 

someone called Ram, Raven or, less probably, Garlic. 

John Sykes very reasonably turned to topography. If the local soil doesn’t produce wild garlic 

except sparsely, then garlic is probably out as an explanation of the name. John’s view is that 

Ramsbottom means ‘valley of stiff clay'. John is by admission a Yorkshireman and came to 

this view after reading Round about Bradford (published in 1876)by William Cudworth, 

doubtless a Yorkshireman also. According to Cudworth, Ramsbottom has a similar meaning to 

the name Leagrams, near Bradford, which he derives from ley meaning ‘low-lying’ and ram 

Norse for ‘strong’. From personal experience of digging his garden and his allotment John has 

confidence that this theory is well-grounded. 

There are several reasons for doubting the theory. First, Leagrams is explained by the leading 

authority on Yorkshire place-names, the aforementioned AH Smith, as from the Old 

Scandinavian leio-grima, meaning ‘a track-marker’. Ekwall has the same meaning for the 

Lancashire Leagram. Cudworth it may be noted takes no account of the 'g' in Leagrams. 

Secondly, in the earliest record of 1324, and even as late as 1560, the first element of the name, 

Romes, is a noun in the genitive case (ie of garlic of a ram or of a raven) not an adjective.  

My friend then went on to make an interesting suggestion. The meaning of the first element 

(garlic or ram or raven) would probably not be in doubt if the second element were regarded 

not as Old English botm but as from the Old Danish both (Middle English bothe ( North 

Country dialect booth) meaning ‘a herdsman’s hut’. The dative plural of both would be 

bothum thus Romesbothum would fit, Ramsbottom would then mean ‘at the ram herd’s huts’. 

The fact that Ramsbottom lies in a bottom would readily lead to the modern form, 

Ramsbottom, rather than Ramsbooths. “It looks very much," wrote my friend “as if - as so 

often with place-names - you takes your choice. Is there any legend in your parts of a giant 

garlic eating ram who founded the town, first frightening away the ravens with his breath, and 

then building a series of shepherds’ huts in the valley bottom, which was unsuitable for 

agriculture because of its rank cloggy soil ?" 

My friend was of East Anglian stock. He had the good fortune to live and work in York for 

much of his life. However, his earlier good fortune was that he had a Lancastrian upbringing. 

This last fact, together with his professional eminence, make his views worthy of respect. His 

authority on the subject of these notes is confirmed finally by his name, which was - Herman 

Ramm. 

The works on which views expressed above are based are as follows: 

E EKWALL The Place Names of Lancashire (Chetham Society, 1922; reprinted by  EP                          

                             Publishing Co, 1972) 

   The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names (OUP, 4th Edition, 1960) 
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AH SMITH English Place-Name Elements: Part 1 (CUP, 1956) 

                            The Place-Names of West Yorkshire: Part 3 (CUP, 1961) D 

David MILLS     The Place-Names of Lancashire (Batsford, 1976) 

 
POSTSCRIPT 

1. I have recently been informed of two fairly recent books on place-names. They are: A D 

Mills, A Dictionary of Place-names ( OUP 1991; to be issued in paperback later in 1993) and 

Adrian Room, A Dictionary of Place-Names in the British Isles (Bloomsbury, 1988; and 

subsequently in paperback). I understand that both books follow the authorities referred to in the 

text above in offering either 'ram' or ’wild garlic' as a possible derivation, with a preference for 

’ram’. Mr Room adds that the ram could arise not from the animal itself but from a rock 

formation resembling a ram or a ram's head. Any identification of this feature from local 

topographers? 

   2. I have now seen a copy of Round about Bradford, courtesy of the library service. It appears   

   that the chapter on place-names was written not by the author, Mr Cudworth, but by 'a    

   gentleman well versed in word-lore'. The author expressed confidence that this could be a  

   valuable addition to the volume, though possibly exception may be taken to some of his  

   conclusions’. Mr Cudworth showed a proper Yorkshire caution, . . .  well                     justified. 

Stuart Jackson 

 

HAZELHURST ENGRAVING WORKS, 258-264 BOLTON ROAD WEST 

Readers may recall Andrew Todd's article, John Spencer's Hazelhurst Engraving Works, in our 

Summer 1991 issue (no 3). Architectural historian W J Smith has surveyed this unusual 

building, and has kindly recorded his findings for us. 

This is a large stone building of three storeys, 6½ bays measuring in total 116 feet in length and 

30 feet in depth. The front (taken to be south for the purpose of this account) and east gable are 

of water shot coursing in regular 9½ inch courses, while the rear and west gable are in random 

coursing. It was built c1848 as an engraving works, a highly specialised building for its period 

incorporating four two-storey houses (rather than cottages); an internal loading bay and 

workshops on the ground and first floors of the 2½ bays at the western end, and a series of 

workshops along the whole of the top floor. This top floor has a run of continuous windows all 

round the building - including the gable ends, except for a small section in the north west corner 

where the original boiler and engine house may have been located. The surviving tall stone 

chimney stack for this remains, but is detached from the main building.  

