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PROGRAMME 2016
June 15

Peter Higginbottom – Gruelling Experiences – Three Centuries of
the Workhouse focussing on Bury (illustrated)

July 20

Guided afternoon visit to the Weavers’ Triangle, Burnley: short
towpath walk, Oak Mount Mill engine house, visitor centre and tea
and biscuits. Cost approx £5. Meet outside Ramsbottom Civic Hall
at 1.15pm for car sharing (or at visitor centre 2pm).

August 17

Visit to Close Park, Radcliffe including ruins of historic Radcliffe
Tower, medieval church and tithe barn.
Meet at Carr Street library car park at 6.15pm for car sharing.

September 21

Barry Aldous – 3D Photography Past and Present – a brief history
of stereoscopic (3D) imaging, supported by shows of local and
general interest, covering a period of over 100 years.

October 19

Liz Long – The Ragged Schools of Manchester’s Angel Meadow
with a link to the Grants of Ramsbottom!

November 16

Andrew Bibby – All Our Own Work – the co-operative pioneers of
Hebden Bridge and their mill (illustrated)

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 50
Spring/Summer 2016
CONTENTS
Chairman’s Report

Kate Slingsby page 2

Kate Slingsby - An Appreciation

Andrew Todd

page 3

Bowling Green Application Refused

page 4

Ramsbottom War News

page 5

Jubilee Gardens Time Capsule Burial Ceremony Tony Mosedale page 6
News From The Archive

page 8

Archaeology Report, Aldi Site, Railway Street, Ramsbottom

page 9

John Leyland

Annual Photographic Competition 2015
Stephen Plunkett

page 13

Duncan Francis page 16

Ramsbottom Lost Generation Part 2 - 1916

page 18

The Provision Of Local Banking Services

page 19

Signs of the Times 1878

Brenda Richards page 22

Local Research

Cover - An early view of Ramsbottom, artist unknown
Website - www.ramsbottomheritage.org.uk
Email via website

page 28

2

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 50 Spring 2016

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
I really want to thank you all for the support and encouragement you have given
me for the last five years since I took over from Tony Murphy. But by the time you
read this report I will already have resigned as chair of the Ramsbottom Heritage
Society. However I will still be looking after our object store, art works and
exhibition team and will be a member of the Conservation Group, so I will still be
around and will see you all regularly. It has been a real privilege to chair such an
interesting and forward looking society where so many of the members are actively
involved in such a wide variety of projects. Progress has been made on many fronts
this year: Ramsbottom’s War News 1945, which came out this year completes the
set which began with 1939; and the 1916 edition of Ramsbottom’s Lost Generation
has also now been published. We are enormously grateful for the immense hard
work that has gone into these publications.
The archiving of documents, photographs, art work and objects has continued and
the bookstall is kept up to date. The website and photographic competition are
ongoing, and we should make special mention of the magazine, which, with its new
cover has reached its 50th edition. In addition the talks and walks and the Gallery
opening continue.
What a amazing amount of hard work has been put in to keep this multifaceted
society ‘on the road’. We have some really important ongoing projects. The first is
trying to obtain enforceable status to the Ramsbottom Conservation Area
Management Plan 2011.
Currently the policies it contains are only
recommendations and there will be a lot of work before the council can require
planning permission for all changes to the exterior of buildings in the town
We are also trying to get the lorries banned (or reduced) from Bridge St. We raised
this at the Township forum and the council’s joint Traffic Management Unit and
the police have now been discussing it. It is a difficult problem as many of the
massive 6-axle lorries belong to firms in the district and there is a lack of alternative
routes.
Recently various objects from Stubbins Vale Mill (which used to belong to the
Porritt family) have been handed to the Heritage Society. Unfortunately they were
in the cellar when the Boxing Day floods struck the factory. Two documents and
a beautiful painting of Col. Porritt himself are currently with conservators. Other
restorations in Ramsbottom have included parts of the Cottage Hospital building,
and both the RUDC badge and the interpretation board in the Market Place.
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I firmly believe that it is all these projects that make the RHS so successful. Of
course our monthly Wednesday night meetings are extremely interesting and
important to us, but the wider range of a activities show that we are always
progressing in many exciting ways. The various press releases that stem from these
activities make sure that Ramsbottom residents know about us and are aware that
we have such a lot to offer them. Once again, thank you for all your hard work and
for all the support you have given me personally.
I know that together we will ensure that the Ramsbottom Heritage Society will
continue going from strength to strength.
Kate Slingsby

KATE SLINGSBY: AN APPRECIATION
Kate has been chairman since May 2011, only the fourth person to hold this office.
As the first, perhaps I'm in a good position to judge how she has discharged the role.
At the risk of hubris, the job could be likened to that of Prime Minister! At one
extreme, there was Sir Alec Douglas Home, who famously found time to tend the
roses in the Downing Street garden; at the other are those incumbents who go to
bed with their red boxes, and wake up with them! I think I tended towards gardening
type, whilst Kate has always been a red box woman!
Kate is, by nature, not one to claim credit, but it is a fact that she has been actively
involved for over a decade - some of you may remember the Crow Lane Project,
which amassed a lot of information and access to original material through
widespread community involvement. This was very much Kate’s brainchild. Once
chairman, the priority was to get a Gallery rota organised, until then a chronic
headache! Kate has been very good at recruiting people! She organised a series of
presentations/workshops on the town's history, and this brought in a number of new,
active members. (They arranged to catalogue and digitally copy all the maps and
plans in the Society’s possession.) She has been scrupulous in keeping members
informed about the Society's activities through the medium of a detailed chairman's
report in the magazine. Needless to say, you have to read between the lines to
recognise how extensively she has been involved in those activities!

