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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The new year had hardly begun when proposed plans for the re-development of
Ramsbottom Library were unveiled, revealing an outline of the Society's new Heritage
Centre home. Accommodation to be shared with Adult Education is planned to provide
for display and storage of photographs, documents, and artefacts, with access to
computing equipment for research and presentation purposes. Completion of the
project is planned for November 2009. A group of members is currently reviewing the
Society's collections once housed in the now closed former Heritage Centre, and stored
since our having vacated it in 2005, and plans will begin soon to develop displays and
arrangements for public access. Whilst members are looking forward to a new
beginning, they have been busily engaged in ensuring Society activities have
continued. Recently, members were instrumental in arranging the return to
Ramsbottom Pool of plaques commemorating its inauguration, which had been
consigned to the scrapheap during a later refurbishment. Involvement with the town's
Business Group continues, monitoring of inappropriate developments is being
maintained, the programme of Summer Sunday Rambles is in place, and that of the
monthly meetings and visits is being finalised. An invitation has been received from
Ramsbottom Churches Together to take part in a Summer Fun Day to be held in Nuttall
Park in June, mirroring perhaps the Extravaganza of last year, but, hopefully, with
better weather, and we shall soon be considering how we might best take part in
Heritage Open Week-end in autumn. In the meantime, the AGM is not far off, when
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we can review the past year, determine what went well, or otherwise, and how we
might most effectively focus our endeavours in the year ahead.
Tony Murphy
OBITUARY -- Ron DECENT
In February we learned of the death of Ron DECENT, a member from the early days
of the Society, who left Ramsbottom in 2006 to live with his wife Brenda in residential
care. Ron was born in London on 6th July 1928, living in early childhood in Purley,
Surrey, with parents and brothers. A wartime bomb in 1940 destroyed not only the
family London-based business, but also the family unity, he and his younger brother
being sent to boarding school, firstly in Sussex, later Northampton. As a young man,
Ron trained as an architect, and later as an actor at RADA, alongside a young Harold
Pinter, touring in Rep theatre for a number of years prior to National Service. He later
enlisted, serving with Military Intelligence in Malaya and Hong Kong, continuing his
acting career, famously appearing in the Orson Wells film Ferry to Hong Kong, and
developing a love of the Far East. In 1959 he left the army, crossed the Pacific to
Vancouver, beginning a career in publishing, continuing to act in amateur theatre,
eventually making his way to Toronto, where he met and married young English
librarian Brenda Edwards. During this time in Canada, Ron and Brenda's children,
Sarah, Emma, and Tom, were born. Returning to England in 1972 with his family, to
live initially in Hitchin, when his health first began to deteriorate, moving to
Ramsbottom in 1988, to be near to Brenda's family, Ron continued his careers, in
publishing until retirement, and amateur theatre, appearing in several Summerseat
Players productions, becoming also a member of the Heritage Society. During this
period also, he and Brenda travelled extensively. Continuing deterioration in health
persuaded them to seek residential care, latterly in Burnley, where Ron died on 17th
February 2009. Tony Murphy
BOOK REVIEW -"The Fastest Man -- Steeple Jack's Adventures in Lancashire", by
Chris Aspin Inspired by the writer having discovered the subject, James Duncan
WRIGHT, once lived at Grant's Tower, this little book provides an explanation to
anyone who may have wondered how the word steeplejack came to enter the English
language, or indeed how one so named came to earn it in the first place. WRIGHT,
born 1829, son of a weaver, hailed from Dundee and began working life as a seaman.
A young lad's liking for tree climbing honed his ability to scale heights, and, on his
way to join a ship at Dunbar in 1845, a chance opportunity to scale a church steeple
and replace a dangerous weather vane, earning him not only financial reward, but also
the title "Steeple Jack", and a new and rewarding career, is recounted. The means of
ascent of structures of great height are described in word and picture. Wright was not
the innovator of the means, but the first to exploit them successfully for the purpose of
repairing structures, the aplomb with which his exploits were conducted, and the style
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and rapidity of his descent, earning him his title and reputation. His connection with
Ramsbottom and Grant's Tower, which began in the early 1850's , when,
hospitalised following an accident, he received a request from the owner of
Ramsbottom Mill to repair the chimney, subsequent success, and meeting with the
Grant brothers of "Cheeryble Brothers" fame, is detailed. Wright travelled the
length and breadth of the land, both repairing structures and demonstrating and
exhibiting his skills, and his exploits are well documented. He fathered several
children whilst living in Ramsbottom, eventually moving to Bury, later in life
returning to Scotland where he died in 1902, largely forgotten. Three of his sons
became steeplejacks, two dying tragically young, a third living for many years in
Bolton before dying in Edenfield in 1901. There may be descendants yet to be
found. In relating the story of a larger than life character, the book is peppered with
the names of individuals, events, and institutions, some well known to us, others
less so, or forgotten, and provides fascinating images of times past. A modest yet
worthwhile investment.
