RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY, C/O RAMSBOTTOM LIBRARY,
CARR STREET, RAMSBOTTOM, BURY, BL0 9AE
Contact number: 01706 281998
The objects of the society shall be:a)

To advance education of the public by creating an awareness of and interest
in the study of the history and heritage of Ramsbottom (as defined by the
boundaries of the pre-1974 Ramsbottom Urban District Council).

b) To locate relevant documents, records and artefacts. To retain, catalogue
and/or copy them where possible, and to operate an information centre.
c)

To seek to protect the heritage of Ramsbottom

PROGRAMME 2015:
June 17

Dr Roy Parker – Forgotten Lancashire – the experiences of rural
communities in East Lancashire at the end of the 18th century and
into the first half of the 19th century (illustrated)

July 15

Guided afternoon visit to Whalley Abbey. Tour lasts for 1 hour and
costs £3. Refreshments available in Whalley.
Meet outside Ramsbottom Civic Hall at 1.45pm for car sharing.

August 19

Visit to Bacup Wall of History and Bacup Natural History Museum
(free entrance). Refreshments available.
Meet at Carr Street library car park at 6.15pm for car sharing.

September 16

Barry Aldous – 3D Photography Past and Present – a brief history
of stereoscopic (3D) imaging, supported by shows of local and
general interest, covering a period of over 100 years.

October 21

Wendy Watters (historian from Bacup Natural History Society) Fernhill WW1 Military Hospital, Stacksteads (illustrated)

November 18

Dr Mike Nevell (Head of Archaeology, University of Salford and
co-editor of Industrial Archaeology Review) presentation on his
recent excavations at Radcliffe Tower

December 9

Christmas Social Evening

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are held at Ramsbottom Civic Hall
Market Place, Ramsbottom, commencing at 7.30pm.
Members £1.50, non-members £2 to include refreshments
The Editors welcome articles for inclusion in the News Magazine. These may be
handwritten, typed or on disc (in “Word” ) and sent to the Heritage Society.
Please include your full address and a contact telephone number.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
This spring the RHS has been involved in the conservation and preservation of
Ramsbottom in two very different ways. Firstly we have been given a wide variety
of objects needing permanent homes and secondly we have again sought to influence
contentious planning applications. When planning permission was granted for the
demolition of Ramsbottom Cottage Hospital it was agreed that the Heritage Society
should find permanent homes for various features of the hospital. These include
the ventilator and weathervane, and the foundation stone with its time capsule
containing the Ramsbottom Observer of 1897 and three coins. We expect that the
beautiful stained glass windows will be put up in Ramsbottom Library with a light
box behind them, where they should look really spectacular. The carved stone
pediment will be re-erected by the roadside on Nuttall Lane and will be sold to the
RHS for the princely sum of £1. The planning applications, which worried us most
have been ones for the bowling green behind the Civic Hall and the chimney which
belonged to Mondi (Ramsbottom) Paper Mill. We are endeavouring to have the
former bowling green designated as a community asset and to ensure that the
chimney stays complete or at least loses no more than the top 15 metres. St Andrew’s
Church and Schools banner has been given to us, and although it is in very poor
condition, it has already been on display during the RHS Wednesday evening
meeting in March. A painting of Ramsbottom (c1810), which appears in Hume
Elliot’s book The Country and Church of the Cheeryble Brothers, belongs to Bury
Art Gallery. However the RHS has agreed to pay for its renovation so that it can
be hung in Ramsbottom Library. We are looking forward to the publication of the
1916 edition of Ramsbottom’s Lost Generation later this year, as the sale of the first
edition, 1914-5, has been a success. The Ramsbottom War News 1944 with its
human stories will be available for the ELR 1940s Weekend and fascinating snippets
on a variety of subjects will be appearing in The Espresso News, a free weekly
newssheet which can be picked up at many popular locations in Ramsbottom. It is
also available online at www.espressonews.co.uk. The Society’s own magazine is
as interesting and as important to us as ever.
Several extra members are now
helping with the bookstall, gallery, conservation group, archive and the art and
objects stores. We are enormously grateful to them and to the many others of you
who have, for so long given your time and expertise to the RHS. We would not be
such a vibrant and successful society without you. The guided summer walks and
outings will be full of interest so do come along. I hope you all have a good

summer, ready for the exciting programme we have next autumn.
Very best wishes Kate
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RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 2014
There were 90 competition entries from 13 entrants, including 6 people who entered
after an appeal on Facebook, The competition, which has now been running for 28
years, only accepts photographs which were taken in Ramsbottom and surrounding
area during 2014, and this year, the judge was Barry Aldous. All of the photographs
are available for viewing on the Ramsbottom Heritage Society website in the Photo
Database section, which has 2600 photographs since the competition started in 1987,
and also 1600 photographs scanned in from Bury Archive, and 300 donated to the
society. Recurring themes this year were the Ramsbottom Cottage Hospital and the
erection of the new pinnacle at St Andrew’s church. There are 4 categories, with a
winner and up to 2 Highly Commended certificates.
The winner of the Dickensian Trophy was Shaun Ogden with his view of Holcombe
Hill. His photograph also won the Town and Country category