Many Bridge Street shops still display the A4 laminated thumbnail sketch
of their history, an offshoot of the Gallery's Shop Local Shop Ramsbottom
exhibition of 2012, overseen by Kate. Similarly, she was the driving force behind
the 2014 World War I centenary activities: the exhibition, and the very moving
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readings by the war memorial of some 300 names of local men killed. The D Day
dead were similarly commemorated that year.
Kate has maintained excellent contacts with the local authority, a big factor in the
respect that councillors and officers have for us. Her particular love has been local
artworks, and I remember her enthusiasm when those three local landscape
paintings, executed around 1806, surfaced recently.
It's hard to believe now that the Society's original constitution specifically excluded
any active role in conservation. The early constitutional change which turned us
into a campaigning, conservation organisation, as well as one of record, occasioned
a lot of internal argument. But we need only consider some of the achievements in
recent years to see that change was wholly justified. Kate has been a very active
member of our Conservation Group. They perform wonders, examining every
planning application relating to Ramsbottom, and framing a response which reflects
the society's objects. We don't always win, but we are always listened to: witness
the surviving features of the Cottage Hospital, its stained-glass window in the
library, its foundation stone on Nuttall Lane, and its content and whether the name
shortly to be erected on the Cobden Mill apartment building project. Currently, our
biggest challenge will be to obtain enforceable status to the Ramsbottom
Conservation Area Management Plan of 2011.
'It is exciting that the evidence of our influence can be seen around Ramsbottom',
Kate wrote recently. She is right, and this influence is a great tribute to her
chairmanship.
Well done, Kate.
Andrew Todd, President

BOWLING GREEN APPLICATION REFUSED
The proposal to build “24 (Cat C) flats for retirement housing for the elderly”
on the former Grant Arms bowling green
At Bury Council’s planning committee meeting on 1st September 2015 RHS
President Andrew Todd spoke against this proposal on behalf of Ramsbottom
Heritage Society, Friends of Ramsbottom Civic Hall and Friends of Nuttall
Park. Ramsbottom councillors also spoke against the application. The
committee refused permission for the development.

Bowling Green Application Refused

The developer’s appeal against the Council’s refusal was dismissed by the
Planning Inspector on 23rd February 2016. Matters considered by the Inspector
included the many concerns expressed in the 89 individual letters from local
people and three petitions, which altogether included the objections of nearly
150 people. We cannot thank everyone enough for the invaluable support.
We believe that there would have been long-term wide implications if
building were to take place on this last town centre open green space. Although
its future may not be with bowling, the site probably has a greater degree of
protection from development than anywhere else in Ramsbottom:
�� The green is in the Ramsbottom Town Centre Conservation Area (set
up in 1977).
�� It is close to a Grade II listed building. (The Grant Arms Hotel).
�� In planning guidelines it is designated for recreational use and as a
valuable open space..
�� In June 2015, Bury Council placed on their list of Assets of Community
Value (Localism Act 2011) after the Society’s nomination, which was
supported by other community groups.
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JUBILEE GARDENS
TIME CAPSULE BURIAL CEREMONY
In 1898 when the foundation stone of The Aitken Memorial and Jubilee Cottage
Hospital, as it was then known, was laid, a time capsule was placed underneath it.
Four items had been placed in the capsule:- a silver penny, a sixpence, a threepenny
bit and an edition of the Ramsbottom Observer from 1897 in which was described
the ceremony when the first sod was cut. When the Ramsbottom Cottage Hospital
was demolished in 2015 the time capsule was recovered and handed to Ramsbottom
Heritage Society for safe custody.
Eccleston Homes, who have built the small housing development on the site, were
intrigued with the idea of a time capsule to the extent that they decided to install
their own and invite St. Andrew’s Primary School to take part in the project. The
site chosen for the installation of the time capsule was adjacent to the pediment
which was removed from above the main entrance of the Cottage Hospital, and
which is now situated on Nuttall Lane near to the access road to the development,
Jubilee Gardens.
The date chosen for the ceremony was Thursday 11th February 2016. The
proceedings commenced at 10:30am in St. Andrew’s School with Kevin Marren,
the founder of Eccleston Homes, and myself, judging the pupils’ entries for the art
competition associated with the occasion. The pupils had been asked to design their
own family crest. This was a reference to the fact that the Cottage Hospital pediment
was inscribed with the Aitken family crest. To make our task easier the school
staff had whittled down the entries to a final thirteen. After some consideration we
duly awarded the three prizes donated by Eccleston. Everyone then proceeded down
Nuttall Lane to take part in the time capsule burial ceremony. Fortunately it was a
fine, pleasant day for the main event, a welcome change from all the previous recent
wet and windy weather. St. Andrew’s pupils had been given the opportunity to
provide their own objects to place in their time capsule which was considerably
larger than the original one.
Those chosen were an edition each of the Bury Times and the Rossendale Free
Press, a set of coins, a photo of St. Andrew’s school and a souvenir of Rio 2016.
Additionally, Eccleston included one of their brochures and a miniature teddy bear.
Many photographs were taken, including ones of the pupils with their artefacts and
of Kevin Marren placing the capsule in the small concrete chamber adjacent to the
pediment. At the same time the original time capsule, which had inspired the
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ceremony, was
not forgotten and
received its fair
share of attention!
The
pupils
then returned to
the school and the
onlookers
dispersed.
However, I have
since discovered,
to my chagrin,
that I missed out
on the tea/coffee
and
biscuits
which were then served in the show house!
The time capsule was not installed permanently on this occasion as Eccleston
wished to also include some of the photographs taken during the ceremony. It was
finally concreted into its final resting place on Thursday 3rd March, with the cap
flush with the top of the chamber such that the inscription can be read by all. It
reads:It is hoped the time capsule will
remain in situ for many years to come,
until such time that the site is cleared
again, for whatever future purpose, and
then it can be recovered to fascinate a
future generation. And who knows, with
successive generations living longer,
some of the younger pupils present on
this occasion may well still be around and
able to recall the events that took place
on Thursday 11th February 2016.