Tony Murphy
MEMORIES OF A BRIEF TIME AT SHEPHERDS
On leaving school in 1954 aged 15, Eileen LAMB (née POMFRET) spent only the
first two months of her working life at SHEPHERD'S on Railway Street. Pearl
BARTON, who was about the same age as Eileen also worked there. The business
was then being run by two brothers and it was easy to get a job there -- you just
went along and asked. (One of the brothers' wives had the wool shop on Bolton
Street.) Candlewick bedspreads were fashionable and SHEPHERD'S had set up a
department on the first floor where Eileen and another girl spread out the plain cloth
for the bedspreads on a large table and then, using a template, stencilled on to it the
pattern for the candlewick tufts. It consisted of the usual stripes covering most of
the cloth and a central motif. The lady machinists, who were on piecework, stitched
on the pattern with a five-needle machine. The stitching was then cut to form the
tufting and taken to be fluffed up by being hung in the steam room where the
workers were all men. The bedspreads were then packed ready for dispatch. After
leaving SHEPHERD'S Eileen worked in the office at Joshua HOYLE in
Summerseat.
THE HISTORY OF THE PROPOSED ALDI SUPERMARKET SITE.
I expect by now, you will all know that Aldi have been granted Planning Permission
to build a new supermarket on Railway Street. This land was previously the site of
various mills and I thought it would be interesting to write about the history of these
mills. At the junction of Irwell Street and Railway Street, where Clarks Crafts is
presently situated, there used to be Railway Foundry run by John WOOD. He
moved to Garden Engineering Works in about 1899. After this it became The
Empire Cinema and
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Empire Motors is still there, tucked away at the back. The Aldi site comprises the
rest of the land fronting Railway Street, to the corner of Kay Brow and then along
Square
In 1842 most of this rough triangle of land was known as Great Meadow. Part of
this land was owned by Samuel ASHTON & Brothers and part by Samuel
ASHTON and Thomas ELTON and it was leased to a Richard SCHOFIELD. The
1842 Tithe map records it as just over ten acres of pasture land. Another small piece
of this site, in the corner which joins Kay Brow and Square Street, was marked as
a garden. This was owned by William GRANT & Brothers and was, in fact, John
GRAY'S garden. This plot obviously formed part of the land which the GRANTS
bought from PEEL & YATES, when they built their Square Mill. There is some
evidence to suggest that some of the old PEEL & YATES mill buildings occupied
this small corner of Great Meadow

Of course, the railway line and Railway Street itself weren't yet constructed and
takes a great deal of imagination to envisage this meadow one hundred and seventy
years ago. The railway was built in 1846 and during the next ten years most
Ramsbottom must have looked like a building site as so many mills were built,
during a relatively short period of time. Mills for spinning and weaving cotton were
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primarily, functional buildings designed to accommodate a range of machinery as
efficiently as possible. By the late century, the efficient distribution of machinery was
one of the main concerns of mill architects and mills increasingly followed similar basic
principles of internal layout. Spinning was usually sited in the upper storeys of the mill
with the machines located transversely across the floor. Weaving was usually carried out
in a separate mill — often a single storey shed although integrated mills with both
spinning and weaving were common in the mid-19th century.
By 1861 two mills had been built along Railway Street. The smaller of these was Crow
Mill although at that time it was known as Crow Works. The ground floor of this
building was used for cotton manufacturing by two separate operators: George
RAMSBOTTOM and also Messrs WARBURTON and WOLSTENHOLME. some
local mills were run by the same family for many years but the cotton industry had more
than its fair share of 'ups and downs' and most mills had many tenants come and go
through the years. In 1888 Richard BARNES, who was a cotton spinner and
manufacturer, produced honeycomb towels, twills and sheeting at Crow Works.
Next door to Crow was the appropriately named Meadow Mill, which was run for about
fifty years by John and Edmund ROTHWELL. John ROTHWELL lived at
Brandlesholme Old Hall and Edmund J. ROTHWELL lived in Ramsbottom. In 1887
they had 5,300 spindles and 125 looms at the mill, on which they produced waste twills,
plains and waste wefts.
Crow Works and Meadow Mill were both owned by Gabriel LUND. He was a Master
Machine Maker, born in Burnley about 1816 and married Grace WILKINSON in 1838
in Bury. In 1861 he lived with his wife and family in Bolton Street and on the census of
that year he was listed as a machine maker (master) employing six men and two boys.
In the upper rooms of Crow Works he and his employees made cotton waste breaking
machines - known as 'devils'. Apparently Mr LUND had an enviable reputation all over
Lancashire for the excellence of the machinery turned out at his works. By 1881 Gabriel
had retired as an engineer and he died in 1882 age 65 years. Gabriel & Grace's daughter
Mary Annie LUND, who was born at Ewood Bridge in 1840 married Edmund James
ROTHWELL, one of the partners at Meadow Mill.
By 1900 SHEPHERDS Limited were operating at Crow and from this time onwards it
became known as Crow Mill. SHEPHERDS was founded in 1899 by Joseph
SHEPHERD, who was formerly in partnership with Joshua HITCHON at Springwood
Mill. There they successfully adapted the condenser woollen system to cotton waste
spinning, thereby making Ramsbottom the birthplace of condenser yarn. The
characteristic of this yarn was its greater bulk for equal weight, than any other cotton
yarn, making it very absorbent and giving it some of the features of woollen yarn.
