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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
My anticipation of a return to the Heritage Centre early in the new year, on learning of the
proposed December completion the refurbishment of Ramsbottom Library, recorded in
the last issue of the News Magazine, turned out yet again to be premature. As I write, the
Library, which is a fine building, has been open for some weeks, although formal opening
has not taken place, but the Heritage Centre remains closed awaiting refurbishment,
which it is hoped will begin soon. Upon completion, the Society, in partnership with
Bury MBC Arts & Leisure Services will be able to determine the level of provision it can give
to members, and visitors to the town.
In the meantime, activities go on. Thanks to the endeavours of a core group of enthusiastic,
and seemingly tireless, workers, our profile generally is being promoted widely.
Membership is being sustained, and attendance at meetings remains high. Options for
development of the Heritage Centre continue to be reviewed. The project to acknowledge
former individuals and buildings of historical importance goes on, supported by our Area
Board, with a further blue plaque planned. The Summer Sunday Rambles programme resumes
in April, with a -wider promotion. Indeed, relations with the press continue to strengthen,
with this year's photographic competition winning entries being publicised by a feature in the
Rossendale Free Press. Additionally, there is a Community Dig, in association with
University of Manchester Archaeological Group, at the site of a former Fulling Mill at.
Magbrook. The site is on privately owned land, and, out of
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consideration for the site owners, Mr & Mrs J. WILD, who have not only generously
allowed the dig to go ahead, but also, together with our.Area Board, contributed
to its funding, for which we are extremely grateful, the exact location of it
has not been revealed. The findings will be reported in a future issue of the News
Magazine.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Society, and a
commemorative event similar to that of Heritage Day 2006, is planned for 15th July,
again to be held at Ramsbottom Civic Hall. The focus will be the Society and its
activities, and we hope for as well supported a day as we had last year. Programme
details will be advertised locally, and appear on the Society web site. The event will
also be featured in the next issue of the News Magazine.
Tony Murphy
NEWS FROM THE WEB SITE www.ramsbottomheritage.co.uk
Designed and maintained by John LEYLAND, the society's web site is very
informative and well worth a visit. On the home page is an impressive list of links to
other parts of the site, which contain lots of interesting details about our town and
also about society news and activities. Most pages include photographs.
DISCOVERY OF 'TIME CAPSULE' AT 42 BRIDGE STREET
The Chairman's Report appearing in the Autumn 2005 edition of the News
Magazine contained a paragraph about the discovery of ^ a `Time Capsule' of
memorabilia hidden away by previous owners at the Bridge Street premises until
recently occupied by Ken ROSE and his footwear business. The find, attributed to
the BROUGHTON family, and containing references to Mr P. HARE, of George
Road, Ramsbottom, hidden away in November 1952, sadly, largely in poor condition
due to the way in which it had been stored, comprised an assortment of
items, mostly in everyday use at that time, from cigarette and match boxes, a razor
and blades, spectacles, to ladies handbags and footwear, oil lamps and a
flat iron, but curiously, also a pair of stirrups, and an animal trap, together with
newspapers of the day, including the long vanished Sunday Graphic, and Sunday
Pictorial, wartime copies of the Ramsbottom Observer, various parish magazines,
and porcelain vases and figures, was listed, photographed, and subsequently
assessed for historical worth by Alison Green and colleagues at Bury Museum. Sadly,
no treasure trove. Owner Nick HITCHIN, of WEALE and HITCHIN, has very
kindly donated the find to the Society, on whose behalf it will be held by
Bury Museum Service. The paper and animal based and metal manufactured items
were in too poor a state to be saved, but apart from an earlier breakage the porcelain
ware had survived well, and arrangements are being made for it to be displayed at
the 20`h anniversary event.