Tony Mosedale

Photographs by Ian Chapman
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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVE
A collection of framed Porritt items has been received by the Society. We are
very grateful to Voith Fabrics for this donation and for looking after the collection at Stubbins Vale Mill for many years. Unfortunately, during last Winter,
there was serious flooding at the mill so nearly everything has had to be removed
from the frames to be properly dried out.
List of the main items:
Portrait (oil on canvas) of Lt Col A T Porritt DL JP
CC - badly flood damaged along lower edge but
probably restorable so we are seeking expert advice.
(Many Ramsbottom people will remember that
Colonel Porritt, as he was known, gave Nuttall Park
to our town in 1928. His legacy also included
Chatterton playing field and 436 acres of the Stubbins
Estate which was given to the National Trust in 1943.)
Two mounted illustrated scrolls – one granting of a
Coat of Arms to Lt Col A T Porritt in 1926 and the
other for his appointment as Deputy Lieutenant of the County Palatine of Lancaster
on 10th February 1931. (Both are water damaged but a Society member has kindly
undertaken, as a matter of urgency, to stabilise their condition.)
Porritt family tree, A1 format – recorded by Marie Lynskey in 1999. (water damaged)
Porritt and Spencer Ltd’s wooden memorial with the inscription “ERECTED IN
APPRECIATION OF THE SERVICES RENDERED BY THE FOLLOWING
EMPLOYEES OF THESE MILLS IN THE EUROPEAN WAR 1914 – 19” and
over 50 names including A T Porritt’s. (This memorial, nearly 5 ft high, is water
damaged throughout and most of the elaborate mount along with a few of the letters
has come adrift. It has already been photographed and it seems that restoration
might be possible.)
Document – the mill’s employees congratulating James Porritt Esq, JP of Stubbins
Vale House on the celebration of “THE JUBILEE”, dated 7th February 1879 –
unaffected by flooding, in a modern frame and in excellent condition
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ARCHAEOLOGY REPORT, ALDI SITE,
RAILWAY STREET, RAMSBOTTOM
The following article is an abridged, edited version of a 2009 report by Oxford
Archaeology North (O A North). Several Ordnance Survey maps were included in
their study eg OS 6 inch to 1 mile of 1850 and OS 1:2500 of 1891 and also 19th
century trades directories, the 1895 Valuation list and a building control plan of
1905. Research by RHS member, Kath Haddock was made available to the OA
North team and more details can be found in her article “The History of the Aldi
Supermarket Site” which was published in RHS News Magazine No 36, Spring
2009.
When Bury Council granted Aldi Stores (UK) Ltd planning permission for the
Railway Street store the Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester,
following a desk-based assessment and building survey, recommended that an
archaeological evaluation of the site should be carried out in advance of any
development. The evaluation was targeted on the remains of three small textile
mills which stood on the site from the mid 19th Century: Meadow Mill (built between
1851 and 1855), Crow Mill (built between 1856 and 1858) and Orchard Mill (built
between 1869 and 1871). This evaluation demonstrated that there were considerable
buried remains of the three former mills surviving in-situ and led to OA North
excavating eight targeted trenches of varying sizes and measuring a total length of
90m. The excavation provided a record of the buried remains to mitigate their loss
resulting from Aldi’s development. The results of the archaeological work carried
out forms the basis for a full archive to professional standards in accordance with
English Heritage guidelines.
The uppermost levels of each trench were excavated by a machine fitted with a
toothless ditching bucket. The same machine was then used to define carefully the
extent of any surviving walls, foundations and other remains after which all
excavations were undertaken manually. Two areas were subject to detailed examination focusing on the mills’ power systems. Considerable elements of the steam
powered plants associated with the three mills were exposed and recorded, including a series of foundation beds for the steam engines, the steam raising plant and
associated flues. Four clear phases in the development of the site were identified,
including some palaeo-environmental evidence for activity pre-dating the erection
of the mills.
Ramsbottom registered its maximum ‘spindleage’ in 1889 and retained in its ‘waste
trade’ until 1988 with the last –self-acting mule’ in Lancashire. In 1891 there were
at least twelve cotton mills, two foundries and a paper mill active in Ramsbottom
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but until the mid-nineteenth century the Aldi site was an undeveloped vacant area
of land sandwiched between two roads, which eventually became known as
Railway Street and Square Street. In 1850 it was crossed by an east/west field
boundary and the southern part was wooded.

CROW MILL
Crow Mill (originally known as Crow Works) was built in the mid-19th century
and was owned by Gabriel Lund. In the upper rooms, he made cotton waste
breaking machines (known as ‘devils’. Apparently, Mr Lund had a reputation all
over Lancashire for the excellence of the machinery turned out at his works. Other
parts of the mill were occupied by George Ramsbottom, a cotton manufacturer
and also Warbuton and Wolstenhole, also cotton manufacturers. (Drake Directory
1861). After Gabriel Lund died in 1882, it was bought by Mr John Barnes and a
Richard Barnes operated there from the mid-1880s until the early 1900s when
Crow Mill became known as Shepherds Mill. Shepherds operated at both Crow
and Meadow Mill. Joseph Shepherd, was formerly in partnership with Joshua
Hitchon at Springwood Mill. There they successfully adapted the condenser
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woollen system to cotton waste spinning to make Ramsbottom the birthplace of
condenser yarn. The highest part of the mill was three storeys. Its 19th century
walls were found as a single-course stone footprint along with the possible location
of the mill’s former boiler room as a brick foundation, which included part of its
original hand made brick boundary wall and a putative flue. It is also possible that
a large stone foundation along the sides of the boiler room represented part of a
chimney base. Flagged floor surfaces were also exposed and the floor in the
northern area may have been used as a scutching room as it retained evidence of
scars and lead on its surface. A stone sett surface may have been used as a courtyard.
During the early periods of the 20th century significant internal redevelopment was
undertaken at Crow Mill, perhaps by Shepherds Ltd., often using Accrington-type
brick. The ground floor of the building fronting Railway Street may have been
used as a scutching room and as a devil hole. A concrete surface located within
the ground floor of the three storeyed building was probably part of the weaving
shed. Substantial evidence was also found to suggest that during this period the
mill shared the same power plant as Meadow Mill.
n the latter half of the 20th century the configuration of the mill altered little, apart
from the addition of several internal modifications. These effectively made the
flue redundant suggesting a change that did not require the use of a chimney. A
row of five brick partition walls set into a concrete floor may have represented the
bases of small free standing boilers possibly suggesting an alternate source of
steam for driving machinery.