SHEPHERDS Limited spun condenser yarn for use on their own looms to produce
turkish towels in a variety of colours and designs, sheeting, cotton blankets, jaspé,
bedspreads, tablecloths and furnishings, the latter screen printed in their own works.
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Besides being in big demand for the home market, these were also exported all over
the world.
Honeycomb and huckaback towels and towelling made with coarse yarns in plain
and twill weaves were in use before turkish/terry towels were introduced. It was not
until between 1880 and 1890 that manufacturers began to install terry towel looms in
their mills. Jaspé was randomly coloured fabric and twill was a fabric woven, with a
surface of diagonal parallel ridges.
By 1910 J & E ROTHWELL had left Meadow Mill for Field Mill, Kenyon street and
SHEPHERDS were then operating at both Crow and Meadow Mills.
A full page advertisement in the 1951 Handbook for the Ramsbottom Festival read:
Shepherds Limited - spinners of condenser yarns, in cop, hank, cheese and cone.
Manufacturers of white and coloured towels, cotton blankets, sheetings,
polishing cloths, woven and printed tablecloths, printed and embroidered
bedspreads and woven and tufted bath mats. Crow and Meadow Mills,
Ramsbottom. Telephone 3101.
In the late 1950s they merged with John PATTISON & Company, which was a family
firm. SHEPHERDS then began manufacturing tufted candlewick. They employed
about one hundred and fifty people and were then known as John PATTISON & Co
Ltd (incorporating SHEPHERDS Ltd). Unfortunately in about 1970 they ceased
trading and the mills were closed. Most of the mill buildings were pulled down by
TNT when they bought the site although the building which was SHEPHERD'S
offices still presently stands. However the planning permission granted to Aldi in
2008 allows them to demolish this building. (I have been unable to find out what year
TNT demolished the mills on the site but I have come across some of the history of
TNT which is interesting. In 1946, 33 year old Ken THOMAS established K.w.
Transport in Australia with a single truck. In 1958 K.W. Transport changed its name
to Thomas Nationwide Transport and TNT was born. TNT first entered the United
Kingdom in 1978 with the purchase of the northern based carrier Inter-County
Express.)
Orchard Mill was built in the corner of the prospective Aldi site and this was once
John GRAY'S garden. In 1861 this mill was occupied by FARMER & SCHOFIELD
who were cotton spinners and in 1871 BOOTH SCHOFIELD & co, also cotton
spinners. By 1883 J & J STEAD operated their business of cotton spinning here and
had 8,000 spindles. John Kellar Kirk STEAD was the son of Lawrence STEAD and
his cousin James Millership STEAD was the son of Henry STEAD. When the
STEADS left Orchard Mill it changed from being a spinning mill to premises owned
by Charles LOMAX Ltd, builders and contractors. In Kelly's Trade Directory' of
1909 it is listed as Orchard Saw Mills. During the 1920s things changed again and it
became a chemical works run by John William BRACEWELL and later a warehouse
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used by Stubbins Paper Mill Company, also known as Wiggins Teape (Stubbins) Ltd.
Orchard Mill was demolished in the mid 1960s.
Kath HADDOCK - March 2009.
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spring 2009 CONSERVATION GROUP REPORT
As you will be aware, the Conservation Group reviews planning applications for the older
buildings in Ramsbottom. Sometimes we have to consider further applications for the same
building or contact the council because plans, which they passed are not being adhered to.
Summerseat Railway Warehouse
Some time ago we, along with others, successfully objected to plans to turn the
Summerseat Railway Warehouse into housing, partly because it contained an original
working wooden crane. Since this time it has become a Grade 2 listed building and the new
owners have permission to turn it into an Indian restaurant, keeping the platform and crane
as features. More recently the ELR have submitted plans to remove the crane and have it
placed in one of their buildings in Bury. Again we have objected and we are still awaiting
the result of this application.
Irwell Bridge Mill
Last year plans were agreed by the council, which involved keeping much of the original
structure, but with addition of top floors. No progress has been made with this building, for
which the current economic climate is no doubt responsible. We are concerned that the
slates have been removed from the two storey part and the entire roof structure from the
weaving shed. This has left it open to the elements and to deterioration, making it much less
likely that the mill building will eventually survive.
Aldi's Supermarket
The Conservation Group has addressed several issues relating to the building and the site.
Importantly we asked that there should be an archaeological report on the site, since it has
contained two generations of mills, with the earliest mill dating back to the time of the Old
Ground in the late 1700s. The council has agreed to this and also that the new building
should have a more traditional appearance than in the original
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application. Our objection to the illuminated signs, asking that they should be no
larger or brighter than those allowed for Tesco and the Co-op, has not yet been
decided.
Swimming Pool plaques
If you saw Doris HIBBERT's photograph in the Bury Times you will know that the
plaques, which we arranged to be cleaned, have now been reinstated at the swimming
pool. Since three generations of Doris's family were present at the original opening
on 22nd July 1972, we felt she was the right person to represent us.