Tony Murphy
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LIBRARIES IN RAMSBOTTOM
Looking west from the corner of Con 1 Street, (where the Health Centre now stands)
was a terrace, possibly dating back to 1780, with number 1, Carr Street - a grocery
shop - on the corner. Number 3, next to the grocer's, was the town's first public
library from 1838 to 1919. Daniel GRANT (1783-1855), of Ramsbottom's preeminent family gave some books to the old Carr Street library. In 1871 it was said to
contain upwards of 1200 volumes'. By 1890 it was in a sad state, dismissed in one of
the earliest editions of the Ramsbottom Observer as no more than `moths' food'.
During the winter of 1893--4 the newspaper reported that the library premises, `rent
free through the kindness of Mr GRANT LAWSON' had been `for some years past lying
out of use' and an attempt was made to have the library taken over by the Local Board.
Mechanics Institutions, which were generally supported by skilled workers,
tradespeople and their families, housed libraries and reading rooms. The Mechanics
Institute in the Oddfellows Hall at 22, Bridge Street, Ramsbottom had been established
by 1850. At the Mechanics Institute in Back Lane Shuttleworth, which was said to be
"a locality of some consequence"' in 1861, there was a Subscription Library and
Newsroom3 for the village's approximately 3000 inhabitants. (Ramsbottom's
population was estimated at over 3500 at the same time.) Summerseat had a small
Mechanics Institute and Reading Room at Brooksbottoms4. Apparently the Liberal and
Conservative associations had News and Reading Rooms tool.

[From Stories in Stone, Datestones in Ramsbottom by John B Taylor.]
We are also told that there was a library of upwards of 1700 volumes in connection with
the Cooperative Society at Ramsbottom5 and that its newsroom and library had been
closed for about five weeks in 1897 for the purpose of moving to premises in Central
Street. The ground floor of the new premises had been used for a stable and saddle
room by Mr E ISHERWOOD, and later as a mechanics' shop. The work of converting
the building included making a new entrance and

4 Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine No 32 Summer 2007

installing a wooden floor, a new ceiling, extra windows, new heating apparatus,
incandescent gas lights and shelving for the 3000 books. A new staircase led to the
newsroom, which had seven reading desks. According to the newpaper report, both
rooms `now present an airy and well lighted appearance' 6
In the Autumn of 1849 the Morning Chronicle's correspondent Angus Bethune
REACH had spent about two months in Manchester and the surrounding textile
towns investigating, among many other things, the reading habits of the people. He
picked up the information that the evening pursuits of girls and young men `by the
score and hundred appear to be learning to read, write, cipher and sew.... The men were
anxious to read well also, that they might avail themselves of the libraries.' The Public
Libraries Act 1851 sanctioned the levying of a rate of up to 'fed in the £ (increased to
Id in 1855) to enable town councils to establish public libraries,, However, this only
applied to boroughs with populations over 10,000 and was subject to a local
referendum with the support of two thirds of ratepayers needed to approve plans.
Even then, most of the libraries which were set up were stocked with books
donated by parishioners, as ratepayers money could not be used to buy books.
Another Public Libraries Act in 1919 reformed the old system, taking responsibility
for libraries away from boroughs and giving it to county councils, which would
now have the power to establish libraries without the restrictions of the
Id rate or a referendum. This paved the way for libraries to become a truly national
service.
Mr W BENNION (Bill) remembers having his first library ticket in the late 1930s
when he was six years old. At this time Lancashire County Council's library in
Ramsbottom was on the corner of Bridge Street at 2, Marketplace, which is now
part of Denise SMITH's shop. (Above, the building is numbered 4, Market Place
and the shop now also encompasses 57 and 59, Bridge Street.) Together with
his sister and friends Bill used to visit this library on the way home from St
Joseph's School. After passing through the usual swing barrier or turnstile, adults
had direct access to the library's books, whereas at many larger libraries like Bury
only the library assistants were allowed to approach the shelves, so that borrowers
had to request the books and wait for them to be brought to the counter. Miss BATE,
who lived in Square Street, was the librarian at 2 Market Place. Bill recalls that she
once remarked to him, `I hope they never give us a telephone. They'd be
ringing all day from Preston. We don't want that.'