MEADOW MILL
John and Edward Rothwell operated at this mill for about 50 years, specialising
in the spinning and weaving of cotton waste. By 1910 Shepherds were also
operating at Meadow Mill. By 1915 the mill may have been taken over by The
Meadow Mill Spinning Co Ltd. One of the mill buildings was three storeys high.
Remains of three stone walls, evidence of an unmapped 1898 building, stone
foundations of a brick built chimney and several inter-connecting flues and a
former courtyard were found. Near the position on maps of a boiler room there
was possible structural evidence of an engine room. The original exact location
of the boiler room was uncertain but it is likely that the later boiler room utilised
its foundations. The mill continued to operate as a cotton mill with modifications
undertaken in 1905 linking two of its buildings. One of these had been removed
between 1908 and 1927. Another building of this period, probably Shepherds’
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new boiler house, was found west of the chimney. The foundation of a small
machine base perhaps represented a pumping engine to provide a constant supply
of water for the boiler and steam engine for condensing purposes. These
constructions may have been contemporary with the completion of the extension
into Crow Mill, which undoubtedly increased the demands expected from the
boiler. Other 20th century construction included the erection of a new engine room.
A cluster of ceramic drains and iron pipes were located between the engine and
boiler, representing further additions to the water management. The 1962 OS map
and 1971 photograph show an additional weaving shed overlying the late 19th
century building. Other remains included a spread of concrete floor overlying the
boiler room and further spreads of concrete which may have been a warehouse
floor.
ORCHARD MILL
Originally, Schofield, Booth and Co were the occupiers as cotton spinners. By
1879 the mill had passed to J & J Stead but between 1895 and 1898 it ceased to
be a cotton mill and became a contractor’s yard and sawmill. In 1924 it was the
Orchard Chemical Works, still extant in 1962 but demolished by the time of a 1971
aerial photograph. A valuation list indicates the mill was four storeys high. Parts
of the original 1869-1871 layout as a cotton mill were identified and it is probable
that this layout continued to be used during the buildings’ change of use to a
sawmill and contractor’s yard. A courtyard/road surface perhaps provided access
into the mill from Square Street at this time. Structures pertaining to the earliest
phase of the building include the alignment of a culvert which represented part of
the mills’ water sources connecting to a reservoir shown on the 1893 map. Later
structures associated with an engine, power and fixed machinery mentioned in an
1895 valuation included part of a possible former machine bed sealed beneath the
engine room floor. From this period were the former boiler room defined by walls
of wire-cut bricks bonded with lime-based mortar. Many of the remains pertaining
to the later phase of Orchard Mill may be associated with its later use as a sawmill
and chemical works, although there was little evidence of these workings. An
engine room and several machine bases had been laid above a concrete floor which
retained several cast iron columns set on stone, suggesting an earlier construction
to which the concrete floor was abutted. Other remains included the formation of
the economiser with the introduction of a small reservoir and an in situ cast iron
pipe. More pipes were observed between the engine bases which may have derived
from an engine condenser. The chimney flue would have continued to function.
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ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2015
There were 255 competition entries from 8 entrants, including one non-member
who saw the news item in the Bury Times, The competition, which has now been
running for 29 years, only accepts photographs which were taken in Ramsbottom
and surrounding area during 2015, and this year, the judge was Andrew Todd. All
of the photographs are available for viewing on the Ramsbottom Heritage Society
website in the Photo Database section, which has 2870 photographs since the
competition started in 1987, and also 1600 photographs scanned in from Bury
Archive, and 300 donated to the society. The photos this year were dominated by
the Boxing Day floods and also the re-opening of St Andrew’s church, which had
been closed after it had been struck by lightening nearly 2 years earlier. There were
also photographs of shops and buildings that opened and closed during the year,
which Andrew particularly mentioned, as these serve as a record of the year.
The winner of the Dickensian Trophy was Ian Summers with one of the photos that
he entered in the Themes category of Edenfield Post Office closing

HPC-15TH-023 (the filename can be used to search for the photograph on
the database on the website)
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The category results were
Winner

Buildings
F:\RHS magazines\Document...\HPC-15BU-067.JPG

Ian Chapman
HPC-15BU-067
St Andrew’s from
Holcombe Hill

Highly Commended.
Ian Summers HPC15BU-003 Lyons Stone Works, Bury Rd, Edenfield
John Leyland HPC-15BU-073
Demolition of Cobden Mill

Events and Daily Life
Winner
Daryll Spencer
HPC-15EV-024
Bridge by Summerseat
station,
Irwell in flood

Highly Commended
Ian Smith

HPC-15EV-060 W & D Scholes - the store's 1940s Weekend
display during its last weeks of trading

Alan Seymour HPC-15EV-057 Turin Shroud exhibition at St Andrew's Church
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Town and Country
Winner
Daryll Spencer
HPC-15TC-008
View from Holcombe Hill

Highly Commended
Anne Shortt

HPC-15TC-025

Joyce Sellers

HPC-15TC-029

Holcombe Hill and Winter Hill from the
Lord Raglan May 2015
River Irwell taken from the Wharf

Themes Winner
Ian Summers

HPC-15TH-011 - 015

The Drop off Cafe ( 5 photos)

F:\RHS ...\HPC-15TH-013.jpg
F...\HPC-15TH-011.jpg
F:\...\HPC-15TH-012.jpg
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F:\RHS magazi...\HPC-15TH-014.jpg