Conservation Area Management Plan.
You may have seen some of us wandering around the town in pairs, peering into every
nook and cranny and making notes. We have a large Conservation Area, which
includes virtually every stone building in Ramsbottom, although unfortunately
excluding Ramsbottom and Stubbins Lane to the north, and Bolton Road West to the
south, which may be included at some later date. It has therefore been a major
undertaking to report on every street with its positive and negative features. In order
the preserve the traditional appearance of our typical industrial housing we have
recommended that some features might come under tighter regulation than at present.
We are hoping that the roadways in some of the quieter streets in the centre of town
might be re-setted and the nine original gas lamp standards in the Conservation Area
might all have a traditional style of electric lantern. Our report, containing many other
important features worth preserving or reinstating (or which need removing !), has
been passed to Mick NIGHTINGALE the Conservation Officer, so that he can
produce a detailed management plan for the town. If you would like further
information about the report please get in touch.
Kate SLINGSBY
RAMSBOTTOM CIVIC HALL
As this News Magazine is being prepared, a major programme of improvement work is in
progress at the hall as Bury Council carries out essential repairs, maintenance and
refurbishment. The E400k budget is not enough to bring the upper floor back into use but the
venue will be brought up to a high standard with better facilities for users to enjoy.
The editors are very grateful to Bryan FARLOW whose painstaking research informs all the
early detail about the original site, the planning, design and building of the hall and its
change of use from being a Conservative Club in the following account.

It was 1959 when Ramsbottom Urban District Council acquired the hall, which had
been the Conservative Club. At the time negotiations with Lancashire County
Council to lease the first floor as a central location for the Youth Club had been
unsuccessful and instead the town's Masonic Lodge took it over and converted the
first floor for their use. RUDC set up a management committee and the building was
named the Civic Hall. (The sloping land between the Civic Hall and the old carriage
drive to
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Carr Bank House was given to RUDC by private donors, Messrs SMITH and
HAWORTH in 1963.) It was resolved that hall charges be £l per hour for functions
other than dances, lectures or meetings with special rates for eg The Old People's
Welfare Association. The hall steward's wages of 4/9d per hour were inclusive of 8/9d
per week for his duties as the RUDC Chairman's attendant and he received per hour
extra for these. The masons had vacated the Civic Hall's first floor by about 1980,
since which time it has remained vacant, despite certain marketing attempts.
The Conservative Club 1895-1959
There had been a rapid spread of working class Conservative Clubs in all the
Lancashire towns after 1867. By 1887, for example, there were 31 such clubs in
Bolton and this number was not unusual. In 1888 the Conservative Association was
listed at Market Place, Ramsbottom with John K K STEAD and Samuel WILSON as
joint honorary secretaries. (Edenfield's Conservative Club was at 71, Market Street in
1888.) The Ramsbottom Conservatives had decided to build a new club by 1893 and
acquired the original site from Mr J GRANT LAWSON MP. The capital required for
the new club in Market Place was reported in 1894 as being E2000, divided into £l
shares. (Later reports estimate the cost at E3000.) Provisional directors are also listed:
Thomas AITKEN JP, Richard Millen PORRITT, Henry HEYS JP, James
DUCKWORTH, Samuel Hoyle ROTHWELL, Peter HAWORTH, George
NUTTALL, George WHITTAKER and Thomas WARDLE.
A few months before the work was finished:
Our Conservative friends may reasonably take a pride in the building that
is being made ready for their club requirements. The new erection in
Market Square is rapidly assuming the proper proportion and promises to
be, when complete, a thoroughly up-to date and easy club.
Judging from present appearances, the new club will be a substantial,
plain-looking, stone building, commodious, convenient and central. The
site did not lend itself to any imposing architectural display, and no doubt
Mr SCHOLES, the architect, would have to encounter the difficulty of
dealing with rather poor frontage had he striven after architectural effect.
The members of the club hope to be in their new premises sometime in the
coming autumn, and preparations are now being made for a bazaar to
defray the cost of the building. (Ramsbottom Observer 10.5.1895)
The building, which is faced with Fletcher Bank stone, was designed by E H
SCHOLES of Bury and the principal builder was Charles LOMAS of Summerseat.
Others involved included sub-contractor J DEARDEN and woodworker R
SCHOFIELD (both of Ramsbottom), plumber Mr HAMER of Tottington, slaters
Messrs J H PICKUP & Co of Bury and Ramsbottom and Messrs John KAY & Sons
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of Bury who did the plastering and decorating. Messrs MERCER of Blackburn
were responsible for the ventilation and heating.
The Conservatives of Ramsbottom are making great preparations for their grand
bazaar, which will be held a fortnight from now, on a scale of splendour almost new
to this district. The effort is being made on behalf of the building fund of the new
club which now adorns the Market Square Lord STANLEY MP, son of the Earl of
DERBY, will open the bazaar, and on the following days Mr KEMP MP, Colonel
MELLOR MP and Mr KENYON MP will perform the opening ceremonies.