Much later in 1969, as Deputy Chief Librarian for Bury, Mr BENNION attended the
official opening of a brand new Ramsbottom library on Carr Street. He confirms that
L S LOWRY was present and that the Chairman of Ramsbottom Urban District
Council performed the opening ceremony., The Chairman's introductory words
were, "Come into my garden Maud." (It was the time of the MAUD report on local
government which had recommended the abolition of small authorities, so most
members of his audience were probably already concerned that it would lead to
radical changes in the library's management.) Of course, when the reorganisation of
local government actually did take place in 1974, the
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responsibility for Ramsbottom Library was taken away from Lancashire County
Council who had provided the new building the chairman had been opening. Before the
completion of this new 1969 building, library services had been provided from across
Carr Street (our Heritage Centre) where, between January 2005 and February 2007, it
returned until recent extensions and refurbishment were complete. In 1951 our pre-fab
was described as `a new temporary library', and apparently its life expectancy was then
put at 10 years.
The two distinctive long ramps which gave the public access to the 1969 library
were necessary to allow space underneath the building for a garage to house the library
van. Mobile libraries were intended to serve outlying districts and it seems that this
vehicle, 0TB 24, had eight stops, including Turton, and Longsight Road. (From
another source we learn that Lancashire Libraries used to have a number of vans, one
of which used to go down to a local farm - now demolished - especially for the
convenience of an individual borrower.)
Edenfield Branch Library opened in 1950 at Edenfield and District's Community
Centre, in part replacing another small library established at Turn in the late 1940s. At first
the library opened only on Mondays between 2pm and 7.1Spm. It stayed at the Community
Centre until 1964 when it moved to 77, Market Street with a stock of 2500 books. When this
library closed in 1977, the books went back to the centre until a trailer library was brought
into service in 1977.
References:
1
Trade Directory - Worrall 1871
2
Trade Directory - Heap 1850
3
Trade Directory- Drake 1861
4
Trade Directory - Slater 1888
5
Trade Directory - Barrett 1883
6
Ramsbottom Observer 16.4.1897
7
A History of Edenfield and District- John Simpson 2003

RAMSBOTTOM LIBRARYAND ADULT LEARNING CENTRE 2007
The opening of the new co-located service has been a huge success, not only for the increase
in library and adult education usage but also for the town as a whole. It was a difficult
time for staff, closing two buildings and opening a new service point within two weeks but
we seemed to cope really well. There have been a few teething problems with the
building and we have not yet received all our shelving, so the final layout of the library has
yet to be decided.
By the end of March we had nearly five hundred brand new library
members and approximately three hundred and fifty renewing their memberships in
the weeks since the reopening on February 12th. In addition to the library side we have
also
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increased the number of courses that we can hold in the building, varying from basic
skills to computer courses.
Our official opening by the Duchess of Gloucester was on April 25th. We organised
one or two events for the day with a `before and after' photographic display.
Many thanks to the Heritage Society for allowing us to use the Heritage Centre for the
past two years and in particular to Tony MURPHY for his understanding and
cooperation. We hope to s e e y o u i n the new building.
Deborah SMITH (Centre Supervisor)
Our impression is that local people have good reason to be proud of their
superb new library which is an imposing building fronted in smooth Ashlar stone with its interesting blue uplights set into the pavement. Inside, oak has been used
and the foyer floor and stairs are of Kirkstone slate. There is also a lift, The bright
new main library has a mezzanine level with the original stained glass windows
created by Bryan FARLOW to commemorate the Queen's Golden Jubilee, plus a new
window featuring the East Lancashire Railway with the locomotive Princess
Elizabeth to mark the Queen's 80'h birthday. Upstairs, where the library used to be
housed, are the computer area, reference library and Local Studies area and the
rooms for the Adult Education Service. The art room is named after L S LOWRY, who
attended the opening of Ramsbottom Library in 1969, and there is a language suite
named in memory of Evelyn WAITE. The other two classrooms are named the PEEL
and GRANT rooms.- Editor.
RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY - the beginning
At a meeting in St Paul's School on 25 February 1987 around 70 people met to
discuss the possible impact on the town of reopening of the ELR line between Bury and
Ramsbottom. Among the many ideas put forward was a proposal to form what was to
become the Ramsbottom Heritage Society. A volunteer steering group was set up and by
the following April we were able to hold our inaugural meeting.
From the beginning we had resolved that we would be an active society and at the early
meetings we divided into groups devoted to the interests expressed by members.
These included making a photographic record of the many changes to the town,
recording of people's memories, walks, visits, research projects and the
collecting and preserving of historic documents, and monthly meetings where
members could listen to talks and get together over a cup of tea to discuss their
chosen interests. Our long term aim was the opening of a Heritage Centre.
As can be seen from the list below, most of these things have now been
achieved and also some that we never even envisaged, such as making a film!. The
past twenty years have been a very busy but productive and often exciting
time for the Society. If you would like to join us in any of these activities you would
be more than welcome join in!

Glimpses of 20 years of R H S activities 7

GLIMPSES OF TWENTY YEARS OF RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE
SOCIETY ACTIVITIES
February 1987 Public meeting convened by Dorothy MOSS. Held at St Paul's
School and attended by about 70 people.
(Reopening of East Lancashire Railway set for 25th July 1987)
Chairman of the society - Andrew TODD
April 1987 Inaugural public meeting of the society - speaker Rev Roy
CARMYLLIE; Photo competition and oral history group started June 1990 Publication
of the first Ramsbottom Local History Newsletter, Ramsbottom Heritage
Society magazine number 1, sponsored by the Royal Bank of Scotland.
June 17'h 1990 Official opening of the Heritage Centre by the Mayor of Bury,
Cllr Monty ADLER accompanied by the Mayoress. Others at the opening included
the Mayor and Mayoress of Rossendale and Jim WELDING of Nuttall Village.
Visitors during June included. Members of the Dickensian Fellowship, Worsley
Rotary Club and the Mayor of Tulle, our French twin town, with a party of French
people. (Lillian CULLEN, in costume, demonstrated spinning during this visit)
July 22°a 1991 Mrs Maggie OATES, one and only lady Chairman of the
Ramsbottom Urban District Council, was enrolled as our first Honorary Member.
1992 The society acquired charitable status
1993 Our first society stalls at local history fairs at Accrington and Manchester.
First society outing to Port Sunlight
Winter 1995-6 The Heritage Centre: "an interesting culture of moss on the
northern roof, and dampness in a corner of the interior. In 1951 our pre-fab
was described as 'a new temporary library', and I am told that its life expectancy
was then put at 10 years. I seriously doubt whether it will see many years
beginning with a 2," (Andrew TODD in the newsletter)
1998 Dorothy MOSS became society Chairman and Andrew TODD became our
President
June 18-24`h 2000 Millennium Festival Week - the culmination of 12 months of
planning by the society's festival coordinator Linda de RUIJTER. (Details of the
special activities organised by the churches and other reports about the festival
appear in Newsletter 20 - Editor). During the week Bury NBC's Lifelong
Learning team provided taster sessions in various subjects while Ramsbottom
Library held a Quiz Night and compiled a Ramble Round Ramsbottom guide.
There were also dances, walks, talks, conducted tours and a children's
painting competition. A Countryside Fun Day was held in Nuttall Park, and one
evening Bill HESLOP gave sheepdog demonstrations there with his speciality
"dogs and ducks". In the Civic Hall there was a Made in Ramsbottom 2000
exhibition with many displays by local craftsmen and small and large firms.