F:\RHS magazine...\HPC-15TH-015.jpg

Highly Commended
John Leyland

HPC-15TH-121-125 (5)

Joyce Sellers

HPC-15TH-101-105 (5)

Cleaning up Nuttall Park Base after
the Boxing Day floods
Ramsbottom versus Haslingden
cricket match

STEPHEN PLUNKETT
Locked away in a filing cabinet at
Ramsbottom library is a rich, yet largely
untapped resource in regard to the town’s
history. Stored on microfilm is virtually
every edition of the Ramsbottom
Observer newspaper from 1891 - 1941,
which offers a rare insight into the
town’s former resident’s lives. During
the research for my book, Ramsbottom’s
lost Generation 1914 – 1918, one name
appeared repeatedly - Stephen Plunkett.
Using the paper as a primary source,
together with census returns, parish
records, as well as correspondence with
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his great granddaughter, Mrs. Maureen Martin, the story of this ‘man of the people’
can be told. Born on 29th August, 1859, at Wymondham, Norfolk, Stephen
Fiddament Plunkett was the second of 11 children of Robert and Sarah Ann
Plunkett (nee Fiddament). Robert was a master shoe maker by trade. At some
point in the 1870’s, financial hardship saw the family move to the Rossendale area
which at that time was a major source of employment in the footwear industry.
The 1881 census lists the family address as Taylor Street, Rawtenstall. Stephen
was now 20, employed as a Mule Spinner. It is worth noting at this point that his
brother, Jesse, was working as a baker and confectioner, an occupation that
Stephen would shortly pursue. On 10th July, 1884, Stephen married Elizabeth
Kemp at United Methodist Free Church, Rawtenstall. Within a year of marriage
the couple moved to Ramsbottom and had four children. He was a deeply religious
man, regularly attending Patmos United Methodist Church (situated at the bottom
of Peel Brow). By 1888, Stephen was in business as a baker and confectioner in
his own right. Slater’s trade directory of that year lists the address as 54, Bridge
Street. The premises were already known to be used as a bakery, once belonging
to Mr. Ralph Vause, (Barrett Trade Directory, 1883). Stephen had a natural flair
for business and the bakery thrived. However, tragedy struck on 3rd January, 1892,
with the death of his wife Elizabeth. His faith was sorely tested again when his
youngest child, Stephen, died on 2nd April, 1893, aged just 18 months. Over the
next 15 years, Stephen Plunkett immersed himself in the business, eventually
taking early retirement in 1908. With more time on his hands he decided to stand
as a Liberal candidate for East Ward. In the 1910 Ramsbottom Urban District
Council elections he comfortably beat his rival, John Robert Leonard of the
Independent Labour Party, by 357 votes to 111. Once in office Stephen worked
tirelessly on behalf of his constituents. He served on several committees including
the Elementary Education Committee at Rowland’s, Summerseat, the Electricity
Committee, and the Streets and Buildings Committee. In 1914, through his effort,
Summerseat had electric street lighting for the first time.
At the outbreak of the Great War he had served in virtually every office of the
council. It was at this time that he became Ramsbottom’s ‘Best known public
man.’ Described as ‘kindly, stern, yet unbending’, his sheer determination helped
the town cope during its darkest hour. By 1916 he was Chairman of the
Ramsbottom Urban District Council. Amongst his many duties, he served on the
local Military Tribunal Panel, often exercising his right to grant a temporary
exemption to military service for any man whose family would suffer unduly if
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he was sent to the front. He was also Chairman of the Food Control and Profiteering
Committee and in 1917, on his behest, commandeered the football pitches at Peel
Brow and converted them into allotments in order to help the district’s residents
to grow their own food as shortages caused by the war began to take hold. [These
allotments are still in use today.] Shortly after the war he took on a new role with
the local Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen’s Families’ Association, where he helped
injured men and widows obtain their pensions.
He continued his public duties until shortly before his death on 6th March 1922, at
the age of 62. The Ramsbottom Observer described his funeral as ‘Impressive’ in
his obituary on 10th March 1922:
An Impressive Funeral
The funeral took place yesterday afternoon at Ramsbottom Cemetery, amid
manifestations of public sympathy. Practically every blind to the windows of
the houses in the vicinity of the deceased gentleman’s home was drawn, while
many were lowered at shops and residences along the route to the cemetery.
Stephen Plunkett is buried with his wife and son at Ramsbottom Cemetery. His
impressive tombstone bears the epitaph ‘Faithful unto death’.

Duncan Francis.

