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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

As our summer? activities recede into the distance and Autumn arrives, a time for
both. reflection. and preparation. In early summer we learned of the success
of the bid for funding to enable the renewal of the Society's Heritage Centre - a
renewal not in quite the way we had anticipated, but, resulting from constraints on
refurbishment brought about by the age of the original building, by the provision
of accommodation within a re-developed Library building, realising a plan
envisioned in 2003. We look forward to a new beginning. Our programme of
indoor and outdoor meetings, Summer Rambles, and other outdoor activities is
becoming increasingly successful, the latter despite occasional challenges from the
weather. The commemoration in July of the 80th anniversary of the donation of
Nuttall Park to the people of Ramsbottom, and re-enactment of the original
ceremony, together styled the Nuttall Extravaganza, was very successful, and
thanks are due to Linda de RUĲTER, Brenda RICHARDS, Janet SMITH and
friends who were prominent in arranging the programme. This year, for the first
time, and thanks principally to arrangements made by Linda, Janet and friends, the
Society took part in Heritage Open weekend nationwide events in September.
The weekend was preceded by an Open Day, held with help and support from
staff, at Ramsbottom Library, at which Society activities and events in the town
were featured, by display, talk, and film. Our Mayor, Cllr. Peter ASHWORTH,
honoured us by his presence, and the day was again a great success. The week-end
proper offered walking opportunities, the Water Power Walk, as depicted in the
centre-fold of the Spring 2008 issue of the News Magazine, and a guided tour
of Holcombe village and its principal features - the weather being
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Surprisingly kind, both were very well attended. The success of the weekend will
hopefully lead to regular participation in Heritage Open Weekend events.
Looking forward, planning our Christmas Social Evening, and the programme
of meetings and events for 2009-10, has now begun. Christmas will soon be
upon us. Good wishes to everyone for a happy time, and a prosperous New Year
OBITUARIES
William Bennion 1933 - 2008
Bill BENNION sadly died on 12th June, after a long illness courageously borne.
Bill was born, on 26th May 1933, at King Street, Ramsbottom, and schooled at St
Joseph's, Ramsbottom and Thornleigh College, Bolton. Leaving Thornleigh at age
l7, he joined the Library service at Bury Library, as a Junior Library Assistant,
leaving in 1954 to join Burnley Library. Following a period of study and
subsequent graduation, Bill returned to Bury Library as Senior Library
Assistant, being appointed Director of Libraries and Arts in 1974 and retiring in
1989. During his time at Bury he established the Archive, which subsequently
gave invaluable support to the Heritage Society, and was for a number of years
the only holder in the greater Manchester area of the joint roles of Chief
Librarian and Archivist. He had a lifelong interest in railways, was passionate
about local history, lecturing extensively on such matters, being a founder
member of Bury Local History Society [becoming successively Chairman
and President], a member also of Ramsbottom and Tottington Probus Club,
Ramsbottom Heritage Society and Ramsbottom Recorded Music Society. He
was passionate also about St Joseph's Parish, in 1962 producing a history of
it, being active in church affairs, as a Reader and Altar Server, and in
school affairs, successively as a Governor, and Chair of Governors. Bill's
funeral service took place at St Joseph's on 19th June 2008.
Tony Murphy
William Hanson 1928 - 2008
I feel very privileged to pay tribute to one of our most worthy citizens - William
HANSON.
Billy was born in Ramsbottom and educated at Peel Brow Junior School and Bury
Grammar School, he also spent all his working life in the town - a
draughtsman at John Woods, then Turnbull and Stockdale's engineer and finally
estate manager for Porritts.
His father, James Henry HANSON, was bandmaster with Stubbins Vale
Band and also choirmaster at St Paul's Church. When Bill was sixteen years old
he took on the mantle of organist there, succeeding Thomas
WOLSTENHOLME whose father (also Thomas) was the Church's second
organist; J HEYS being the first. St Paul's has had only four organists in. 158
years! Bill faithfully kept us singing there for 64 of those years - a worthwhile
and much appreciated achievement. He played for many
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pantomimes at St Paul's school, nurtured musical talents in many of his
own pupils and was always willing to help at various churches in the town and
further afield. Bury Football Club featured among his interests and his loyalty
to them was legendary.
A true son of Ramsbottom, he will be missed by many people. We remember
him with affection and gratitude. A life well lived - a job well done.
Doris HIBBERT
NOVEMBER 1936 THE FLOOD
"Floods in the Ramsbottom area" [News magazine 3 3, Autumn 2007]
prompted.Mrs Irene Macaulay to send us a copy of the eye-witness account
written for her in 1981 by her aunt, Mrs Florence SCHOLES [nee
FULLARD]. Florence FULLARD 's name may be familiar to some of you
for her books”By whose hand "; "The turbulent thirties " & "'Open and see "
which can be read at Ramsbottom Library.
November - a month that certainly lived up to its reputation this particular year.
Cold, dark, grey days with the mist and fog hanging over everything and
everybody. And of course the rain. It certainly came down with a vengeance.
From our village of Summerseat we had to travel to Ramsbottom. to earn. our
living. "We" being myself, Father and my younger sister Edith. That meant
we had to rise early in order to catch the bus at the end of the lane, taking us to
Market Place, Ramsbottom. From then on, a walk down Bridge Street, over the
railway crossing and down Kenyon Street. The times of working were 7am to
5.50pm, one hour for dinner 12noon, to 1 pm.
The day in question started like any other day, but the previous night had been
very wet indeed. It rained steadily until, the early hours. During the morning it
started to rain again but by then, we were all within the four walls of the mill.
The looms were making the queer noise they always made - clickerty clack,
clickerty clack -- and each weaver bent over the machines filling the shuttles and
making sure the wheels kept on turning. It was the job of my sister and me to
keep these weavers well supplied with weft and my father's job to keep the
looms clean and well-oiled and greased so that they could run freely.
In those days the big engine that kept the wheels turning and the premises
warm was fed by steam and very often there was a fault of some kind or
another, which caused the wheels to stop. The big broad straps that pulled
these wheels round used to frighten me .- they seemed so big and powerful.