Winners of each category were
Town and Country
Winner

Shaun Ogden Up above the clouds! Holcombe Hill
Gary Taylor - Brick Houses in Summerseat

Buildings
Winner

Ian Chapman - St Andrew’s Church Tower with new
pinnacle in place

Themes
Winner

Ian Chapman (5 photographs of St Andrew’s pinnacle)

Highly Commended

Ian Summers

- 4 photos of Edenfield Garden Trail

4

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 48 Spring 2015

Events and Daily Life
Winner

Gary Taylor -

A misty day on Bridge Street

Highly Commended

Ian Summers - Senior Citizens Concert
John Tomlinson - Playtime in Nuttall Park

Dickensian Trophy and Town and Country Winner

Shaun Ogden
Events and Daily Life
Winner
Buildings and Themes Winner

Ian Chapman
Gary Taylor
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RECENT WEBSITE ACTIVITY
We are grateful to one of our members, Mrs Margaret Carr who has been viewing
some of our thousands of archive photographs via the website and has been able to
help us with identification. Among the photos she found was a wedding picture of
her parents, Stanley Webster and Edith Heys, taken on 31st March 1926. They were
married at Patmos Methodist Church, Ramsbottom. They had two shops on Bridge
Street, Ramsbottom: number 28 sold baby linen (now Ramsbottom Sweet Shop) and
number 36 which was then a gents outfitters (now Pizza Nova, described on their
website as a sandwich and takeaway shop). As a boy her father, Stanley Webster,
lived at 284, Bolton Road North, Stubbins where his parents, Brown and Mary
(known as Dolly) ran a sweet shop. On a Wednesday, Stanley used to play cricket
for “the tradesmen” and his brother Novello was also part of the cricket community.
Mrs Carr also mentions reading with interest (in issues 46 and 47 of our magazine
about World War I. She and her daughter have been researching family history,
including her father’s World War I service record. (Stanley Webster’s birth, April
1897, was registered in Bury while his family were living at 172, Stubbins Lane.)
In 1914, he volunteered for army service at the age of seventeen but saying he was
eighteen. At the time he was living at the sweet shop with his parents. There are
three medals, one being the Mons Star, but the family cannot access them at the
moment. Unfortunately, even after much searching they cannot find out anything
more about Stanley Webster’s army career and they have been told that 60% of the
records were destroyed in bombing raids. Mrs Carr says, “Of course there will be
no one left who might have joined up at the same time as my father.” However,
she suggests that his name may have appeared in the Ramsbottom Observer among
lists of 1914 army volunteers. She would be really grateful for the help of a local
person as she now lives in Staffordshire. If you think you could help her, possibly
having already searched issues of the newspaper (which are on microfilm at
Ramsbottom Library), or with any other relevant information, you can contact the
Society via the website www.ramsbottomheritage.org.uk or by telephone on 01706
281998.