The Provision Of Local Banking Services
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THE PROVISION OF LOCAL BANKING SERVICES
As the content of this News Magazine was being finalised, a planning application
for new signage for the business on the corner of Bridge Street and Crow Lane
was noticed by a member of our Conservation Group. In this latest change
among Ramsbottom’s banks, it seems that the Royal Bank of Scotland is to
undergo a rebrand and will be trading as Williams and Glyn with a refurbished
frontage.
The 1871 Worrall Trades Directory has the Post Office Savings Bank with
postmaster Thomas Hedley at 14, Market Place, Ramsbottom. By 1888 he was
postmaster at 62, Bridge Street and post offices at Nuttall Lane, Edenfield,
Shuttleworth, Stubbins and Summerseat were all providing banking services.
By 1883 bank manager Robert Topham was running the Bury Banking Company
Ltd’s branch in Bridge Street, Ramsbottom. The company was originally founded
in 1798 as Grundys and Wood, having evolved from the business of two woollen
merchants John Grundy and Abraham Wood. In 1836 it had been their private
bank and later converted into a joint stock bank as the Bury Banking Company.
Two other banking companies also had branches in Ramsbottom in 1883: the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Banking Co Ltd at 26, Bolton Street and the Manchester
and Liverpool District Bank at 15, Market Place.
Originally, the Lancashire & Yorkshire Banking Company had evolved out of
the Alliance Bank of London and Liverpool which had been established in 1862.
Although the aim had been to expand into the provinces, in 1871 it was decided
to close the branch at 73, King Street, Manchester. Instead the manager, John
Mills drew up a scheme to form the Lancashire & Yorkshire as a new bank. Most
of the directors were Manchester businessmen when it started, and capital stood
at £1m within the year. A gradual extension of the business took place throughout
Lancashire and Yorkshire and eventually some of the deposits were used to finance
the construction of the Manchester Ship Canal (1894). In the process of expansion
the Lancashire &Yorkshire Banking Company absorbed various other northern
banks including the Bury Banking Company in 1888. There is evidence of an
intention for the Bury company’s branches at Heywood, Radcliffe and Ramsbottom
to become full branches of the Lancashire & Yorkshire, while those at Whitefield
and Tottington became sub-branches. However, Slater’s trade directory of 1888
lists the Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank Ltd (drawing on the Alliance Bank Limited,
London) at 26, Bolton Street, Ramsbottom as a sub-branch. Its manager at the
time was Peter Graham Gow. By 1915, as reported in the account entitled
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Ramsbottom’s Sinkhole 1915-16 in our News Magazine No 49, The Lancashire &
Yorkshire Bank was trading at premises near the bottom of Bridge Street (and
suffering the consequences of the collapsed culvert). Ownership of the
Ramsbottom branch changed again when the whole company, (The Lancashire
and Yorkshire Bank Ltd) was bought by The Bank of Liverpool and Martin’s
Limited in 1928. The shorter title Martins Bank Limited (no apostrophe) then
emerged at the insistence of the directors of the Lancashire and Yorkshire. The
Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank’s former headquarters at 43, Spring Gardens,
Manchester became Martins’ Manchester district office. The Liverpool Head
Office was at 7, Water Street but was replaced in 1932 by the Grade II* listed
building at 4, Water Street which was designed by Herbert Rowse. Over the years
Martins had expanded to some 560 branches.
Originally Martins Bank had been a London private bank, trading for much of
its time under the sign of the grasshopper. Tradition has it that Thomas Gresham
founded this bank in 1563 and he is believed to be the first to use the sign but there
are differences of opinion. After John Martin purchased the freehold in 1741
successive generations of the Martin family, who were among the early London
goldsmiths, ran the bank which was popularly referred to as The Grasshopper in
its early days. After the panic that followed the collapse of Barings Bank in 1890,
Martins became a limited company in 1891.
In 1918 Martins had been acquired by the Bank of Liverpool (founded 1831) who
wanted Martins in order to give them a London presence and a seat on the London
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Clearing House. The Martins name had valuable prestige and had been retained
in the title of the enlarged bank (The
Bank of Liverpool and Martin’s
Limited). The Coat of Arms which was
Martins’ logo featured a grasshopper
(Sir Thomas Gresham’s crest) and a
Liver Bird from the Bank of Liverpool.
The combined coat of arms was
registered by the College of Heralds
with its heraldic description, “or, a
Liver Bird (or cormorant) Sable,
holding in the beak a branch of Laver
(or Seaweed) Vert, on a Chief of the
third a Grasshopper of the first.”
Nearly all 700 branches of Martins
Bank including Ramsbottom’s became
branches of Barclays when Martins
was bought by Barclays Bank in 1969.
We are grateful to Barclays PLC for
supplying general information about Martins, photographs of the Ramsbottom
branch during Martins occupancy and
for permitting the use of their image of
the Martins grasshopper logo. (The
photos were not dated so we would be
delighted if one of our readers could
enlighten us – Editor.) Martins’ logo
was retained for part of the combined
business until the early 1980s, with a
small grasshopper appearing first on
statements and cheque books and later
on cheque books only. Barclays own
Spread Eagle emblem which replaced it remains associated with the Barclay
partnership. Barclays Bank, Ramsbottom closed early in 2015.
The Manchester and Liverpool District Bank (at 15, Market Place, Ramsbottom
in 1883) became The District Bank in 1924 until 1st Jan 1970 when it was one of
three merging banks which became the National Westminster Bank.
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES 1878
In the years following 1850 many new factories were built. Often cotton
manufacturers worked “room and power”, leasing premises from millowners rather
than building their own factory. This system enabled anyone with a minimum
amount of capital to become a manufacturer. However, it also led to frequent
bankruptcies. (During the later years of the century limited companies began to
be formed to take over the mills. Local examples in 1883 (Barrett) include
Ramsbottom Industrial Manufacturing Co Ltd at Cobden Mill, Ramsbottom
Spinning and Manufacturing Co Ltd at Union Works, Stubbins Lane and Victoria
Cotton Mill Co Ltd, Stubbins Lane. In 1888 in Slater’s Trade Directory Joshua
Hoyle & Sons Ltd is listed at Brooksbottoms Mill, Summerseat.) Throughout its
history, Lancashire’s cotton industry suffered from a “boom and bust” economy.
When cotton was doing well, a weaver was well paid but when the industry was
suffering one of its periodic slumps working hours were restricted, pay cuts were
imposed and as a final measure workers were laid off and mills closed. In 1878 a
region-wide pay cut of 10% had been agreed by the Cotton Masters Association
and even though workers would have understood the state of the industry there
were lengthy and widespread disputes in local mills *, including Ramsbottom.
The Bury Times of 20th July 1878 reported that mills in Ramsbottom where wage
reductions had been imposed were experiencing strikes. At the Co-operative Mill,
Stubbins the Ramsbottom Spinning and Manufacturing Company’s 750 looms had
been stopped with the weavers alleging that their list was below the Blackburn
standard list. They had returned to work after the manager, Mr John Dale, had
made changes “in one or two cases”. Altogether about 350 Ramsbottom workers,
who had no association and no funds to support them, were on strike from six other
mills including “J. Warburton & Co.’s Crow Works (about 60 hands employed),
weavers, spinners and cardroom hands; J. & S. Rothwell’s Meadow Mill (ditto),
70 hands; Wm Ashworth’s Railway Street Mill; H. Rostron & Son’s Old Ground
Mill; Jno. Peers & Co.’s (Ashton’s Old Mill)”. At Stubbins Lane Mill, Thomas
Hill’s men were on strike because of the wage cut and also complaining of being
only partially supplied with work. (Although Mr Hill had promised that this would