(Ramsbottom Observer 20.9.1895)
Unfortunately, Lord STANLEY was unable to attend the opening of the bazaar but
the club had been completed by the end of 1895. At the Annual General Meeting of
1897 it was stated that it had three hundred members, an increase of over one
hundred during the year. In those days elections were occasions of mass enthusiasm
and lively popular participation with crowded meetings. Most of the victories on
either side were narrow ones and political clubs were used to reinforce the influence
of local politicians and gain votes. The clubs of the different parties (Conservatives
and Liberals only at that time) were in fierce competition with one another. The
Conservatives tended to have a readier toleration of drink and amusements than the
Liberals, who, with their minority of militant temperance members, often had a
more didactic tone. (The Temperance Liberal Club, Buchanan Street, Ramsbottom,
had been opened around 1883/4.)
The present Civic Hall's main hall was the Conservative Club's Assembly Room,
which was used for various purposes. On November IO 1896, for example, there
was a meeting of 120 members of the Ramsbottom Traders' Association. The other
hall, which is upstairs, was the billiard room and it could also be used for smaller
meetings. In 1929 plans for alterations were submitted to RUDC (and passed) and
they show that another of the first floor rooms may have been used for the game of
billiards, which was very popular. Teams from local clubs played each other at
different venues in competitions such as the Annual Billiard Christmas Handicap at
Ramsbottom Conservative Club. In 1896 this competition had 110 entrants
competing for thirty prizes. A raised platform like that at Ramsbottom was
provided at some billiard rooms to enable spectators to get a good view of the
games. Among the many other events held at the club in the 1920s was a Grand
Garden Party on the Conservative Bowling Green in aid of Ramsbottom Cottage
Hospital with entertainment by the Alabama Minstrels and a 4-day bazaar which
realised £1,108 and was eventually made up to £2,000.
Florence SCHOLES (née FULLARD) tells us that before 1930 people had
collected their dole money at the Labour Exchange in the Council Offices, but
about 1933 it was moved into the Conservative Club. She remembered walking
from Summerseat to join the crowds which formed long queues outside the
building and the 12/6d that
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women and girls received weekly. Ramsbottom was one of the sufferers of the
nineteen thirties with its mills on short time. Men of Bury and surrounding districts
who had drawn all the dole that they were entitled to (26 weeks) were sent up to the
workhouse to do task work. They received no actual payment for this work, only their
dinners. In between times they had to go looking for work or "tramping".
During the 1950s events such as the Chairman's Ball (RUDC) and the Police Ball
were held at the venue. The usual weekly public dances during 1955 at the
"Conservative Club Ballroom, Ramsbottom" were arranged by Harry HOLDEN with
Brian Thompson and his Skyliners. On February 5th there was "Select Ballroom
Dancing" from 7.30pm -- 11.30pm, admission three shillings, "Bop dancing only
allowed during the interval and special dances". The following week a "Crazy
Carnival Ball" featured the return of "Fanny Fannackerpan and her Old Maids'
Orchestra" with hats, balloons, streamers and novelties. On February "for the first
time in this area . . . American Style Non-stop Dancing" was introduced and at the
end of the month "Modern Dancing — including Bop!" was the theme, and Eric
DELANEY tickets were being given away free. Soon there was a jive contest with
prizes for the best boy and girl and the best two girls.) Each week here was transport
to Bury at 11.30pm. Harry HOLDEN was responsible for booking bands for other
venues, including the Coop Hall, Radcliffe. Apparently, one of his small bands at the
Conservative Ballroom, Ramsbottom, in the fifties was called Harry Gold and his
Pieces of Eight. At that time most larger towns had a choice of dance venues, some
operating through the week: the Palais de Danse (Bury), the Astoria Palais de Danse
(Bolton), the Astoria Ballroom (Rawtenstall) and the Empress Ballroom (Burnley).
Apparently there was also a strong demand for dancing classes for adults with adverts
for tuition from Monday to Thursday at the Casino School of Dancing (over
BURTON's, Bury) and classes at the Lupino School of Dancing (Atheneum Hall,
Bury).
Examples of Other Users, Past and Present
The Ramsbottom and Tottington Blind Persons' Welfare Committee (1961-1994)
booked the "Civic Hall Refreshment Room", Ramsbottom, for monthly social
afternoons, with transport and afternoon tea provided, starting in October 1962 until
1970. The Christmas parties continued to be held there for some time after that and
in 1973 turkey, ham, apple sauce and stuffing, cakes and mince pies were on the
menu, with a concert by The Showtimers Ramsbottom Old People's Luncheon Club
celebrated their 29 Anniversary at their Christmas Party in 2004. There was
entertainment by pupils from Woodhey High School. The club met weekly and it
actually ran from 1959, but with a break of about three or four years until it was
restarted. Meals were cooked in the Civic Hall kitchen using fresh food which was
bought from local outlets where possible. A "Big Hall Rehearsal" was held in 1965
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Members of the revived Ramsbottom and District Silver Band, who are making
a re-entry into competitive playing after a break of four years are holding a
rehearsal session at Ramsbottom Civic Hall tomorrow. Next weekend the band
is to take part in a contest at Haslingden, so officials decided to book the Civic
Hall to give the less experienced members the opportunity of getting used to the
acoustics of a big hall. (Bury Times Nov. 1965)
Around this time TURNBULL & STOCKDALE donated the new curtains for the hall.