Festival Finale Day, also centred on the Civic Hall, was hosted by Martin
HENFIELD. It featured an outdoor concert which involved local schools and other
talented groups such as the DALTON School of Dance, the Summerseat Players
Children's Workshop, the
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FLYNN String Quartet from the R.N.C.M., Ramsbottom Youth Club and Cola
Moon. An evening Pure Club Night for 13 to 17 year olds and a concert the
Grant Arms
RAMSBOTTOM HERITAGE SOCIETY ARCHIVES
One of the Society's earliest aims was to `locate, retain and catalogue relevant
documents ...and operate an information centre..' Appeals in the press and local
radio elicited a huge response and by 1990 we had acquired around 1000
documents and photographs and by 1995 this had doubled. The mammoth task of
cataloguing all this material was undertaken by our archivist Brenda DECENT
and her team of helpers who spent many hours in the Heritage Centre
researching and cataloguing documents and photographs, many of which
arrived with little or no information.
Eventually the card index system became too unwieldy and an Amstrad PCW
was purchased. Geoff JOHNSON BRETT set up a database and after the initial task
of transferring all the records on to the computer searching for information was
much simpler and quicker.
Eventually, in 1997, space in the Centre ran out, the outdated Amstrad became
increasingly unreliable and Brenda and the team began to find it impossible to
deal with the sheer volume of material and the many requests for information.
The committee consulted Kevin MULLEY at Bury Archive and it was agreed
that our archive should go to Bury. The Ramsbottom Heritage Collection is
now safely stored, along with a printout of the Amstrad database which makes it
easily accessible. The Photographic Archive printout has now been scanned,
edited and put on CD making it even easier to access and the photographs are now in
process of being digitised. It is hoped that the document index will also be made
available on CD in the future.
Some interesting acquisitions from the early days of the society include:‐
Handwritten Minute Books of St Andrews Presbyterian Church dating from
1869.
Plan and index of Emmanuel Church, Holcombe (done in 1983 by a task force of
the Manpower Services Commission)
A piece of core from approximately 4000ft down at Fletcher Bank Quarry brought
up when drilling for oil in 1953!
A silver hunting horn which belonged to John JACKSON, Huntsman, Holcombe
Harriers, 1867-1899 and a book of hunting songs and other memorabilia that he
compiled.
A New and Actual Survey of the Township of Tottington Lower End (1794).
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OUR FIRST BLUE PLAQUE - PETER MURRAY MCDOUALL
(Detailed articles by Trevor PARK and Andrew TODD on the subject
of our first blue plaque,.Dr McDOUALL, were in RHS news magazines 7 and
25, published in Summer 1993 and Autumn/Winter 2003 respectively. Additional
information about McDOUALL's evidence to the 1842 select committee which
investigated the truck system formed part of another article by Andrew in News
Magazine 23, Spring 2 0 0 2 . The brief account that follows is drawn from that
research, and is being repeated for members who do not have access to the
original articles and are curious about the reasons for the placing of the blue
plaque)
Peter Murray McDOUALL, a young Scottish doctor, arrived in Ramsbottom in
1835 and set up his surgery on Bolton Street. His experiences in looking after
the sick amongst the factory workers and their families led him to gather
information on. their living conditions and to deliver a paper based on a survey
of 309 cottages to a meeting of the British Association at Newcastle in 1838.
It was around this time that McDOUALL must have met up with Dr Matthew
FLETCHER, a Bury Surgeon and a Chartist. He was converted to the Chartist
cause. In 1839 he was supporting a programme of General Strike followed by
armed insurrection and in August 1839 he was arrested for sedition. During his
one year imprisonment at Chester he met the daughter of one of the warders
and, on his release, they were married.
By 1840 he had become a nationally known leader of the Chartist movement. He
toured the country as a Chartist lecturer and as a result spent less time in
Ramsbottom, although he seems to have continued to maintain a residence
here. He was also editing and publishing his Chartist Journal, which advocated
his own revolutionary views.
In 1842 MdDouall gave evidence to the Parliamentary Select Committee
investigating the truck system by which factory workers were paid out wages in
goods from their employers' shops rather than in money. Because employers,
who also owned the workers' houses, had been abusing their power, the truck
system had been illegal since 1831. McDOUALL found that in Nuttall it was
still in use and he also alleged that the Grants insisted on their workers being paid on
Saturday nights by the landlord at their pub, the Grant Arms, where they were
forced to take part of their wages in beer.