On this day (of all days) the engine did stop but not due to any fault of the fire
beater or his huge engine. Something far more serious and deadly had brought
the stoppage about.
The street that our factory (along with others) stood in was very low lying,
more so at the far end. On the opposite side stood rows of cottages with one or
two shops. At the
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back of the mills ran the River Irwell which, sad to recall, was very badly polluted.
From its tiny source near Bacup, on its long journey to the sea, it was
spoiled. The huge factories and workshops that stood along its banks did, and
still do, their fair share of spoiling the river. Water was once the means of power to
run these mills. It seems that the continuous rain of this bad month had caused the
river to rise swiftly. It had broken through the stone walls near to the bottom of
the street. Once through there was nothing to stop this great onslaught of water.
Down the street it poured and. then, as if by a miracle, it turned swiftly round a
bend in the road and back into the river again, but as regards the space between it was one huge lake.
The water crept higher and higher, till it was halfway up the walls of the cottages.
People were leaning out of their bedroom. swimming about in the ice-cold water.
All the mills on our side of the street were flooded. In ours, the looms were
covered and the precious cloth was floating in the water. At the top end of the
street the ground was higher and it was here that the local townsfolk gathered,
horrified at the sight of this torrent of water. It was over 5 feet in depth at the
end and even the horse refused to pull the cart into the water to rescue us all. I
myself was small in stature and if I had ventured into this water, I would have
been drowned. It was well over my head. One of the warehousemen picked me
up in his strong arms and carried me to safety. My sister and a lot more of the
workers decided to walk through the water. My sister was a lot taller than me but
even so, the water was up to her chin.. Then she had to carry on over the railway
crossing, walk up Bridge Street, wait for the bus, walk down the lane to our
house - she was wringing wet. Next day on returning to work, what a sight met
our eyes! Everywhere was mud! Thick and black. It took the people in the
cottages weeks and weeks to get their homes dry and fit to live in again.
It was a day I shall never forget.
The course of the river has since been altered and taken away from the top of
this street. The heavy rains still cause the river to rise but never to the extent of that
day.
Florence Fullard (Mrs Florence Scholes) April 1981
REMINISCENCES OF MR DENIS FREARSON AND MR S NANCY
FREARSON, OF WORKING AT F D SIMS WIRE WORKS, REGENT
STREET, RAMSBOTTOM
Having researched the history of F D SIMS Ltd of Regent Street, Pamela WOOSEY
produced two articles which appeared in issues 30 and 31 of the magazine. In issue 30
we also published some of Jennie JOHNS' memories about working there at the
Wireworks, as the factory was known. During the course of Pam-s research former
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sales director Tom BOOTHMAN had suggested that Persimmon Homes should
be asked to name two streets on the wireworks, site which they were developing
after the wireworks' founders. The naming of SIMS Close and ENGEL Close
took place and during April 2008 Mrs Nancy FREARSON and Councillor Barry
THECKSTON paid a special visit to the development.
Pam has now transcribed for us the reminiscences of employee, Mr Denis
FREARSON and his wife. Taped by Alan Seymour on 3rd February 2006, the year
of their 70th Wedding Anniversary. [Alan actually did the plastering in the
Engel's house in Westgate Avenue when it was built.]
I used to work at Concordia Electric Wire Company in Long Eaton, near
Nottingham. where Kurt ENGEL was building the machines for them for
enamelling wire. Nancy's mother was friendly with Mr and Mrs ENGEL and
Nancy called him Uncle Kurt. I first met him as the office boy when I got 10/- a
week. He had come over from Germany in 1926 and got a ten-year contract
with Concordia to build the enamelling machines. After his ten years was up
he obtained his British Citizenship and left Concordia, looking for somewhere
else to start a new factory and a Lancashire development agency took him to
start up F D SIMS in 1936. What became the wireworks had been a towel
or slipper factory. I don't think Mr ENGEL wanted to use his name for the
company because he was a German. He had all sorts of problems and people
were funny. During the war they said he was signalling from his home at Manor
House, Holcombe to the planes going over and it was awful. They used to think
when the factory caught fire, we'd set it on fire to attract German bombers
but the ones that knew him thought he was a wonderful man. Dr CLOHESSY, who
lived opposite the top of Kay Brow, was a good friend. Mr ENGEL was
called Kurt Oscar (knock out) - some of the lorry drivers used to say, "'There's
a Parcel here for knock out Engel."
There was also Mr BARNES, who was the millionaire, and another investor
Mr F D SIMS (Fred), who worked in the hosiery industry in Leicestershire. He
was a director and he nominated his grandson, (Stuart) to take over when he was
old enough., but unfortunately Stuart met with an accident whilst he was in the
Air Force. As a result he -was unable to take over until I think it was about 1948.
He had calipers round his legs because otherwise he couldn't walk. (He had to
unscrew his legs so he could sit down.) He was wonderful really and a wonderful
man, a real comedian. He also got on well with the customers. When. he first
started off he lived in Nottingham and he used to travel to Birmingham. His
granddad bought him a sports car and I remember that he used to knock his pipe
out on the floor when he was driving. Occasionally he'd pick me up and take me
to Birmingham with him. In, the end Stuart took over Sims Salesmanship in the
Gloucester and Bristol areas, the West Country and he also used to do Doncaster,
Newcastle and Scotland. Occasionally Stuart used to ask me whether I would
you like to meet various customers and he used to take me round and introduce
me to them. Then we had another good representative in. London. Together
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we took over the London office and he and I built up a wonderful relationship.
Going back to the early days, Nancy and I got married and we came to
Ramsbottom on the 2nd January 1937. I had been transferred from Concordia in
Nottingham to Birmingham when I was 21. 1 worked in the depot there and I
wasn't getting on very well. 1heard that Mr ENGEL was starting up so that's
how I came to move from Birmingham to the Manchester area. We'd no
chance of getting a house as I wasn't earning enough. Mr ENGEL told us,
"You can live with us to start with, and look for somewhere afterwards," and
that's where we started, with them at Manor House in Holcombe - you know the
big house on the bottom of the hill. Nancy used to look after the cat and keep
the house for them. I started work on the 2nd January and I was there for 43
years until I left in 1978 when I was 65.