Brenda Decent
We are sorry to report the sad news that Mrs Brenda Decent, one of the founder
members of the Society, died on 11th January 2015 after a long illness.
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THE CHURCH FIELDS INQUIRY - A RESPONSE
As we reported in News Magazine 47, the Society’s town/village green application
for St Andrew’s Church Fields was unsuccessful. After owners Peel Holdings
objected, part of the following article by Mr Walsh, establishing his longstanding
commitment to Ramsbottom and with his memories of Church Fields, was received
by the Society. It was among the abundant evidence the Society presented when
the matter went to a public enquiry.
The author has added/included his response to Peel Holdings’ claim/Inspector
Alan Evans’ report which, in refusing the application, suggested that the requirement to identify a qualifying neighbourhood for the proposed village green had not
been satisfied.
I was born at Bury in 1949 and lived there until 1969. As a teenager I spent a great
deal of time in Ramsbottom which was regarded as a very tight knit, if slightly
outdated, community. During the 1960s the town still had its Teddy Boys when
“Psychedelia and Flower Power” reigned elsewhere! Within my understanding and
experience there has always been a core population, as distinct from the town as a
whole and this seems broadly congruent with the proposed Town Centre Qualifying
Neighbourhood. I now live in Paradise Street in the former Model Lodging House.
Apart from its historical significance, this building was itself constructed as a
community resource in the 1880s. Ramsbottom had suffered periods of major
depression from the nineteenth century onwards and this created a culture of
necessity that meant people generally shopped locally and spread a limited income
among their own business and amenity resources. Residents were regarded as
somewhat tough and self-reliant by neighbouring townships, self-focused but also
welcoming to incomers who joined with them. I became a permanent resident in
1974, first of all living in Stubbins at 151, Bolton Road North (beyond the Railway
Bridge). Due to Local Government Re-organisation that year, Stubbins Village was
now in Lancashire - not a popular decision locally as Stubbins regarded itself as a
part of Ramsbottom. Beyond this and historically, Ramsbottom residents overall
had tended to regard their town as a separate entity from both Bury and Lancashire!
Much of this attitude still persists up to and including the present day and was
reflected in the village green application. By 1976 I had moved to 36, Kay Brow
adjacent to Church Fields. One reason for this was to be more within the core
community of the town and also closer to the public houses (which amounted to the
same thing really). I was a very frequent user of the nearby open space, along with
everyone else. One of my friends moved into a cottage near St Andrew’s Church
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in 1975 and is still there so I’ve regularly used the path in St Andrew’s Fields over
the years but I was never entirely confined to it until recently after the field was
fenced. During my time on Kay Brow, I lived at the front of a block of modern
housing. There was a very big Jubilee Street party in the Close behind my house
during 1977 and I have the photos. It was not actually on St Andrew’s Fields but
many games took place there - a lot of excited children were present and needed to
run off their energy. In 1978 I was occupying a much larger property at 41, Bury
New Road. Finally I moved to The Model in Paradise Street in 1989. With the
exception of the first one, all my homes in Ramsbottom have been close to St
Andrew’s Church and within the proposed qualifying town centre neighbourhood.
This means it has always been a short walk to the Lodge and the fields around St
Andrew’s. I stayed nearby because I wished to remain within the area that I regarded
as the primary population centre of the town. It was my opinion, from the earliest
days, that other Ramsbottom districts e.g. Shuttleworth or Summerseat were not
quite the same thing, although it was sometimes difficult to define why!
Geographically the “cross” formed by Bridge Street running north through the traffic
lights and the roads running east-west created a focus, lacking in say a more linear
settlement, that had a western bias towards Nuttall Lane and beyond.
During 1979 my widowed mother moved into 4, Old Ground Street, also very
close to Kay Brow and St Andrew’s. Until she became infirm herself, she was very
much involved with elderly neighbours and others around, acting as an unofficial
“home help” or carer often in conjunction with Local Authority staff. She was a
user of Kay Brow Duck Pond and St Andrew’s Fields in the sense that she would
regularly take grandchildren there! It was safer for them to run about on the fields
themselves and it was always common practice for the field to be used in this way.
During snowy winters the entire district would converge on the St Andrew’s slope
for tobogganing. My sons all participated in this eagerly and I still have the remains
of one sledge. I recall this activity first of all from 1976, during the eighties and
particularly alongside the very heavy snows circa 1993 when conditions were so
poor that the ELR Steam Trains were brought into use mid-week as road travel was
very difficult. Waiting at Ramsbottom Station in the evening, in the snow and seeing
people arrive on the emergency transport felt very much like a community
experience that was particularly appropriate to this town. My brother also lived in
Ramsbottom for three years in the late eighties. His sons would use Nuttall Park
and Church fields for ball games. There was never any restriction on this at St
Andrew’s. At one point my brother and I would gather waste wood from the lower

8

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 48 Spring 2015

part of Church Fields for his wood burner and my open fire. There was never any
thought that this area was not open to common usage. I had a dog for a number of
years and enjoyed free access to exercise him on the fields. Although she was a
pupil at St Paul’s, my young daughter joined an after school Brownies group based
at St Andrew’s School and they accessed the fields regularly for their activities.
David J A Walsh

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
On Sunday 25th January 2015
the Bishop of Bolton, the Rev
Chris Edmondson, rededicated
St Andrew’s Church. The
special service marked the
return of church members to the
building after a devastating
lightning strike on 23rd July
2013. We congratulate the
Church on what has been
achieved. Having seized the
opportunity to improve the
building’s facilities, extra cash
has been raised for the larger
kitchen, the meeting room and
improved toilet facilities. A handwritten letter, which is kept in a frame in St
Andrew’s Church, was transcribed (as it was originally written) in 2015 by Brenda
Richards. We include her transcription below.
NB The Lodge of Commerce was formed in Manchester in 1796 and moved to
Haslingden in 1830. Starkie Lodge, a “daughter” Lodge of Commerce Lodge, was
formed in Ramsbottom in 1876, meeting first at the Railway Hotel, and then moving
into the Grant Lodge in 1882. It later met in an upstairs room of the Civic Hall
before moving to Bury.
Laying of the Corner stone of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 1832
Masonic proceedings minuted by the Worshipful Master of Commerce Lodge.

St Andrew’s Church 9

July 31
Haslingden 1832
Gentlemen and Brethren
I have to apologise for not transmitting you an earlier account of the Proceedings
of the Masonic Procession at Ramsbottom Lancs. by assuring you that a presence
of Business of another nature has prevented me.
The Brethren from the neighbouring Lodges in number about 120 assembled in
Masonic clothing on the day appointed at the Grants Arms Inn Ramsbottom. After
the Lodge was opened in proper form and the Brethren arranged, the Procession
commenced about 12 o’clock and proceeded though M/rs Grants extensive Print
Works to Nuttall Hall the Residence of John Grant Esq.. There the Brethren was
joined by Wm Grant Esq. and his Brothers. Mr. McLane the Minister of the intended
Church and several other gentlemen. On reaching the site of the New Church the
Clergymen above named offered up a prayer suitable for the occasion after which
the corner stone was laid in Masonic Form by Mr. Wm Grant Esqr. the generous
founder of the structure assisted by Bro. Lynch of M/cr and other Provincial Officers.
Two Bottels containing the current coins of the Realm and two or 3 newspapers of
Recent date were then deposited in a cavity of the Stone over which was placed a
Brass Plate inscribed with the name of its Founder his parentage country, (Scotland)
&C and the day of the month and year in which the Stone was laid.
Mr Wm Grant then addressed the Brethren and the assembled multitude in a very
telling and impressive manner stating that it had been his intention for some time
to build a House to the Lord for the many favours and blessings that he and his
family had received at his hands and he declared this to be the happiest day of his
life and thanked God for thus enabling him to raise a structure which he hoped
would be a benefit not only to the present but to generations to come.
Bro. Lynch also delivered a suitable address and after the Sunday School Children
had sung a Hymn God save the King as sung by Bro. Thos. Wilding and
accompanied by the Brethren. The Procession returned to the Inn where the Lodge
was closed in form and with Solemn Prayer. The Brethren and several gentlemen
afterwards sat down to an excellent dinner provided by Messr. Grants and the rest
of the day was spent in Harmony Order and Friendship.
Yours fraternally
(signed) Thomas Lord W.M. of the Lodge of Commerce
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RAMSBOTTOM MARKET PLACE’S GROUP OF
LISTED BUILDINGS
The following article is based in part on English Heritage listing information. More
details from English Heritage and the Ramsbottom Heritage Society about Market
Place’s listed buildings’ architectural features are available at Ramsbottom Library