The four houses each originally had a small projecting wing at the rear which would have 

served as a scullery. The wing of no 258 rises to the full height of the building and has rear 

windows on the first and top floors, suggesting that this was the main house. Staircases in the 

rear room lead to the first floors. All the rooms have - or had - fireplaces, the chimney stacks once 

having four chimney pots each. The stacks were taken down after 1974. The front of this row of 

houses is now distinguished by two bay windows, at nos 258 and 260, added to the latter 

c1900, and to the former a little later. At this time, the doorway to 258 was blocked up.  
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Thus nos 258/60 became a double fronted house and were then used perhaps as the works 

offices. There was apparently never any access from the houses to the top floor. 

Between no 264 and the end two bay workshops is the loading bay which runs from front 

to rear and in which is a trap door to the floor above. The front arch has long been partially 

filled in and is now an arched window, but the rear arch remains open. It now leads into the 

later extensions to the rear. This loading bay accounts for the half-bay. The two western 

bays accommodated workshops on ground and first floors access to the latter being by a 

wooden staircase alongside the party wall of the loading bay. A row of four hollow cast iron 

pillars support the main floor joists to the floors above including the top floor. The ground 

floor workshop has three windows on the front and two to the rear; the floor above has five 

windows to the front and three to the rear and the half-bay over the loading bay has one 

window at front and rear. The ground floor workshop still retains some power shafting and 

pulleys and the remains of shaft bearing boxes and quadrant gear boxes. This would have 

been driven by the steam engine to provide power for the specialist lathes and milling 

machinery used in making printing rollers.  

All this relatively heavy work was done on the solid ground floor. In the deeds to the 

property, a covenant of 13th September 1855 contains the earliest description of industrial 

equipment in the building: '... the Steam Engines Steam Boiler Shafts Wheels and going 

Gears Gas Pipes Gasometers and] Retorts.’ The gas was used for lighting; indeed, the 

domestic part of the building retained gaslights as late as 1953. The top floor is 

distinguished by the range of windows that runs continuously all-round the building 

except for the small area where the engine house may have been. The windows are not all 

the same in width, those in the two west bays being the smallest with four windows per 

bay and two over the loading bay. Thereafter, the bays are wider, conforming to the width 

of the houses, three having four windows and one having three (see plan). 

The problem of chimney flues passing through the top floor has not yet been solved owing 

to difficulty of access. The present window frames are relatively new, replacing what were 

24 pane windows probably of cast iron. They did not open. These are shown on a faded 

photograph, taken of the rear of the building c1890. Two trusses are visible in the two west 

bays. They are king post tie beam trusses with twin angle struts running up to the principal 

rafters. These in turn support two sets of purlins per pitch and a ridge purlin. 

Making copper rollers for printing cotton/calico calls for absolute precision at all stages of 

production and tolerance must be absolute from the very outset. It is probable that several 

forms of making printing rollers were carried out here - straight forward engraving or acid 

etching direct onto copper rollers by hand in addition to the milling method (see O 

Ashmore, The Industrial Archaeology of Lancashire (1969) p 66). The well-lit upper floor 

would have accommodated the skilled engravers and die makers and possibly the 

designers, ail within the various divisions of the floor.  

The ground and first floors at the west end would have accommodated the heavier processes 

needing steam driven power to turn the lathes arid milling machines. There would have 

also been an acid bath for etching. On the first floor was provision for an annealing oven 

to harden the completed mills. In later years, the rollers were made more durable by  
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        chromium plating the surface. This was done  by an outside contractor. 

The process of making printing rollers would start at the top of the building and end at 

the ground floor, a very logical arrangement! The finished rollers would then be 

dispatched from the loading bay. 

It is worth recording that according to Charles Tomlinson (ed) Cyclopedia of Useful Arts. 

...............etc Volt (1854) p28G, a 36" roller cost between £5 and £7 to make including 

the cost of the copper cylinder: by today's equivalent value that would be £600-£800, a 

sum which would support the specialist quality of printing rollers. 

 

It is doubtful whether a similar engraving works survives in the North-West in such a 

complete state as this one at Hazelhurst. We must be grateful to the company for having 

maintained the building and contents. 

W John Smith 

 

         RAMSBOTTOM REMINISCENCES: A SECOND VOLUME? 

Those of us who were involved in the competition last year have been pleased to see how 

much enjoyment it generated - both for the authors of the entries, and for their readers. 

Having spoken to, or corresponded with, several of the contributors, I personally know 

how proud they were to share their memories, and I've met at least one reader who found 

these quite moving. 

I think it would be a fine achievement if we could make Ramsbottom Reminiscences an 

ongoing project. It would mean that in the next century our town would have one of the 

best records of ordinary life in the early to mid-1900s. Perhaps we could seek as wide a 

variety of contributions as possible - from all manner of occupational backgrounds 

including millworkers, publicans, railwaymen, doctors, nurses, teachers, policemen, 

vicars, night-soilmen - and, of course, their families. 

We cannot promise prizes, nor are we sure when a new volume might appear, but there 

is an excellent chance that any reminiscences sent in will be in print eventually - perhaps 

in our magazine. They can be typed, handwritten or even written up for you by a 

neighbour. There is no need for you to be a society member - just a holder of memories 

from the old Ramsbottom UDC area. 

Entries can be sent to me at 9-11 Square Street, or simply handed in there - it is the 

Printers & Stationers shop, Allen & Todd. 

Alternatively, if you would like simply to talk about your recollections, and let these be 

taped, please contact Judith Appleby through the Heritage Centre. You can write, or 

leave her a phone message. 

Andrew Todd 
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