Other men also came up from Nottingham. George WIMBUSH came before
me and then they had Ces SHARP and Gladys. He was the engineer and he ran the
works, He knew every nut and bolt in that factory and eventually, when it was
working day and night, if there were any problems George had the job of getting
things going again and with his help and mine possibly, we got the place going.
I had started off at SIMS doing anything as there was nothing there, only a
bare factory. I used to clean the windows and for about six months I
often asked Mr ENGEL to find me something to do. He told me that I wouldn't
be asking once we began enamelling the wire - and I didn't. He said, "I'll make
the wire and you sell it. As long as you don't do anything wrong I won't
interfere." Mr ENGEL was responsible for production and he gave me the job of
selling the wire for him because I had a job similar to that in Birmingham.
From there we had two mechanics, a turner and then skilled workers who
built the machines in the factory itself with the help of other local people. Fred
MASON was one and he had the factory in Ramsbottom where they built all
the exhaust pipes and things like that. Mr ENGEL was a wonderful man who got
on very well with the local people. We started to get the local girls in to work the
machines and several youngsters came from a factory which used to be down
near the railway station. I think there were about five girls came from there when
they closed down. At the time factories were closing down in Ramsbottom and
this was a good thing for them when SIMS started.
It took about a couple of years to get things going. I think in the early years
we were paying excess profits tax after the first three years. The first year we
made a loss, the second year we broke even and the third year we made a small
- profit. So divide that by 3 - I think we were paying 18/6d in the pound tax.
Nevertheless SIMS prospered. We used to work 12 day shifts I think. During
the war we were short of people so we had to work 12 hour shifts. SIMS was a
good firm to work for but they didn't pay very good wages because we couldn't
charge big prices for what we made. But the wages were regular and they were
12 hour shifts so people used to clamour for jobs there. At its height the
Company had over 200 people working at Ramsbottom. Copper wire gauges
go from 1 to 49. The wire went through the ovens six or seven
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upstairs and down and round the big machines several times. It used to pass
through, a dye first, pick up so much. enamel, then went through the oven. It went
through five or six times according to the thickness of the enamel - two
millimetres it was roughly. We saw the advent of synthetic enamels coming in
from America and we started producing that. We also used to cover the wire
with paper, wrap it round and round and round and that was enamelled to stove
it all. We sold tons of emanelled wire all over the place to people like English
Electric where it was then used in electric motors. Wire is used for all kinds of
electric motor, televisions, washing machines, motor cars, railway engines,
everything that moves - there's wire in them all.
Women took the job of winding the fine wire. After the wire had been enamelled
it wound on to reels and later on we used to supply it in packs like tubs. We used
to drop the wire in the bottom. For the fine wire, some of which was as fine as
your hair, we used to enamel that horizontally. The wires went through ovens
(that's where the smell came from) all operated by men not ladies. Ladies
wound it on the bobbins. The labourers used to weigh it off and I used to be given
the job of teaching them how to write decent labels. A lot of ladies worked there
when the very fine wire came on to big bobbins and they were enamelled then
they had to be rewound on to small bobbins. Nancy had to do some of this work
during the war at Mrs ENGEL's place, down Kay Brow, Billy Eccles' place.
During the war she had to go there or work away.
I saw the beginning of the television industry. 1 used to go round the big firms in
London touting for business and while I was there (I think it was the end of
1937) I saw the first television at A C COSSOR which you may have heard
of. One of the two ladies who used to be on television every day all that
time ago was Sylvia PETERS. Then the war came unfortunately. Mr ENGEL
wasn't enjoying very good health then and he was in and out of hospital. I
had my medical and that was Al. but he made efforts to keep me at the
works as there was nobody else knew the place as well. Fortunately I was
able to stay behind. As I say, I saw the beginning of the television industry,
there were big firms, like Philips, Cossor, Dynatron, E K Cole and Ferguson
Radio and I was very fortunate being a young man I suppose and mixing with
young people. George CANSDALE worked for Ferguson Radio and his
immediate boss had made a mistake and they were having difficulty getting
enamelled copper wire. I was the one that started delivering to them. We used
to send the wire up to Spennymoor, seven tons a -week in those days, and we
were very fortunate to get business from people like Murphy Radio at Welwyn
Garden. City, where we were the sole supplier. We got business from all over the
place because I always tried to help. People that I supplied carried on buying
from us after the war. The big suppliers of wire weren't so helpful - people like
British Insulated Callender Cables and London Electric Wire Company - we
were the little boys but we made a good reputation and were able to sell the wire
without any problems after the war. In the end we were
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No.5 in thee industry and were probably the envy of the trade.
We used to have people come up from. London. The buyer from Cossor radio was
once due to see me at 9 o'clock in the morning but when I got there to the
office he was already there. He told me that when he came by train to
Ramsbottom, he had looked for somewhere to stay. It was Thursday night when
he arrived at the Grant Arms where was nobody in the bar at all. There was a
roaring fire, and he'd had steak and chips and some soup. He had been given
permission to help himself from the bar. Nobody else came in that night because
in Ramsbottom on Thursday it was cleaning up night. All the ladies were busy
cleaning up so the men had to help them so they couldn't get out to the pub on
Thursday nights.
To transport the wire we used a firm in Tottington called Warburton Brothers, they
used to deliver to Brook Motors in Barnsley and Huddersfield, English Electric at
Bradford, English Electric at Preston, Stafford (English Electric became part
of GEC afterwards, when GEC took them over.) They also used to do
Liverpool, Manchester, Doncaster, Nottingham and London. They used to go to
London twice a week. We used to say we could deliver it quicker from
Ramsbottom than they can from London. In the end we started a depot in London
and if a firm in London rang up before 5 o' clock we could sell from
Ramsbottom, get it down to London overnight and distribute it the following
morning. That was quicker than they could get from people like the London
Electric Wire Company who were situated in Leyton, East London.. That's
amazing to think it was in the days before motorways.