Market Chambers
Mr Donald Fenton’s
drawing of the old
Ramsbottom
Urban
District Council Offices
(Council Chambers) was
used on the front cover of
RHS News Magazine
number 47. The front of
this issue features the
building from a different
viewpoint with only the
Ramsbottom
Lane
elevation.
As we
mentioned in issue 47,
Council Chambers housed the offices of Ramsbottom Urban District Council until
the formation of the Metropolitan Borough of Bury in 1974. Now Market Chambers,
it was built between 1842 and 1847 and is one of the group of buildings in
Ramsbottom Market Place which are English Heritage Grade II listed. The Civic
Hall, built in 1895 and linked to the rear of Market Chambers), is not part of the
listing, although it is within the Ramsbottom Town Centre Conservation Area along
with the former Grant Arms Bowling Green* behind it and the whole of the
adjoining car park. On 14th September 1911 an agreement with Mrs E A Wild for
the purchase of Council Offices and adjoining buildings was passed at a Council
Meeting1. An application to the Local Government Board to sanction the borrowing
of the required money was accompanied by the RUDC surveyor’s plans for
improvements. In October 1912 Ramsbottom Urban District Council bought the
whole building, then known as 21, Market Place. It cost £1474 9s 1d to which was
added £630 for renovation. The money was borrowed from Blackpool Corporation
at rate of 3¾% after a ministry inquiry had been held under the Public Health Act2.

Ramsbottom Market Place’s group of listed buildings 11

The Burial Board had already been granted the use of a room in Council Chambers
for meetings at a cost of £1pa. There is a vault with a three inch steel door on the
ground floor inside the northern section of the building and cellars under the
southern section. Outside, the arched wooden doors facing Ramsbottom Lane lead
into a small, enclosed yard with outbuildings. The outbuildings have as roofs three
enormous stone flagstones which have been measured recently for the Society by
one of our members. One of the slabs measures nearly 10ft by just over 7ft and is
5 inches thick and the other two each measure 7ft x 8ft x 4 inches. Apparently, the
size of these flagstones is not unusual in the Rossendale Valley. Years ago a
confident report appeared claiming that Colne possessed Lancashire’s largest
flagstone. When a number of people undertook their own fieldwork they found that
its dimensions were trifling when compared with other giant monoliths in the valley.
The largest flagstone was discovered, not on the ground, but forming the roof of an
old summer house at Horncliffe, a former woollen manufacturer’s mansion beside
the Rawtenstall to Edenfield Road. It measured 11ft by 10ft and, like two of the
Market Chambers examples, is 4 inches thick. Part was hidden by the walls built
round the top to make an observation platform. The stone was thought to have come
from Horncliffe Quarry soon after the mansion was built in the middle of the
nineteenth century. It is said to have cracked many years ago and then been bound
with iron staples3. The three Market Chambers outbuilding slabs are intact. A
smaller but still impressive flagstone has been spotted in the pavement at the corner
outside Market Chambers. In 1924 Richard W Wood, accountant, was listed at
Central Chambers, Market Place and by 1955-6 accountants Yates & Senior were
at Central Chambers. (Editor - Please contact the Society if you can have any further
information about Market Chambers or its yard.)
Later, in 1970, Ramsbottom Urban District Council had earmarked £12,050
among items of capital expenditure on projects for the Council Office alterations.
Part of the money was to be spent on a newly constructed Council Chamber and
committee rooms on the upper floor of numbers 2 – 4, Bolton Street, which at that
time was the Council Office annexe. The Collectors’ and Housing Departments
were already in the annexe. At the meeting of the council in July 1970 Councillor
Alan Godwin, Chairman of the Council, declared the new chamber and committee
rooms at the corner of Bolton Street and Carr Street officially open. He told
councillors and Ramsbottom residents who attended the meeting that the building
was once two local pubs. They later became one pub (The Commercial) and a
dentist’s surgery. They had been bought by the Council in about 19654.
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The telephone kiosk
In 1987, the type K6 kiosk was also Grade II listed because this type of kiosk was
designed in 1935 by the architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. It was made in cast iron
by various contractors. Several people have told us their concerns about the poor
condition of our Market Place call box and, hopefully, we have been able to report
the problems to the right BT department. In the past the company has been very
conscientious about maintaining the kiosk once they have received the information,
which has to include the number of the phone shown inside it (01706 823219).
(Incidentally, the large square clock fixed to the wall of Market Chambers above
the kiosk was donated to the town by Miss Spears who, in the 1920s, was the
Secretary at John Wood’s Engineers, Garden Street.)