In 1974, with Local Government reorganisation, the Civic Hall became the property of
Bury Metropolitan Borough Council. In 1979 members of the Council's Policy and
Resources Committee were told that work was badly needed to improve the hall.
Councillor John FINNERTY suggested that the hall should become a community
centre and Councillor Evelyn WAITE stated that she had long wanted the hall to be
designated as such and would support the move. The committee agreed to a £34,000
facelift scheme for the venue but this was later cancelled and about E500 was allocated
for maintenance to be shared with Whitefield Community Centre.
At present four local clubs/organisations use the hall for their monthly meetings and
there is a monthly cinema for the public. The regular sport and fitness classes (aerobics,
karate, line dancing, table tennis — twice a week or weekly) and the weekly tea dance
cater for different age groups. Local charities and individuals hold fund raising events
at Ramsbottom Civic Hall and it is used for functions such as annual dinners by several
organisations. Recent public events at the venue include annual Wartime Weekend
dances for the public organised by the East Lancashire Railway. Among other largescale public events there have also been Heritage Days with talks and displays and a
variety of activities during Ramsbottom Millennium Festival Week, including a Made
in Ramsbottom Exhibition.
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ITEMS FROM THE RHS ARCHIVE 1
As our chairman was sorting items from the RHS collection he discovered a rather
curious photograph. By an amazing coincidence a neighbour, Mr C R ECCLES was
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able to enlighten us. Having qualified at the Royal College of Art, London as a textile
designer, I took over the running of the studio at Turnbull and Stockdale Ltd in 1954.
Apart from designing for machine printing, block and screen printing and weaving,
there were other projects and schemes executed during the firm's time. One of these
projects took place annually during what Mr W and Mr J TURNBULL called the
"crazy season" and an example is shown in the photograph. It depicts one of a series
of nursery rhyme designs to be used in gymkhanas and other horse riding
competitions taking place all over the country. Some of the designs were successful
in winning first prize.

Another responsibility of the head of the studio was to escort visitors on tours of the
works. This entailed explaining the function of each department and the machinery
involved. After one such occasion a letter dated 18th October 1956 was sent to me
from Mr Sydney SMITH, Sales Manager, on behalf of the company. The letterhead
describes the company as "Cretonne and Textile Printers" and the letter includes the
following sentences:
Mr CAIN has asked me to write to thank you on behalf of the Directors for
your help in conducting our visitors from the Institute of Supplies Office on
the occasion of their visit to the Works yesterday. Everyone seemed heartily
delighted with their reception at Rosebank and particularly so with the
intelligent and instructive way in which they were shown through the Works.
May I please add my own personal appreciation for your co-operation.
C R ECCLES ARCA Des RCA 2009
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ITEMS FROM THE RHS ARCHIVE 2
George Frederick MARKLAND, the photographer responsible for this photograph
was my great grandfather on my father's side of the family. (The portrait's subjects
have not yet been identified.) George MARKLAND lived in Nuttall Village with
his wife Alison and, from what I have been told, his family which totalled eleven
children. Some of these children must have died in infancy as I cannot find
evidence of that number. My grandmother Charlotte was the eldest child and she
was born in 1878. She lived with my parents and myself until I was sixteen years
old and I had a very close relationship with her until her death at ninety four years
of age. When other children were having fairy stories read to them, I was being
entertained by true stories of Nuttall Village.
George appears to have been a very
versatile individual. He was a
weaver and also, in the evenings, a
magician. As my grandmother grew
up she became his assistant. I know
very little about his photography
business. At times life was very hard
for the family: once they survived on
bread and treacle for two weeks.
Charlotte, my grandmother, was a
pupil at the New Jerusalem School
but often had to miss school to help
with the younger children and her
mother Alison's
confinements.
Despite everything Charlotte had a
very happy childhood and many
wonderful memories of life in
Nuttall Village, or "Nutter" as she
used to call it. She spoke lovingly of
Jacob's Ladder and Gollinrod and I
loved her stories in which they
seemed to be like magical places.
We used to visit Nuttall but sadly it
was desecrated by the Ocean
Chemical Works. Charlotte would be so happy to see the valley now, to see how the
trees are back in full foliage and all so pretty again.
During the 1800s my grandmother's great aunt and a number of other relatives from
Nuttall had emigrated to America. I regularly correspond with their descendants in
America whose roots are in Nuttall Village.
Norma MILLS

A brie fhistory of Metcalfe Bros (Ramsbottom) Ltd (1837—1991) 17
A BRIEF HISTORY OF METCALFE BROS. (RAMSBOTTOM) LTD.