I was made Sales Director but can't just remember the exact date. (It's in the book
The first 25 years of FD Sims now in Ramsbottom Heritage Society archives)
We were taken over by a firm called Winterbottom Industries first of all because
Mr ENGEL wanted to expand and the other directors, BARNES and SIMS
weren't too happy so he looked round and Winterbottom Industries took us over.
After that we had Venesta who took us over and later on than that GEC took
Venesta over. Mr ENGEL appointed a Managing Director after he retired.
They came to live in Westgate Avenue, just round the corner, where he died
in about 1968 at the age of sixty eight approximately. Mrs ENGEL lived until
she was ninety one. (I've beaten her as I'm ninety two now.) They didn't have
a family.
Later on, in 1970 1 think it was, I was offered the job as Managing Director
by GEC and for the next nine years I was there as Managing Director of FD
Sims. I had a very happy life at Sims. Mr Engel was a wonderful boss and all
the work people got on well with him. We had nice parties, we had gold
watches after 25 years and I carried on supplying gold watches to people who'd
done 25 years right up to me retiring. After I retired I don't know a lot about what
happened to the firm - I'd done my job. In 2001 there was an Italian firm - Irce.
They’ve moved over into Blackburn now and built a new factory which Nancy
and I have seen - not far from the hospital but they are still calling it Sims.
Denis Frearson & Nancy Freason 2006

Holcombe Moor Farms 9
HOLCOMBE MOOR FARMS
Jonathan ALl is currently researching the farms of Holcombe Moor with
particular reference to those buildings that have disappeared due to the Range
and dereliction. He is interested in finding old photographs of each farm to be
able to date each one through stylistic analysis. Jonathan would like to scan
any photographs for an archive he is building for possible publication at some
later date.
If you can help Jonathan with photographs or information, please contact him
by email or c/o Elizabeth Duxbury.
STUBBINS LANE MILL
(Built between 1867 and 1871)
Why did Bent Mill bend? This is one of several intriguing mysteries about thee
striking black and white building on Stubbins Lane, Ramsbottom. Others might
include, when was it built, why does it have three names and why did "Schhh,
you know who" have an interest in it?
Stubbins Lane Mill, also known as Bent Mill and Flock Mill, originally used
for cotton spinning and manufacture, has now been a motor recovery and repair
business for nearly a decade. The building gives the immediate impression of
being extremely well maintained and cared for. This is highlighted in the
summer months by 26 hanging flower baskets, which over the last few years,
have led to many awards from the Bury in Bloom scheme.
The building itself has a rather unusual appearance from the road because the
bottom of each the large lower windows is below ground level. An even more
surprising feature can only be seen by standing at the corner of the building on
the way to Reception and looking along the front wall. From here it is obvious
that this wall is concave along it's length, (or curved towards the rear), and the
top of the wall slopes backwards. In fact the whole of the front section of the
building has shifted and leans back at an angle of several degrees. When
and why it started to bend and lean is not known, but its shape has resulted
in its local name of Bent Mill.
The part of the mill that fronts on to the road (section A), was built before 1888
and this is the only part of the building to have become `bent'. Presumably
some fault with foundations or with the ground underneath has caused this thick
walled stone structure to shift. The present owners suggest that it must have
happened before the building was completed because the roof and the floors
inside are horizontal and there is no visible evidence that they were corrected at
a later date.
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Section (B) which was built some 30 to 40 years later, may well have been
be of use, both in extending the building and in preventing further slippage.
The rear parts of the building which are built of more modern materials, were
added considerably later. There are several other interesting features in the mill.
The round brick chimney, which is now capped at the height of the roof
ridges, can be seen as it emerges through the back part of the roof.
Since the machinery was presumably steam powered, the chimney must
have been built with the oldest part of the mill. The floorboards in the front
part of the mill are thought to be original and are unusually narrow, being
only about 3 inches wide. Interestingly hundreds of machine sewing
needles were found between the floorboards on the first floor when Auto
Rescue took over the building and the owners think these may have been
used to sew sacks.
A ladder fastened to the back wall of the mill may be typical of it's day,
since it is identical with one found in Ramsbottom Mill, but it is very different in style to a modern ladder. It consists of a single plank with
stirrup shaped foot-holes cut into it and is fastened by brackets a few inches
from the wall to allow room for the toes.
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Although it no longer exists today, we know that the goit shown on the plan
originally ran parallel to Stubbins Lane between the road and the mill, and that
a bridge provided access to the mill itself and to the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway beyond. This goit, which was built by Samuel and Thomas ASHTON
of Ramsbottom Mill in 1802, was later maintained by the Ramsbottom Goit
Company. However it was completely filled in around the 1960s or 1970s and
the area used as a car park. This was just rough ground until it was concreted in
2002. Interestingly it would appear that fresh water oysters originally grew in the
goit, as their shells can still be seen in the narrow gap between the car park and
the building.
When was the mill built?
The earliest record of Stubbins Lane Mill comes from WORRALL's Trade
Directory of 1871, which shows that there were then three cotton mills on
Stubbins Lane. The other two were Victoria Mill, which stood where the Fire
Station is today and was owned by Henry HEYS and another mill owned by
William CLITHEROE.
Stubbins Lane Mill was at that time used for both cotton spinning and
manufacture by Thomas HILL. We do not know it's exact date of build but it
must have been after 1867 when all the properties of the ASHTONs, the previous
landowners, were auctioned to pay their creditors.
Like most of the other Ashton properties, their land on Stubbins Lane eventually
came into the hands of the wealthy GRANT family. In 1888, some twenty years
after the mill was built, a 999-year lease was granted on Stubbins Lane Mill by
Isabella LAWSON, daughter of William GRANT and heiress of the Grant (later
GRANT LAWSON) Estate. The tenant at that time was Thomas HORROX, a
cotton waste dealer, who paid 4d (less than 2p) copyhold or ground rent and a
rent of £25 for the use of the mill. The deeds, which date from this time, show
that the building then consisted of the front section (A) and the chimney, and was
situated in a plot of land that was 1760 1/2 sq yds in size.