7 and 9, Market Place
Forming the west side of Market Place this three storey terrace was built between
1842 and 1847. No 7
Market Place was a
boarding school in the
1850s and 60s, later
becoming the Waterworks
Office in the early 20th
century. It is now a
chemist. Number 9 was
a
shop,
selling
earthenware in the 1850s
and 60s, later becoming
the
office
of
the
Ramsbottom Observer.
Until recently it was a
newsagents and is now Mrs P’s Luxury Ice Cream Shop.

2 Market Place (with 59 Bridge Street) and 4 to 8, Market Place
For a period including 1850 to 1871, the terrace included a grocer’s shop owned by
Eliza and Samuel Wilson who were close acquaintances of the Rev Hume Elliott
and were referred to frequently in his book The Country and Church of the
Cheeryble Brothers. Much later, Number 2 was Lancashire County Council’s
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library before the
service was relocated
in 1951 to the old
Heritage Centre on
Carr Street.

Numbers 10, 12, 14 and 16, Market Place
comprise what is an 1829 terrace originally known as Ballantyne Terrace. The
individual properties were
originally dwellings with the
exception of No 14 which was
Ramsbottom’s first Post Office.
The cellars were once cellar
dwellings and were accessed
from inside the property above
and from Killer Street to the
rear. Owing to the slope of the
land these rear entrances are at
ground level. Ballantyne Place
was built by John Killer, after
whom Killer Street was named.

The Grant Arms, 11, Market Place
The historical significance of the building is in its relation to industrialists who
developed Ramsbottom into a town. The original rear section which has a cellar
with a vaulted brick ceiling, is dated c1780. It was then known as Top o’ th’ Brow
and occupied by Henry Warren, a partner of Peel and Yates. It was later occupied
by William and Grace Grant and re-named Grant Lodge. The next generation of
the Grant family added the central and front sections in 1828 and changed its use
from a home to the hotel, naming it The Grant Arms Hotel. The two storey central
section has a cellar beneath with vaulted stone ceiling. The front section is three
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storey with no cellar. Owing the fall of land the ground floor of this part of the
building is on the same level as the cellar of the central section behind it.
There is a large function room across the front section at first floor level with a
“gallery” where the original mechanism for the clock, which is situated on the
external face of the building, can be found in a cupboard.
An armorial window has three leaded stained glass windows inset in a timber
partition: the left hand window has the arms of Starkie of Huntroyed (the same
arms are displayed outside The Starkie Arms, Padiham. They are thought to have
been retained from the previous house by the Grants as no connection to that family
was found5, but may refer to Starkie Masonic Lodge, which was based in
Ramsbottom). The right hand window has the arms of former Ramsbottom Urban
District Council and the central window is described as follows:
‘Arms of Grant of that ILK. Gu.(Red) Three antique or eastern crowns Or (Gold
coloured). Crest- a burning hill ppr (ie proper). Motto - Stand fast’. Described in
The General Armoury Burke’s Peerage Ltd as:- ‘The hill of the crest in Craigellachie
(opposite Rothiemurcus), and the fire was lighted to call the whole clan together in
Strathspey, the seat of the Grants of Morayshire. When drawn up in battle the motto
of the chief was ‘Stand Fast’, and the inferior chieftains re-echoed it to their troops,
as ‘Stand firm’, ‘Stand sure’etc6.