be rectified, a few months later he was forced to file a petition for liquidation, as
reported below.) Below is a letter from the Bury Times report:
We have been requested to publish the following:-
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“We, the cardroom and blowing room hands wish to make known to the public,
through the means of your journal, that the reason of the strike at the Ramsbottom Spinning and Manufacturing Company is as follows: The manager of the
works wanted to bring us 12½ per cent, below the other cardroom hands in the
other mills in the district and of course we could not submit to that. We were
and are willing to resume work at the prices we had previous to the strike, and
at that it would leave us 2½ per cent less than hands at all the other mills. The
manager said he would pay as much as any of the mills. That was a few days
previous to the strike, but when it came to the point he would not do so, but said
the 10% must come off. Of course the other cardroom hands had been reduced
in wages, and then they had 2½ per cent more than we had; and if we had
accepted the 10 per cent reduction in our wages, that would leave us 12½ per
cent less than the others. We cannot submit to such tyranny.” – It is signed by
seven persons.
By the following Saturday the Bury Times was saying that Ramsbottom weavers
out on strike had shown more determination than it was thought they would have
done, but the strike was “expected to terminate on Monday”. In the 3rd August
issue of the newspaper Ramsbottom’s strikes are not mentioned although there
are reports of strikes continuing elsewhere, including ones in Tottington, Bury,
Radcliffe, Heywood and various parts of Rossendale. A week later most of the
cotton trade reports were about settlements which were beginning to take place
on a mill by mill basis.
EXTRACTS FROM THE LOCAL PRESS - OCTOBER to NOVEMBER 1878
Petition for liquidation
A petition for liquidation was yesterday filed in the Bolton county court by Thomas
Hill, of Stubbins Lane Mill, Ramsbottom. Mr. J.E. Bell of Union Street, Bury
has been appointed receiver. Messrs. T.A.& J. Grundy & Co are the debtor’s
solicitors. The meeting is called for the 16th October next.
(Bury Times October12th 1878)
Sales by auction
Important to Cotton Spinners, Manufacturers, and others.
Mr. S. Jackson respectfully announces the receipt of instructions from Messrs
W. Wild and Brothers to Catalogue and Sell by Auction at Higher and Lower
Mills, Shuttleworth, near Ramsbottom, on Wednesday, Thursday and Monday
October 16th 17th and 21st 1878 the whole of the valuable
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MACHINERY FOR SPINNING AND MANUFACTURING COTTON
comprising
● Double-beater scrutcher, by Walker and Hacking
● Excellent double-beater finishing machine by Lord, with patent feed
motion and lapper for 48in. cards
● 15 double 48 in. carding engines with 10 rollers,10 clearers, patent
comb stocks, can and cooling(or colling?) motion to each.
● Grinding frame and emery rollers
● 4 traversing grinding machines (Horsefall’s patent)
● Grinding strickles
● 4 drawing frames with 3 heads of 3 deliveries each
● 3 slubbing frames, with 60 spindles each, 9 in.uplift
● 5 intermediate frames, in all 342 spindles, 9 in. lift with Mason’s and
other long collars
● 13 roving machines, in all 1,540 spindles, 7in. lift, including a few with
Mason’s long collars
● 500 carding and drawing cans
● 1 pair of self acting mules, with 1,540 spindles, 1 and a half in. gauge,
by Walker and Hacking
● 1 pair ditto, 1,500 spindles by ditto
● 1 pair ditto, 1,324 spindles ditto by ditto
● 1 pair ditto, 1,304 spindles ditto by ditto
● 1 pair ditto, 1,296 spindles ditto by ditto
● 43 throstle frames, in all 8,642 spindles (including a few with
Ashworth’s long collars
● 280 grosses of slubbing, intermediate, and roving spools
● 100 grosses of creel pegs, spare rollers and fitting for carding engine
and frames
● 170 grosses of throstle bobbins, tin tubes, bobbin bins and boxes
● 1 new winding frame, with 240 spindles, 4 and a half lift by T.Holt of
Rochdale
● 1 winding frame with 240 spindles 4 and a half lift
● 1 ditto with 180 spindles 4 and a half lift
● 3 beam warping mills, with creels, warping bobbins
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● 1 slasher sizing machine, sizing mixing and boiling cisterns, with
agitators
● 229 power looms, 40 and 44 in. reed spaces, by Bracewell and Bulcock,
Willan and Mills, Dugdale, and Harrison in good condition
● Loom change wheels and other loom fittings
● 325 sets of healds and reeds
● 25 sets of new healds
● Quantity of reeds
● Sets of heald staves
● New buffalo pickers
● Piece plaiting machine
● Packing skips
● Buffalo boxes
● 66 dozen of weft tins, wrap reels, and rove wrap drums
● 2,200lbs of excellent strapping, oil cisterns, oil cans, oil, brushes ,ropes,
a quantity of cotton, roving on spools, waste, sweepings, and tares
● Beam scales and weights, piece scales, platform weighing machines,
sack trucks, roller-ending machine, roller coverer’s press, muriate of
zinc, antiseptic, cask of tallow, buckets, blocks, and ropes
● Three 10in. double geared lathes compound slide and other rests,
chucks, upright drilling machine, circular saw bench and saw, bobbin
drill, small horizontal steam engine, grindstone, stocks with taps, dies,
catches, cramps, mandrels, several pairs of vices, nuts, bolts, wood
benches, boxes, trestles sundry timber, steel spindles, fluted rollers,
metal, &c
● Office furniture
● Excellent iron safe 30 in. by 30in.by 24in., by Chatwood.
Sale to commence at eleven o’clock each day.
N.B. The contents of Higher Mill will be sold on Wednesday and Thursday,
October 16th and 17th, and the contents of Lower Mill on Monday 21st.
Catalogues are now ready, and may be had from the Auctioneer, Bury
(Bury Times October 12th 1878)
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Depression in the cotton trade
The cotton trade of this district is in a very depressed state, and the curtailment of
production is rapidly taking place. Up to the present time the ordinary shares of
mills manufacturing cotton cloths for bleaching and for the home and foreign have
been well employed, but the fustian trade has long been very depressed.
Ramsbottom
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Out of a total of about 6,530 looms there are 1,100 stopped, and about 5,000 are
running full time, the remaining few are running short time. There are in round
numbers 130,000 spindles, and out of that number 30,500 are stopped and 28,000
are on short time. Bridge Mills, Edenfield are in course of re-erection. The figures
are as complete as we have been able to get them.
(Bury Times November 2nd 1878)
Bankruptcy
William Bramley of 7, Springwood Street and of Carr Mill, cotton spinner and
manufacturer.
(Bury Times November 2 1878)
* The Cotton Riots in Darwen and Blackburn, Spring 1878
Mill workers in Darwen, along with many in the area, had also decided to fight the
1878 wage cut of 10% by going out on strike. After weeks had passed with no
resolution, the Cotton Riots began with starving Darwen weavers smashing windows
at the Bird i’th Hand Pub whose landlord refused to dole out food. Soon the police
station was besieged and an alarming number of policemen suffered severe head
injuries after cobblestones were hurled through the windows. The rioting spread to
Blackburn, focusing on mills belonging to members of the Cotton Masters
Association. Finally the rioters headed to the home of the Chairman of the
negotiators, Robert Raynsford Jackson. He just managed to save his family and a
few personal possessions before the angry weavers battered down the front door,
looted the house and burnt it to the ground. Jackson’s carriage was then dragged
from the coach house, set alight and paraded triumphantly through the town.
Unfortunately, the violence only hardened their masters against the weavers: the
ringleaders were arrested and within weeks the strike was broken, the weavers
returning to work with the 10% pay cut.
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LOCAL RESEARCH
The Heritage Society cannot offer a research service. The following could be approached:
Bury Archives, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 0DG email contact: archives@bury.gov.uk
or tel: 0161 253 6782
Opening Hours Please note that the Archives are closed each day between 1pm and
2pm and that the latest time to produce records is 4.30pm (weekdays):