Strict conditions attached to the lease, meant that HORROX was forced to build
dwelling houses or other buildings with suitable outbuildings and conveniences
that would have the yearly letting value of £50. This work was to be completed
within six months, to be done at his own expense, and to be of materials and
standard of workmanship satisfactory to Isabella LAWSON. The extent of this
construction is perhaps surprising, because it was to be worth twice the rent he
was charged for the mill. As well as maintaining the pavement and road
(Stubbins Lane) outside the mill, and half the roadway leading to the railway
behind, he also had to pay a proportion of maintenance for party walls, sewers
and drains.
Thomas HORROX moved on within four years and had become a paper mill
manager in Hayfield, Derbyshire by 21 st May 1892 when he sold the Stubbins
Lane Mill lease for £l00 pounds. The new owner, Edmund HILL from
Shuttleworth, kept the mill for 30 years during which time the building more
than doubled in size. Presumably the
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fact that HILL, the new owner, was a blanket and flock merchant accounts for
it's other colloquial name of Flock Mill.
It would be interesting to know if Edmund HILL was related to Thomas HILL
the first known tenant in 1871 or if the name was just a coincidence. Further
research would, no doubt, give us the answer to this question. Edmund HILL
died in 1922 leaving three sons who agreed between them that the tenancy
should be taken over by the youngest son Oswald and one of the older brothers.
We know from a sworn declaration that Stubbins Lane Mill was bought by
Thomas MANNING & Co Ltd in 1953, some 31 years later. Plans show that
during his ownership, the buildings were extended to their current size and it was
possibly during this time that the goit was eventually filled in. The mill must
have finally ceased being used for the cotton industry, as around 1969 it was
occupied by Natural Food Distributors, who sold whole grain and seeds.
After nearly twenty years with MANNING, the mill was bought by Cadbury
Schweppes and although they owned it for around four years, nothing is really
known about how they used it.
The building then changed its use again when, in 1976, it was bought by AB
HARDMAN Engineering Services Ltd, for £25,000. After another twenty years
this company went into liquidation and in March 1996 John PARROTT, the
managing director of Aspull Engineering, bought the mill. Just one year later it
was sold again, this time to the present owners, Alan and Mel GREEN of Auto
Rescue, who modernised the inside of the building and concreted the car park.
However, except for painting the building black and white and making slight
changes to the windows, the front of the building has remained unchanged for
around 140 years.
The name of the mill
As has been indicated the mill has had several names. It has been known locally
as Bent Mill because of its shape, and Flock Mill because a flock manufacturer
once owned it. However the deeds and in the Trade Directories of 1871 and 1883
show that its correct title, reflecting its location, is Stubbins Lane Mill.
Kate Slingsby, February2007
NUTTALL PARK AND THE PORRITT LEGACY TO RAMSBOTTOM
A review of our new booklet which was compiled in readiness for the Nuttall
Park Extravaganza 8dh Anniversary Celebration.
What an interesting booklet from its up-to-date cover to the extensive
information it reveals!
The opening ceremony in 1928 is described in detail. The important contribution
made by Colonel PORRITT is highlighted by the clearly depicted events on that
day -with speeches, band music, bouquets and refreshments all taking place in
‘Nuttall park's beautiful setting between the hills and towers'.
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The inclusion of a first hand recollection from the day adds to the feeling of
being there.
The history of the Park and Hall itself includes details going back to the century.
In some instances; particularly 'The Farm Fire at Nuttall', clearer dates and
location would be of assistance; one can only assume they are not available.
The 'new' Nuttall Hall, built c1817, must have been an impressive sight set in
gardens and surrounded by woodland with 'natural and artificial cascades, rustic
steps and other adjuncts'. It is such a pity that the Hall was demolished in 1952
— original photographs show this demolition in progress.
Whilst reading, a lot can be learned about the GRANT family who lived at
Nuttall Hall. They were successful in business passing ownership of the Hall
down through generations of the GRANT family. There is an interesting
description of the servants working at the Hall and also reference to the part
played by domestic servants in the 19th century.
There is a balanced mix of references from the 19th and 20th centuries with a
fine section about the extra land, which became part of Nuttall Park and the
shows and celebrations which have been held in the Park over the years.
The life and background of Colonel PORRITT makes most interesting reading.
From his early school life, through the First World War and until his death, A.T.
PORRITT led a varied life. He donated land to the people of Strongstry,
Ramsbottom and Stubbins and became a benefactor for many worthy concerns
in the area.
The author has included detail of the PORRITT family's connection with The
Cliffe in Stubbins and other local concerns including memories recorded by Mr
Harry HOYLE, the painting and decorating supervisor at The Cliffe for 30 years.
The memories from Stubbins Vale Mill give an excellent picture of life and
occupation in the 1920s to 1940s. They are clearly written and keep the interest
of the reader with their detail from a more recent section of local history.
The booklet concludes with more up-to-date information and photographs
relating to the replica plaque and inscribed stone which now have pride of place
in Nuttall Park. This is an interesting booklet where the author has used a good
mix of text and photographs which I am sure young and old will enjoy.
Gwenda NEWTON, Secretary, Friends of Nuttall Park.
THE STORY OF THE PLAQUE AND STONE IN NUTTALL PARK
In May 2007 Amy LEACH, the Park Ranger, invited local groups including
Ramsbottom Heritage Society to join the Friends of Nuttall Park in planning a
celebration in July 2008 to mark 80 years of the park. A notice board was
requested which would tell the story of Nuttall Hall and its occupiers as so
many visitors asked ' What was here before it was a park?' (It was the
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home of John, one of the famous GRANT brothers, who were still owners
in Ramsbottom). Brenda RICHARDS, Kath HADDOCK and Kate SLINGSBY
from the Heritage Society supplied the words and pictures. James BURBEDGE
from Bury Council the graphics, and the board was finished by a grant from
“Awards for All” - a branch of the National Lottery.
However it was not the GRANTs who donated the park, to the public but Lt. Col.