(1937-1991)
(From April 2009 Morrisons took over Ramsbottom 's Cooperative Superstore. We
are very grateful to Mr J BARRETT who has, by coincidence, recently given the
Society this article. It concerns previous occupants of the Coop site, METCALFE's,
and mentions other businesses that had previously operated from their premises
which were eventually demolished and replaced by the Coop supermarket. — Editor)
The company's Prince Street premises had been occupied as Prince's Foundry by
Joseph STRANG, Ironfounders from the 1880s. Much later, a completion statement
dated November 1941 has the heading "William STRANG & Others to METCALFE
Bros (Ramsbottom) Limited" and lists the rents of C R METCALFE, Joseph
WINTERBURN, and G B FENTON & co Ltd, the wholesale greengrocers.
CUTHBERTSON Tripe Purveyors had also had a base there. The central room was
forty two feet square and the position of the jib crane, which had been used by
STRANG's to move their iron mouldings, could still be discerned in the middle of
the roof structure. The western part of the Irwell Street location had been used by
SHARPLES engineers while the eastern part was at one time a cotton mill.
COTTRILL's, the pork butchers who had a shop in Bridge Street and a bacon factory
in Prince Street, was owned by Mr Christopher (Chris) Robert METCALFE. I gather
that he came from Burnley and took over COTTRILL's on January 1 st 1912. He had
two sons, Harold and Norman and by about 1937 Norman was in charge of
COTTERILL's while Harold looked after METCALFE's. Harold, whom 1 never
met, would seem to have been an astute businessman, for the company prospered.
During the Second World War he gained a government contract for the supply of
ammunition boxes and this enabled him to build the sawmill in Irwell Street. (Irwell
Street Metal Company later rented this property from METCALFE's, thus becoming
ISM.) Unfortunately, Harold developed cancer and died in the 1940s. His father, who
lived at Riversdale, Bury New Road outlived him, dying aged 89 years in 1963.
Norman took over the running of the company and after the war diversified its
wooden products. In the 1950s the board of directors consisted of Norman
METCALFE (Managing Director), Dick HUGHES who was in charge of the
sawmill and Bert CROSSLEY who was also the saw doctor. The managers were
Oscar SLACK (General Manager) and Harold and Nellie COTTLE (who came from
Manchester) were in charge of the packing case department and the box works
respectively. Bert SCHOFIELD was the foreman machinist (ex Higgins furniture),
Fred GASKELL looked after the firewood department, Jack CLARKE was the
mechanic and Bob GARDNER was the joiner. Ben LEGGE was at that time a
labourer but had previously looked after METCALFE Brothers' horse and cart.
When I first started work there, METCALFE's sawmill in Irwell Street had one ofthe
largest horizontal bandmills in the country. It had been brought from one of the
southern dockyards, such as Portsmouth. The mill also had a purpose-built kiln (used
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for the drying of timber), two circular feed benches and a band resaw. (The sawmill
was finally demolished in 1995 by Ponden Mills Ltd.) The packing case department,
a box works making boxes for beer and mineral water bottles etc and a department
making wooden trays for the bakery and confectionery industries were in Prince
Street. In King Street was a firewood department and above this there was eventually
a works canteen. (This building was later used by Screenway Design.) At their peak,
METCALFE's employed some seventy people.
Over the years the demand for the sawmilling, packing cases, firewood and wooden
boxes diminished and their respective departments closed down. However, the
wooden tray business boomed so an extension had to be built over Cooper Street. Bill
HACKING, who had been the salesman, was appointed Sales Director and with
improved production methods employed it was very profitable. Bill eventually
became Chairman and Managing Director, Norman METCALFE retired with his wife
Lucy (née HUTCHINSON) to Anglesey and I became Production Director.
Later on, when the demand for wooden trays subsided due to the advent of plastic, lots
of other products were tried and tested but without much success, apart from one. This
was a decorators' pasting table, basically consisting of two wooden trays hinged
together and fitted with legs. Production was streamlined and these were made in
volume. To gain more sales of this product, we took over a company called
Decorbrite, which was basically our selling company, and we also started another
company called Decorbrite International to look after our exports. Unfortunately, the
mark-up on the product was very small so the "through-put" had to be very large (a
thousand each and every day!) Due to various factors (lack of sales mostly) this could
not be sustained with the inevitable result.
For eighteen months a company called Ableaim took over the premises to make the
paste tables, but they too went into liquidation. W J CLOW, a Glaswegian company,
bought most of the machines. Ponden Mill took over the premises, renaming it Peel
Mill and retailing textile goods from there.
(After Ponden Mill closed the premises were demolished and the Coop was built
Editor.)
J BARRETT 1996
SUMMERSEAT RAILWAY WAREHOUSE UPDATE
In the Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine Number 30 (Spring 2006) we
included a brief report on this railway goods shed on Rowlands Road, Summerseat. It
had then been the subject of three planning applications rejected by Bury Council
(who owned the building at the time) for its conversion into apartments. Permission
has now been granted for it to be converted into a restaurant and further permission
is being sought for the removal of the jib crane.
In compiling this account the editor has used extracts from the report on the
Archaeological Building Survey. This was the work of the University of Manchester
Archaeological Unit's Ivan HRADIL and Dr Michael NEVELL and we are very
grateful to them.