Adderstone Mansions
This former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was built in 1874 in a classical design by
John Garnett. In 1972 it was renamed Christ Church when the local Baptists merged
with the Methodist chapel. In 1999 the building was divided into flats and re-named
Adderstone Mansion. The building is of value as peripheral item in the group of
listed buildings in centre of Ramsbottom.
References:
1 RUDC Minutes 14.9.1911
2 Rossendale Free Press – July 1970
3 Chris Aspin Surprising Lancashire (Helmshore Local History Society 1988)
4 Rossendale Free Press – July 1970
5 Undated observations by Lancashire Heraldry Group (Ramsbottom Library ref
57.2
Grant family)
6 Lancashire Heraldry Group 57.2
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GLIMPSES INTO THE MEMOIRS OF
JAMES THOMAS ROTHWELL
James Thomas Rothwell, known to all as Jim who lived at Merlewood, Edenfield,
started writing his story when he was nearly ninety years old. He was persuaded
by his son-in-law, Tom Pound. The original title of the book, “A Long Week”,
comes from the fact that when he was born in Scotland on 31st August 1918, he was
a very sickly child. There was very little hope that he would survive for more than
a week. He died aged 92 on 26th December 2010.
His daughter, Mrs Jean Pound prepared her father’s memoirs for printing, using
his exact words, only adding a few photographs and explanations or notes of
clarification. She says, “… Dad had a remarkable memory. It is a shame that his
health let him down before he completed his memoirs. Nevertheless what he did
write is a fascinating record of Dad’s life and times and I hope you will enjoy
reading his story.” As editors of this magazine we are sure our readers will get
pleasure from the following account even though we have had to omit much of the
wonderful detail. We thank Mrs Pound for allowing us to publish our account which
often relies heavily on Mr Rothwell’s wording and also includes extracts from the
book.
James Thomas’s father, James Dugdale Rothwell (d 1942), who had been a CSM
in the Royal Engineers, had been gassed and wounded in France and afterwards
was employed as a shift chemist at the Nobel Explosive complex at Dornoch near
Eastriggs, Dumfrieshire (1916 – 1919). He had married young James’s mother Sarah
Ellen Wright in 1916. Eventually, having worked for the Bradford Dyers
Association in Prestwich, James Dugdale was moved to the BDA’s Hope Street
branch, Ramsbottom in about 1923. He was the company cashier and office
manager.
It was in Ramsbottom that young James first started school at Hazlehurst County
Primary School. Although he only attended Hazlehurst for a few months he
remembers that the Headmaster was Mr Burton and the class teacher was Mrs
Johnson. His next school was Miss Pape’s Private School, Whalley Road,
Shuttleworth. He remained at Miss Pape’s until 1928 when, having passed the
entrance examination, he started in the Lower Third Form at Bury Grammar School.
He left BGS in 1934 to start working as a junior laboratory assistant at Transparent
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Paper Ltd, Bridge Hall Mills, Bridge Hall Lane, Bury. He stayed with the company
working in various roles in the laboratories until he was enlisted into the forces.
During 1934 –35 he had attended evening classes at the Municipal Technical
College, Bury to gain certificates in chemistry.