A. T. PORRITT of `The Cliffs' and Stubbins vale Mill so we suggested to the
Friends that we should somehow commemorate his generous gift, The Heritage
Society already had the original commemorative plaque that had been put up in
Nuttall Hall in 1928. It had been given to them for safekeeping having sojourned
in the cellars of the cemetery office after the Hall was pulled down in 1952. There
was a problem though in reinstating it — where to put it and, as it was 27 inches
wide and made or brass or bronze, would it be stolen? Putting it on the new ranger
hut was suggested, but it wasn't thought it could be easily removed from there.
Mike BENT, from Leisure Services,was the first to suggest it be set in stone.
The Heritage Society, still concerned that the original might get stolen, decided a
replica plaque should be used. Heritage Society members Janet SMITH, her
husband Ian, Linda DE RUĲTER and Brenda set to work to see how this could be
done. Alan CLAYTON, a pattern maker in Paradise Street, was approached. He
made a pattern of the original plaque and arranged for LUPTON SMALLSHAW
Ltd, a foundry in Burnley, to cast a replica in iron. Mike BENT agreed to provide
the funding so we were up and running. Later, to stop it rusting, Graham
TWIDALE, also from the Heritage Society, finished the plaque with several coats
of weather resistant paint. The centre was painted black with gold lettering and the
wide wreath (which encircles it) in dark green with details picked out in gold.
Linda contacted MARSHALLS' quarry to see if they would donate a stone and they
agreed. We then had some fun time choosing the stone. Amy and Mike from
Leisure Services, Marcia FLETCHER and Gwenda NEWTON from the Friends of
Nuttall Park, and the Heritage Society members had two trips up to Scout Moor
Quarry, ably assisted by Rob NICHOLSON who project managed it on behalf of
MARSHALLS. We donned hard hats and yellow vests and trundled up in the
Leisure Services' Range Rover, an exciting time as most of us had never visited a
quarry before. The final choice was a lovely 5.5 tonne 'Upper Haslingden Flag'
stone with swirls of pattern which we were told was formed when the rock was on
the sea bed. MARSHALLS suggested there should be a smooth surface on which
to mount the plaque and for the inscription that would accompany it but we were
anxious that the stone look natural. Eventually it was agreed that a separate plinth
would be cut for the sole inscription which would stand in front of the stone with
the plaque on it. Brenda and Janet put pen to paper and after much debate came up
with a short inscription.
Rob organised Cheetham Hill Construction Company to deliver the stone to the
Park while Linda found a stone mason, Dave GREENHALGH, who would cut the
stone so
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the plaque could be countersunk and less easily removed. MARSHALLS kindly
agreed to pay for the transportation and the stone mason's fee.
Finally in early July 2008 the stone arrived in the Park with Linda, Rob, and
Mike there to supervise Barry COLLINS of Cheetham Hill Construction and
Dave FISH and team, John, Scott, Keith and Patrick of Draxeda Construction. A
few days later Amy and members of the Friends of Nuttall Park went along to
help Dave GREENHALGH decide where to place the plaque on the stone. At
last it was all done.
On 12th July 2008 Andrew TODD, President of the Heritage Society, said a few
works of thanks to all and the stone was unveiled by Cllr Peter ASHWORTH,
Mayor of Bury. This was followed by the opening of 'Nuttall Extravaganza', an
afternoon of celebration in the Park.
Only one thing left to say - 'A good team effort' 'Well done team!'
Brenda Richards
MAJOR JOHN WILLIAM SUETON GRANT (1824-1913)
He was born in Morayshire, worked as an agent for William Grant & Brothers,
had a pub and a street named after him in Ramsbottom, and Hume ELLIOTT
gives a pen picture of his life in his first book about the GRANTs - but what else
do we know of him? Was he a blood relative of the famous GRANT family? If
not how did he come to live and work in Ramsbottom? And what happened to
him after he left Ramsbottom?
This is what I have found out.
John GRANT certainly came from the same area of Scotland as William and
Grace GRANT with their home at Elchies being about midway between John's
grandfather's home, Nethy Bridge and his parent's home, Garmouth on the coast.
However researching the family trees is not easy. As a Scottish historian told me
'This area is awash with GRANTs'...as 'it was common for people to adopt the
name of the Clan Chief. Rev. Hume ELLIOTT, who visited the area, had equal
difficulties because of 'defective and imperfectly kept registers' and the fact that
it was 'perfect orthodox procedure ... for a GRANT to marry a GRANT'.
I have managed to trace Major GRANT's genealogy back a short way, but have
not as yet found any family connection to William and Grace GRANT. His father
was Alexander (Sandy) GRANT, who came from a farm near Cromdale. He was
a timber agent for GRANT of Rothiemurcus and built a 'fine Georgian house
Dellachaple'. His mother was Helen nee GRANT. She was the daughter of John
GRANT and Christina nee GRANT. John GRANT was a man of some standing
in the community, who 'did much to establish law and order and education'.
Known as 'Parson John', he was chaplain to the 97th Regiment during the
Napoleonic Wars and was minister of the Kirk in Abernethy, Nethy Bridge from
1765- 1820. (The Kirk is the informal name
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for the national Presbyterian Church of Scotland- St Andrew 's Church, Ramsbottom
was therefore originally a 'Kirk ' too).
There is an interesting little anecdote about 'Parson John' which, whilst not pertinent
to this article, is quite amusing. At a time when news was sparse, he used to give
updates on the French War from his pulpit, and once got things wrong and had to
apologised the next week saying 'Oh my friends it is not true what I told you last
Sunday. The scoundrel Buonoparte is alive yet, and doing much mischiefus ever'.
Parson John had four sons and one daughter. Peter was a Captain in the Hon. East India
Company; James Augustus, Chief Secretary of the Government, Bombay and Senior
Judge of the Court Circuit, Guzerat; and Sweton ( a family name) a Student of Divinity
who died young.