Summerseat Railway Warehouse — update 19
At the end of 2007 the Summerseat Railway Warehouse was added to the list of
buildings of special architectural or historical interest. The two inspectors from
English Heritage who had carried out a full inspection of the building and reported in
August 2007, gave the following principal reasons for the Grade Il listing:
• It is a survival from the expansionist second phase of railway development, dating
to 1847.
• It is associated with the local cotton industry which it and the railway adjoining it
were built to serve.
• It survives virtually intact and unaltered from its original structure, dimensions
and floor plan.
• It demonstrates the original now of traffic transferring cotton goods from road to
rail transport.
• It contains its original raised platform and a rare working hand-cranked jib crane
dating to the mid-nineteenth century.
The inspectors also stated that the level of survival in the small goods shed mark it out
as being of special interest. One of the sources which they used to inform their
decision was a March 2006 report from the University of Manchester Archaeological
Unit who had completed an archaeological building survey on the warehouse.
Little seems to be actually known about the origin of the railway goods shed. The
UMAU suggests that it was most probably built in 1860 over the earlier 1846 goods
platform, which they thought was then out in the open. Although they acknowledge
that on the 1848 OS map, along with Summerseat Station which opened on 29 June
1846, there is a small rectangular structure shown on the warehouse's present site, also
mentioned is that the Summerseat Station buildings were rebuilt by the resident
railway engineer, Mr John PELLING in 1860. His architectural trademark for station
buildings '*as semi-circular window heads and the use of quoins, as at Summerseat
where the passenger station building had quoins in a grander moulded stone style than
the warehouse. The little mystery that remains is why the part of the UMAU report
which discusses the date of build does not mention the cast iron lintel of the shed's
north entrance with the inscription MUSGRAVE, Son & HEATON, Bolton 1847.
However the English Heritage report says that UMAU did not have sight of the cast
iron lintel. The 1847 date is close to the opening of the line in 1846, and the inspectors
state that 1847 appears to be the date of build, even though the present shed does not
appear on the 1850-1 OS map. (It actually appears for the first time on a much later
1893 OS map.) There were modifications to the station in 1890, such as the raising of
the platform level following a directive from the Board of Trade. This may have
coincided with minor alterations to the railway warehouse. By this period structural
problems were occurring caused by the pressure of the embankment upon its eastern
elevation.
It is agreed that the shed (and the railway line itself) were designed to serve local
cotton mills of which there were several, the nearest being Twist Mill. (From 1786
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until they withdrew their operations from Ramsbottom in 1812, Twist Mill's owners
were successful calico printers PEEL & YATES of Bury and Ramsbottom who also
owned Robin Road Mill and three other Summerseat spinning mills which provided
some of the yarn for thousands of domestic weavers.) The mills stood on the opposite
side of the River Irwell from the railway line and would have originally used horse
drawn wagons to transport goods along the road between the mill and the railway
platform. Railway wagons may have been owned or leased by millowners. Twist
Mill seems to have been in decline by the late nineteenth to early twentieth century
and by 1939 it does not appear on the OS map. The Summerseat station goods
warehouse had an unusual arrangement compared with others in our region. Within
the little warehouse there is not enough turning room for either a single or a pair of
horses to turn their wagon round. Horses do not like walking backwards so it would
have been very difficult to reverse horse and wagon into the warehouse down the
lane, along the curved cobbled track. The UMAU suggests a time-consuming
operation whereby horses would be unhitched from the wagon on the roadway
outside. The wagon could then have been manhandled, going with the gradient of the
track, into the building. The horses would then be re-hitched. The goods transfer
from rail to road would have been much simpler if the goods warehouse had been
built to the western side of the railway track, then the road goods side would have
been along Rowlands Road. It may be that this was not possible because of a coal
yard owned by Benjamin F ASHWORTH which already existed on that site.
The English Heritage and the UMAU's reports contain some detailed descriptions of
the building's features. They both emphasise the importance of the hoist system
inside which is a "rare survival" and very rare in this region.
A post in the centre of the interior of the building, near the northern end of the
platform which occupies the south east quadrant of the floor, forms the upright
member of a pivoting hand-cranked jib crane. The post and arm of the crane
are of squared timber with an angled brace, and are operated by a manual cog
and ratchet winding mechanism with a cable drum leading to a cable wheel
and pulley system, all in working order and dating to 1847, or possibly 1860.
(English Heritage)
(In their report the UMAU also tell us that in 2000 only twelve railway warehouses
survived in Greater Manchester and that one of these is the Grade II listed, 1848 East
Lancashire Railway Castlecroft Warehouse, which for many years served Bury with
all the general supplies brought in by the ELR and helped the town prosper for a
hundred years. It is now the home of Bury Transport Museum which has been closed
Since 2003 because of the dangerous condition of its root The museum is within a
conservation area and a E2.5m Castlecroft project will secure the conservation of the
existing heritage assets. Work has recently started on the restoration of the 1848
railway goods warehouse for the East Lancashire Railway Bury Transport Museum.)