The Army Years 1939 – 1946
Prior to the Second World War James had joined the Royal Artillery voluntarily.
In mid June 1939, came his first call “to the colours” and after a medical examination
at Bolton he awaited instructions. These directed him to go to the Water Board
Office, Market Place, Ramsbottom at 12 noon on 31st August 1939 (his 21st birthday)
to join the army. Along with hundreds of other men he later reported to Victoria
Station, Manchester where he met up with William (Billy) Hall who was later to be
the husband of Mona Hall. She became well known in Ramsbottom as the Registrar.
On the train to Oswestry Billy Hall took out his violin and entertained the men with
his music and a bit of a sing song. On 30th December he received his posting to a
service unit, 330 Field Battery, 83rd Field Regiment RA at Haverfordwest.
From March 1940 he served far and wide in Northern Ireland as part of a mobile
column of Field Artillery which was for a short while positioned to guard Belfast
Docks in case of an invasion attempt. By the time the regiment moved back to Stone,
Staffordshire in April 1942 he had reached the rank of Sergeant and eventually
became full Substantiated Sergeant. From Stone he took a twelve week intensive
course at the School of Artillery, Larkhill on Salisbury Plain. While he was there
a very heavy air raid was being mounted by the RAF using Lancaster Bombers.
One of the planes came down quite near to Larkhill and burst into flames. The camp
fire brigade had just arrived at the scene when the plane exploded, killing the NCO
fire chief. After Stone 330 Battery moved to Herne Bay, Kent and he recalls battle
training courses at Sennybridge, South Wales to practise live firing and anti tank
firing using solid shot and also at Dane Park, Tonbridge. It was at Tonbridge that
he became contaminated with mustard gas which caused a huge blister on his thigh.
After a few days he was granted leave and visited Transparent Paper where the
Personnel Officer put a new dressing about 10 inches square on his leg which then
started to heal.
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I went on my honeymoon with this whacking great dressing on my leg,
as it was on this leave that I married Annie Burton (Nan to all her
family and friends). We had known each other since we were about
seven having met at the Baptist Sunday School, Ramsbottom.
Originally we were just friends but as we grew older we both joined the
Sunday School table tennis and badminton teams. We also took part in
plays and concerts that were held in the Sunday School buildings. As
they say we ‘took a shine to each other’ and love blossomed. We were
married on 12th December 1942 at Ramsbottom Baptist Church. The
ceremony was conducted by Reverend Maddocks. My brother Trevor
was best man and Nan’s two sisters, Edith and Mable were bridesmaids.
Nan was fifty minutes late and as I was waiting in the church my
grandmother, who sat behind me to the right, was telling me, “She’s
gone off with another chap.” Nan’s grandmother, who sat behind me to
my left, replied, “She would not do that to you.” After all the waiting
and banter, I had sat so long and got so warm that when Nan came
through the door into the chapel I was stuck to the varnish on the seat
and could not stand up! Trevor and James Butterworth, my groomsman, had to ease my pants out of the varnish and eventually everything
went off OK.
It transpired that the wedding car chauffeur had, against advice,
tried to turn round in a field entrance and had got stuck in the mud.
Nothing could budge the car. In desperation the driver went to the
nearest phone and asked his depot to send another car. He was told that
none was available but if he ran up to the main road (about 500 yards)
he could stop a funeral car that was returning to the depot. He
managed to do this and changed the white ribbons from his car on to the
funeral car. Nan was not too happy about this but no other car was
available.
After the ceremony we went to Collinge’s Dining Room in Stubbins
for the wedding breakfast. From there we were to go to have our
photographs taken in Haslingden. I phoned Mr Constantine, the
photographer, and said, “So sorry we are late but the truck got stuck in
some mud.” Cry from the head of the table, “I’m not riding in a truck,”
– first clanger of my married life.
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When the photographs had been taken and the meal finished, we
went back to Nan’s home (5, Park Avenue, Ramsbottom) to get
changed. From there we went to Knowsley Street station in Bury to
catch a train to Blackpool for a three day honeymoon. Nan and I went
back home again to number 5 for two days and then I had to return to
my unit.
By this time the unit had moved to Icklesham near the south Kent coast. After live
anti tank training at Lydd there were spells of duty, probably at Bognor Regis, and
at Herne Bay and Sutton Valence near Maidstone. It was in late May 1944 that Nan
and Clara (Stan Crabtree’s wife) visited Sutton Valence.
On 5th June orders came through for all wives to return home
immediately, by the first train out of Maidstone on 6th June at the very
latest. So off Nan and Clara went amidst all the rush and kerfuffle of
the invasion of Europe. They had a hectic journey home as they were
mixed up in all the troop movements that were taking place on that
fateful day. They arrived home safely after a very long and tiring
journey, having had to wait here and there so that troop trains could
have priority.
On the night of 6th June we saw the first ‘flying bomb’ or ‘doodlebug’
as they were called. One was flying over the Battery area and was being
hit by ‘ack ack shrapnel’ but continued to fly with flames coming from
the propulsion unit trailing behind. A remark was made, “Well that
plane’s on fire – he won’t last long now.” Little did we know that it was
a pilotless rocket propelled missile. The following day more came over
but the RAF fighters were tackling them, sometimes successfully but
sometimes getting too near and being blown out of the sky by the ton of
high explosive. The RAF very quickly learned to fire from a different
angle and to break off very quickly.
On 22nd June James’s unit left Sutton Valence in a convoy for London. Having
spent two nights sleeping in bunks erected on the terraces in the grandstands at West
Ham football ground they proceeded to London Docks. On the afternoon of 24th
June they set sail across the Channel in a Liberty Ship. The incredible sight of all
the sunken ships and the Mulberry Harbour met them where they landed. James
believed it was at Gold Beach.
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The division fought its way through Normandy and took part in a decisive battle
for the north of France at Villers-Bocage. A series of actions then led them to the
Battle of the Falaise Gap which was conducted by the British, Canadians and
Americans, inflicting terrible losses on the Germans.
330 Battery followed the retreating German Army through Belgium, Holland and
Germany, taking part in battle after battle. They helped the retiring troops at Arnhem
(September 1944) and on a bitterly cold Christmas Eve 1944 they were in the
Ardennes with the Americans assisting in the Battle of the Bulge. Later the division
advanced into Germany, taking the towns of Kleve, Xanten and Goch. It was from
Goch that the ammunition bombadier was sent out for more ammunition for the
guns. He had not returned when a fleet of Military Police drove through on motor
cycles and jeeps followed by three Daimler saloon cars. In the first car was Sir
Winston Churchill with Field Marshal Montgomery with other VIPs in the other
cars. Behind the last car was a dusty three ton vehicle with the ammunition
bombadier – wearing a silk top hat. He had not been allowed to overtake the VIP
cavalcade - hence the delay in supplies!
One day, returning to the battery at Goch after a trip to collect replacement parts
James passed a small concentration camp which was being attended to by the British
Army Medical staff:
This was a really appalling sight. The inmates, now free to roam
around, were just like skeletons. The smell was absolutely horrible – we
could smell it for miles before and after passing.
In 1945, the fighting over, 330 Battery advanced into Hamburg and remained in
Germany forming part of the army of occupation.

Back in Blighty
James was demobbed in April 1946, returning to his first married home at 179,
Manchester Road, Shuttleworth. He bought a single bus ticket from Bury to
Shuttleworth costing 4d and kept it safely for the rest of his long life. Daughter
Jean was born in1947 followed by Carol in 1949.
At the age of three months Jean caught whooping cough and was very
poorly. The doctor was sent for and prescribed some medication. He
came back a couple of days later and saw some improvement. He said
that people who live in Ramsbottom had told him that the best cure for
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whooping cough was to take the child to the top of Holcombe Hill for
about three quarters of an hour – to get some fresher, purer air. So the
following Saturday afternoon we pushed the pram between us from
Shuttleworth to the bottom of the Hill. Nan stayed at the bottom with
the pram and I carried Jean to the top…. Old wives tales or not, from
that day on Jean made a very quick recovery.
James had returned to work at Transparent Paper Ltd after he left the Army and
spent the rest of his working life there until he retired in 1982. In early 1951 he
was offered a management position which meant moving to Bury into one of the
company’s houses. In 1974, James and Nan moved to Edenfield. At the mill he
was involved with the company’s sports club and a keen member of the motor club.
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The Grant Arms Bowling Green
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The photographs on the previous page are of the bowling green and bowlers
before 2009, and have been kindly donated by the Grant Arms Bowling Club