Tuesday
10am - 5pm
Thursday
10am - 5pm
2nd Saturday of the month 10am - 4.30pm

Wednesday
Friday

10am - 5pm
10am - 5pm

Bury Local & Family History Service, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 0DR:
information@bury.gov.uk or tel 0161 253 5871
has publications on local history, historical printed works of local interest such as
trade directories, older OS maps for the whole of Bury MBC (including Ramsbottom), microfilmed copies of local newspapers, thematic collections of news cuttings
worth pursuing for local biographies, census returns and parish registers (microfilm). Indexes for local church registers, including Ramsbottom are also held. A
direct link to Bury Libraries catalogue (which lists local history items held in all the
borough’s libraries) is at http://library.bury.gov.uk - follow ‘Bury Libraries Catalogue (Local Studies)’. Free access to the Ancestry and Find my Past databases is
available in all Bury Council’s libraries. Please phone for details of other family
history advice services.
Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society; membership secretary
Stephen Benson, 32, Slater Lane, Leyland, PR25 1TN,
email: membership@lfhhs.org.uk.
Membership entitles you to 4 magazine issues, an opportunity to publish your
research queries and findings, and meetings each month with speakers at venues all
over the county, including Bury and Rawtenstall. Also one branch in London. More
information is available on www.lfhhs.org.uk.
Ramsbottom Library and Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street BL0 9AE
tel 0161 253 5352 (IT - tel 0161 253 5354) email: Ramsbottom.lib@bury.gov.uk
The library boasts an IT suite, with a visually impaired and disabled friendly
workstation, back copies of the Ramsbottom Observer 1890-1950 on film and a
microfiche reader. Much of the Ramsbottom local collection of the late Rev R R
Carmyllie, local census returns and several filing drawers of local news cuttings and
booklets and Hume Elliot’s history are also available. Family history help sessions
are held on the 3rd Monday of the month 1pm to 5pm and advice is available at other
times by appointment.

Ramsbottom Heritage Society’s

Guided walks – June to September
Led by volunteers with a particular interest in and knowledge of Ramsbottom and
district. 2 – 3 hours in duration over distances between 3 to 5 miles. Taken at a leisurely pace,
the walks are suitable for reasonably fit adults and children. Dogs on a lead are welcome.

We hope everyone will enjoy an afternoon out and benefit from the exercise and
friendly company. Stout footwear and waterproof clothing is recommended. Please
note that paths may be uneven.
Please consider volunteering to lead a walk in 2017 - help will be given

Sunday June 19th

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. An historic stroll around old Birtle
Meet outside Pack Horse Inn, Elbut Lane, Birtle, Bury
BL97TU
John Sagar a expert local historian leads a guided walk
around old Birtle focusing on the rich history of the
area.

Sunday July 17th
Sunday August 21st

No walk due to lack of volunteers to lead
2 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Nuttall – the village that vanished
Meet at Ramsbottom Station, Railway Street
Kate Slingsby , knowledgeable local historian leads a
walk around the once thriving village of Nuttall
which had wool and cotton mills and chemical works.
They closed and everyone left. Visit the remains and
hear its remarkable story.

Sunday Sept. 18th

2 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Secrets of Irwell Vale and Lumb
Meet at the waterfall (near Lavender Hills care
home) Stubbins Vale Road
Barbara and Jon Williams from RHS will explore the
history of the villages, railway and station and look at
new developments