Helen, his daughter, knowing of the success of William GRANT & Brothers, brought
John down to Ramsbottom in 1841 when he was just seventeen. Elisabeth ASHTON
(daughter of James and niece to Daniel GRANT) in a letter to Rev. W. Hume ELLIOT,
recalled Mrs GRANT and her son coming to Ramsbottom after his father's death. They
met with Daniel GRANT who said 'something would be found for him and he could
stay at Nuttall Hall until other arrangements could be made'. Elizabeth does not say
they were relatives.
Afterwards, she says, he lived in 'the cottage, where my cousin James
McLACHLAND lived, whilst being employed at Square Ramsbottom'. (James
McLACHLAND was son of Catherine nee GRANT, g/son of James GRANT. He died
in 1846). The cottage was near St Andrew's Church. At work he was initially called
John Grant Dellachaple to distinguish him from John GRANT of Nuttall Hall. He
became cashier and then agent for the Grant estates. He lived at Spring Cottage, Bolton
Street, at least from 1861 to 1893, across the road from his offices at Rose Hill.
Again according to Mrs ASHTON, John GRANT 'became a bosom friend of William
GRANT, junior' (son of John GRANT of Nuttall Hall). In fact he was named a trustee
of William GRANT's will. Both were involved in the formation of the Volunteers in
Ramsbottom around 1860, full details of which are given by Hume ELLIOTT. John
GRANT rose through the ranks to become the Major, a position he held for 20 years.
The armoury/ drill hall was at one time sited at 142/144, Bolton Street and the whole
terrace between Spring Cottage and the Major pub was known as 'Band Row'. (note:
around 1900 Rose Villa was built between Spring Cottage and 142).
Major GRANT shunned public office saying he was too busy with his work. He never
married and was described by HAYHURST as a 'wittily dry old bachelor'.
He retired in 1893 and returned to live in Dellachaple, Garmouth. There he was
involved in many charitable activities as well as pursuing his love for fishing for
salmon in the River Spey. A local paper records a dinner given in his honour to mark
his 81 st birthday. He died in October 1913 aged 89 in the presence of his niece Mary
McDONALD. In his obituary the Scotsman said 'He was beloved and respected by
all
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who come into contact with his on account to his vigorous mind and manly spirit of
a genial kindness and benevolence which showed that he was kin in more than
blood to the Cheeryble Brothers'.
Maybe the Scotsman knows more than I about blood ties!! Brenda Richards 2008
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SCOUT MOOR QUARRY
Both of the stones for the Nuttall Park plaque come from MARSHALLS' Scout
Moor Quarry, Edenfield and were pulled from the quarry using a CAT 385 excavator.
After drilling the rock and splitting it with black powder the smaller stone was
transported to MARSHALLS' Brookfoot works in Halifax where they were cut into
shape. The stone on to which the plaque was to be mounted was left with the surfaces
in a natural state. The smaller stone was cut smooth and the engraving was carried
out and painted. They were transported back to Fletcher Bank ready for installation.
Scout Moor stone is a blue-green fine-grained sandstone from the carboniferous age.
In their petrological description the stones are classed as Namurian Millstone Grit, a
hard sedimentary rock which forms part of the Upper Haslingden Flagrock banding.
There are swirling formations which show on the Nuttall Park rock's surface and
remind us that its layers were laid down in water.
Upper Haslingden Flag, which is very durable, was used extensively in many towns
and cities of the United Kingdom to make paving stones for pavements and floors. It
formed the basis of the 19th century boom in the quarrying industry. Particularly in
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wet weather, the swirling pattern can be seen locally on many old stone
pavements. To make them suitable, rough flagstones were given a smooth
surface at a rubbing mill. The stone also provided the paving for Albert Square,
Manchester and Trafalgar Square.
In the Rossendale Valley the initial period of quarrying consisted of relatively
small scale extraction. The people of Edenfield and district had the right to
quarry stone to use for building their houses, barns and walls or to sell as they
wished. Many farms had a small stone pit in the corner of a field for their own
needs. Quarrying became an increasingly important way of making money at the
end of the eighteenth century as nearby towns and villages began to grow, as
mills were built and as new turnpike roads cut across the district.
On Scout Moor (scout was Norman for high rock) and Turf Moor (above Turn)
the quarrying began to expand into substantial workings. During the mid to late
L2Lb century there was mechanisation and other improved stone-working
techniques and quarry workings began to eat further and further into hillsides.
This period also saw the construction of the railway which made it possible to
transport stone much further afield. In 1880 a tramway to Scout Moor quarry was
completed. It climbed from a stone staithe on Rochdale Road up the Dearden
Brook valley and then ran back on itself at a higher level into the quarry. Horses
were probably used at first but later there were locomotives such as Excelsior.
From the Rochdale Road staithe stone was carried away by road. In 1877 it is
reported that one of the traction engines of Messrs WHITTAKER & Sons had
been taking to Bury six wagons loaded with sett stones for paving weighing fifty
tons.
At this time quarrying was an important employer in the Edenfield area. In 1871
James WHITTAKER had 47 men working for him at Scout Moor. Dust was a
major health hazard for the quarrymen, and often resulted in silicosis. The
corduroyed men laboured until early evening, stopping only to eat the food
which they brought with them and which they might warm on the stove provided
to boil water for their brew. Bad weather often stopped work in the winter
months, and without work there was no pay.
Work became increasingly difficult at many quarries in the valley because of the
amount of overburden that had to be removed to get at usable rock. At Scout
Moor the problem was partly solved by mining the stone. Some quarries had
tunnels driven into the hillside for some considerable distance to get at the best
stone, leaving the upper surface undisturbed. The turn of the century was marked
by a decline in the industry and there was a growth in the use of cheaper, lighter
bricks. An 1896 report on Lancashire's mining industry gives a total of 304
underground workers and 333 surface workers, with James WHITTAKER
employing six men underground and three on the surface at Scout Moor.