This historic bowling green appears in the Tithe Award Schedule which acts as a
key to the 1842 Tottington Lower End township tithe map. (At over 25 inches to
the mile, this is the first large scale map and shows every habitation and close, or
field, of a very different Ramsbottom, then a small industrial village in open
farmland. The modern centre, with the Grant Arms Inn is recognisable on the map,
across from “Outbuildings, yards, Roads, Piggaries (sic) & garden” where Market
Chambers and the Civic Hall stand today.) The bowling green is also shown, clearly
labelled, on the 1891 25 inch Ordnance Survey and more recent maps. It was also
included in the Ramsbottom Town Centre Conservation Area when the area was
first designated in 1977 as required by the 1971 Town and Country Planning Act.
Bowls was last played there in 2009 before the Grant Arms Bowling Club were
forced to leave the immaculately tended site.
The most famous story in lawn bowls is probably with Sir Francis Drake and his
response to the approach of the Spanish Armada, “We still have time to finish the
game and beat the Spaniards too.” Whether this event took place has been heavily
debated. However, records from 1299AD show that the oldest bowls green still
played on is in Southampton and kings Henry VIII and James I were lawn bowlers.
Apparently, it is believed that the patenting of the first lawn mower in 1830, in
Britain, was the catalyst for the preparation of modern-style bowling greens and
other sports grounds. Incidentally, the greens in the south of England are flat greens
where the game involves bowling in lanes. The Grants is a crown green with a
different game in which bowling takes place all over the green.
On 20th January 2015, the third application by the same developer to build twenty
four flats for the elderly on the former Grant Arms Bowling Green was refused by
Bury Council’s Planning Committee. Two earlier applications had been withdrawn.
(The proposed building would have been three storeys high and twice as long as
the Civic Hall.)
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LOCAL RESEARCH
The Heritage Society cannot offer a research service. The following could be approached:
Bury Archives, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 0DG email contact: archives@bury.gov.uk
or tel: 0161 253 6782
Opening Hours Please note that the Archives are closed each day between 1pm and
2pm and that the latest time to produce records is 4.30pm (weekdays):

Tuesday
10am - 5pm
Thursday
10am - 5pm
2nd Saturday of the month•••10am - 4.30pm

Wednesday
Friday

10am - 5pm
10am - 5pm

Visitors are free to use finding aids, online archives resources or to speak to a
member of staff but are advised to make an appointment if they wish to consult
archive documents.
Collections held include records relating to local authorities, public bodies,
schools, churches, businesses, trade unions, political parties, sports clubs,
social organisations, family papers, deeds, maps and plans and indexes to
local parish registers including Ramsbottom. Our catalogues are online at
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http;//archives.bury.gov.uk as ‘Bury Archives Catalogue’. The Archive photograph collection can be browsed on the Bury Image Bank website at
www.buryimagebank.org.uk. We run an enquiry service, offering 15 minutes
staff time free. The Ramsbottom Heritage Society’s Collection, including
photographs, is on permanent loan to Bury Archives.
Bury Local & Family History Service, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 0DR:
information@bury.gov.uk or tel 0161 253 5871
has publications on local history, historical printed works of local interest such as
trade directories, older OS maps for the whole of Bury MBC (including Ramsbottom), microfilmed copies of local newspapers, thematic collections of news cuttings
worth pursuing for local biographies, census returns and parish registers (microfilm). Indexes for local church registers, including Ramsbottom are also held. A
direct link to Bury Libraries catalogue (which lists local history items held in all the
borough’s libraries) is at http://library.bury.gov.uk - follow ‘Bury Libraries Catalogue (Local Studies)’. Free access to the Ancestry and Find my Past databases is
available in all Bury Council’s libraries. Please phone for details of other family
history advice services.
Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society; membership secretary
Stephen Benson, 32, Slater Lane, Leyland, PR25 1TN,
email: membership@lfhhs.org.uk.
Membership entitles you to 4 magazine issues, an opportunity to publish your
research queries and findings, and meetings each month with speakers at venues all
over the county, including Bury and Rawtenstall. Also one branch in London. More
information is available on www.lfhhs.org.uk.
Ramsbottom Library and Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street BL0 9AE
tel 0161 253 5352 (IT - tel 0161 253 5354) email: Ramsbottom.lib@bury.gov.uk
The library boasts an IT suite, with a visually impaired and disabled friendly
workstation, back copies of the Ramsbottom Observer 1890-1950 on film and a
microfiche reader. Much of the Ramsbottom local collection of the late Rev R R
Carmyllie, local census returns and several filing drawers of local news cuttings and
booklets and Hume Elliot’s history are also available. Family history help sessions
are held on the 3rd Monday of the month 1pm to 5pm and advice is available at other
times by appointment.

Ramsbottom Heritage Society’s

SUMMER WALKS PROGRAMME 2015
Guided walks – June to September
Led by volunteers with a particular interest in and knowledge of Ramsbottom and
district.
2 – 3 hours in duration over distances between 3 to 5 miles. Taken at a leisurely pace,
the walks are suitable for reasonably fit adults and children. Dogs on a lead are
welcome.
We hope everyone will enjoy an afternoon out and benefit from the exercise and
friendly company. Stout footwear and waterproof clothing is recommended. Please
note that paths may be uneven.