In September 1842 McDOUALL went into hiding to avoid arrest and
spent some time in exile in France. By 1844 he had returned to Scotland
where he was heavily involved in Scottish Chartist politics. By 1847-8 there
had been a revival of popular support for Chartism, and he resumed his
speaking tours. By this time he was based in the Ashton-under-Lyne area and
it was here that he was once again arrested and charged with sedition, illegal
assembly and riot. He was tried at Liverpool Assizes and again imprisoned, this
time for two years. On his release from prison he found Chartism once more
in decline. He was by this time destitute and, having a wife and four children,
to support, he tried to revive his medical career in Ashton. He was
unsuccessful, being fiercely opposed
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by political enemies in the town who denounced him as a notorious criminal. He
and his family were only saved from starvation by Chartist public subscription. Like
many other defeated Chartists, McDOUALL, still only forty years old, resolved to
emigrate to Australia, but it was not to be. The boat in which he and his family
were sailing was wrecked in a violent storm off the Australian coast. He was
drowned but his wife and family were rescued, They returned to England destitute
and were forced to live in a workhouse at Everton. Eventually, they were assisted by
Nottingham Chartists, who helped Mrs McDOUALL to set up a successful
stationary business in the city.
RADICAL RAMSBOTTOM
Writing in the 1870s, local author Benjamin Thomas BARTON noted how the
radicalism and Chartism `took a deep hold of Ramsbottom'. Adherents believed
that there could be no fundamental shift in the distribution of power and wealth
in this country without parliamentary reform. There is emerging evidence of a
connection between local adherents of this movement and the New Jerusalem
Church of the Swedenborgians, built at the corner of Ramsbottorn Lane and
Factory Street in 1831.
BARTON suggested that Ramsbottom's political radicalism dated back to 1802. In
that year, the ASHTON Brothers brought several of their skilled workers from
Middleton to their newly erected Ramsbottom Mill. Middleton, stated BARTON,
was
one of the headquarters of the ultra Radicals, the residence of Sam
BAMFORD the late Radical historian and poet. Some of the
inhabitants attended the monster meeting in Manchester, which led to
the well-known Peterloo Massacre, and were wounded there. More
than one carried the marks with them for life; one man died here who
received a flesh wound in the arm. i
Evidence of this early radicalism, and its connection with New Jerusalem, comes in
an interesting pair of e-mails from Peter SLEIGH, posted on our website on
9th April 2006 and 4th February 2007. Peter originally sent us details of his wife's
great great grandparents, Thomas and Eliza SHARPLES. He was prompted to
write further when he saw in the Lancashire Telegraph that we had put up a
plaque commemorating Chartist leader Peter Murray McDOUALL. Thomas
SHARPLES wrote a eulogy, which has presumably survived in the family, on the
occasion of his wife's death on the 29th March 1858. It included the following:
Mrs SHARPPLES was born at Ramsbottom and formerly belonged to
the Swedenborgians but afterwards attended the Church of England.
In 1843-4, she often attended the house of Mr William MELLODEW,
a thorough Reformer and Freethinker, a great admirer of Thomas
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PAINE. It was at his house I became acquainted with her. She had
the highest esteem for Mr MELLODEW, as she afterwards had for
all Freethinkers.
Several items of interest arise from this intriguing passage. First, William
MELLODEW was clearly an employee of the ASHTONs at Ramsbottom
Mill, Factory Bottom, confirming BARTON's view that the ASHTON
workforce was a radical presence in 'the town . He is enumerated as a
warehouseman in Factory Yard (viz Ramsbottom Mill) in the 1841 Census,
living with wife Alice (HO 107/540/3, folio 13). The 1842 tithe survey reveals that
he was the head of one of five households which then occupied what we now
believe to have been the old ASHTON apprentice house. A reduced version of
this building survives as the three cottages, nos 40-44, Crow Lane. It seems
likely that William MELLODEW was Eli;za's father -- an Elizabeth daughter of
William MELLODEW and Alice DUCKWORTH was baptised at Holcombe
on the 9 th April 1826. 'The couple married belatedly on the 18th February 1827
at Bury St Mary.