After 1919 the majority of the Rossendale quarries were closed, the decline
having been aggravated by major strikes in that year by quarrymen, who refused
to work in
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the poor conditions and for such little pay. The WHITTAKER family bought Scout
Moor quarry from Lord DERBY in the 1920s and continued to work it until the
early 1950s. The quarry was then used for tipping trade refuse but re-opened in
1968 when there was a huge demand for stone for filling for the motorway building
programme. Forty men worked round the clock to excavate 1200 tons of rock a day
and it was used to build parts of the Ml, M62 and the Edenfield by-pass. In 1970
quarrying stopped but restarted in 1983 and has continued ever since. Among the
impressive equipment now at the quarry is a seventy tonne Volvo excavator, new
in 2007 when its main role was reported to be to rip up 400,000 tonnes of
sandstone blocks for the quarry and also to handle top lift material for crushed
aggregate construction. It seems that permission is in place for Marshalls Mono to
continue quarrying until 2042.
Following a public enquiry held in 2004, planning consent was granted to Peel
Holdings (ownership - John WHITTAKER) by the Secretary of State on 25th May
2005 for Scout Moor Wind Farm. A compound within the quarry became the
construction base for the 26 turbines and associated infrastructure. The wind farm
has recently been completed.
References:
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Manchester Evening News 13.10.04
www.valleyofstone.org.uk
Janet Smith
CONSERVATION GROUP REPORT
Flowers and Gardens
Usually the conservation group concerns itself with buildings and streets and
nothing as transitory as plants. However we are branching out into horticulture to
enhance the appearance of the town!
The New Jerusalem Church interpretation board cannot be erected because the site
needs renovation so we are trying to get the council to plant a garden, which Anne
MORTIMER has designed on her computer.
Brenda RICHARDS has also secured 450 daffodil bulbs from the council for us to
plant around Ramsbottom during the autumn.
Historical databases
We have been putting together databases for various aspects of the history of
Ramsbottom and this now includes the date of build of many houses and other
buildings in the town, and dates and basic details of churches and mills. If you have
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any information about these topics, please could you contact Kath HADDOCK,
Brenda or me, so that it can be added to the work already done.
Planning applications
Dave HADDOCK continues to bring planning application to the group for our
consideration. We objected to the materials with which Aldi was planning to
build their store and since the application was turned down on grounds of
appearance we feel vindicated in this. They are appealing against the decision
and in any case, might be accepted if they modified the exterior of the buildings.
In the centre of Ramsbottom many of the shops were converted from houses a
long time ago and number 7, Square Street is one of the last remaining houses in
these streets, to undergo this process. We objected to the visual impact a shop
sign would have on this property and were subsequently asked for our opinions
on three possible styles of signage.
It is gratifying that our opinions are valued.
Maintaining the traditional appearance of buildings.
Newspapers were contacted and have included an item congratulating Roger
GREENLEES Jewellers, Bolton St, where the paint on the stonework of the
shop's front wall has been removed.
At The Brook, on Bolton Road West the previously stark black and white
building has been painted in a stone colour. We are also hoping to discourage
strap pointing (where the pointing is prominent and highly visible) on the front
face of stone work. English Heritage and the government are both advising
against this practice, because of the visual effect and also because it may damage
the stonework as it does not last very long before cracking.
We are also looking for other ways to encourage local shop and home owners to
maintain the traditional appearance of their buildings. If you have any ideas as
to how we can do this, please get in touch.
Membership of the Conservation Group.
The work of the Conservation group is a team effort and I would like to thank all
the members of the conservation group for their hard work, for sharing their
knowledge and giving their time. We have been really pleased that new
Ramsbottom residents have come along to join both the Heritage Society and the
Conservation Group. We always welcome new members who bring fresh ideas
for ways to conserve the town, so please get in touch if you would like to be
involved.
Kate SLINGSBY
The editors welcome any material for future issues of the News Magazine.

LOCAL RESEARCH
The Heritage Society has no staff, and cannot offer a research or query service. The
following institutions could be approached:
Bury Museum and Archive, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 ODG tel: 0161 253 6782
Email: archiyes@burygov.uk Website: www.bury.gov.uk/archives
Opening Hours:
Tuesday

Ipm -4prn 2nd Saturday of the month I0am - 4pm

Wednesday

Ipm - 4pm

Friday 10 am

- 4pm

Thursday

loam - 4pm

(We ask that people get in touch to make an appointment in advance of any visit to
the archives as these opening bours could be restricted at short notice due to
stafTing levels)
Our new searchroom features large reading tables, computer and intenet access,
microfiche readers and access to Picture Memories. Paper catalogues are available
in the search room and in Reference and Information Services, Bury Library. We
run an enquiry service, offering 15 minutes staff time, and we hold details of
researchers in the area who offer fee based services. The building has lift and ramp
access, lockers and public toilets. The Ramsbottom Heritage Society's Collection,
including photographs, is on permanent loan.
Bury Central Library (Reference and Information Services), Manchester Road,
Bury, BL9 ODG — tel 0161 253 5871 has publications on local history, historical
printed works of local interest such as trade directories, older OS maps for the
whole of Bury MBC, including Ramsbottom, copies of local newspapers, thematic
collections of news cuttings worth pursuing for local biographies, census returns
and parish registers on microfilm.
Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society; membership secretary Pip
Cowling, 33, Windhill Old Road, Bradford, BDIO OSE -- tel 01274 611087, email
Ordinary membership is Æ12 per year (concessions ±9.50) and this entitles you to
4 magazine issues, an opportunity to publish your research queries and findings, and
14 meetings each month with speakers at venues all over the county, including Bury
and Rawtenstall. More information is available on www.lfhh$.org.uk.
Ramsbottom Library and Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street BLO 9AE tel 0161
253 5352 (IT -tel 0161 253 5354) email Ramsbottom.lib@bury.gov.uk
The library boasts a state-of-the-art IT suite, with a visually impaired and disabled
friendly workstation, back copies of the Ramsbottom Observer 1890-1950 on film
and microfiche reader. Much of the Ramsbottom local collection of the late Rev R
R Carmyllie, local census returns and several filing drawers of local newscuttings
and booklets and Hume Elliot's history are aJso available. Family history help
sessions are held on the last Thursday of every month (except December) from 3pm
to 7pm.