Eliza DUCKWORTH married Thomas SHARPLES at Bury Re •a"ster Office on
the 25 th January 1845, giving her father's name as James DUCKWORTH. A 15
year old Eliza DUCKWORTH was living with 70 year old heald sizer James
DUCKWORTH on Ramsbottom Lane, in the 1841 Census (H0107/540/4, folio
10). So it appears that Eliza used the common fiction of substituting her
grandfather's name for that of her father in order to protect her illegitimate
status. The rare choice, in those days, of register office rather than Christian
church may have reflected the couple's radical, anti-establishment views, or
another attempt to conceal the circumstances of Eliza's birth.
Two of Thomas and Eliza SHARPLES' children carried distinctive names:
Mary Alice Harriet Martineau SHARPLES, born 1850 - Harriet MARTINEAU
(1802-76), a journalist, anti-slavery campaigner and author, was a liberal thinker
particularly interested in what might now be termed women's issues, notably in
the fields of civil rights, education, employment and prostitution. She would have
been considered a progressive in her day. Mary Alice SHARPLES (she had
dropped the Harriet Martineau), aged 10, was living with the same William
MELLODEW (her grandfather) at Park Field Terrace, Oldham in 1861
(RG9/3019, folio 109). She was discreetly enumerated as his niece. She was
still living with him in 1871 at 620, Park Terrace, Oldham (RG10/4102, folio
35) when she was described as a boarder,
William Mellodew SHARPLES, born 1855, carried christian names which
further corroborate his mother's paternity. Peter LEIGH suggests that he later
became a Ramsbottom iron founder, appearing in a succession of trade directories at
Irwell St Foundry. (In SLATER's 1888 edition, William SHAP.PLES and Co were
described as 'makers off spur, bevel and mitre wheels', presumably items used
in textile machinery.) Hume EI.LIOT's suggestion that this business was
established in the
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late 1850s does not tie in with William Mellodew SHARPLES' date of birth of
1855.2
Thomas SHARPLES' eulogy also connects freethinking and radicalism with the
Swedenborgians. This sect, followers of the Swedish spiritual visionary
Emanuel SWEDENBORG, was associated with unorthodox views: London
artist and poet William BLAKE is probably the best known `freethinker' to
have been influenced by Swedenborgianism. Whilst it is not as yet clear how
Swedenborgian doctrine might inform political radicalism, BLAKE's attacks on
the established order led him to be charged with uttering seditious words in 1800.
Given such associations with radicalism and freethinking, we may now have an
explanation for the often intense hostility that the Swedenborgians encountered in
Ramsbottom from the -local establishment. The only detailed account of
their origins in the towns suggests that from their earliest presence, around
1806, they encountered opposition from both religious bodies and local
employers. We are told how the Swedenborgians met in an upper room of a
cottage on the site of the later church and grew in numbers despite having to
survive `strong opposition' from Rev PARTINGTON, minister at Park Chapel
around 1824. And once they had built a permanent home, the Rev George GIBBON,
first incumbent of St Paul's from the formation of the parish in 1841 to 1843,
`threatened to annihilate them'. Further,
he was supported by the owners of one of the largest mills in the
d i s t r i c t and a number of members left the Society because
they were dfraid they would lose their jobs in the mill. The mill
manager Mr Thomas BERRY others maintained their connection
and as a result suffered much over the years.
Only one Thomas BERRY can be found in the 1841 Census for the town, a 55 year old
cotton spinner in Factory Yard (HO107/540/3, folio 12). The implication is that the mill
in question was Ramsbottom Mill, and this poses a puzzle: initially, at least one of the
ASHTONs encouraged the Swedenborgians - they were allowed to meet on the third
floor of the mill. Samuel ASHTON, one of the brothers who established the mill
in 1802, provided land near the mill for the New Jerusalem Church, and became
one of the first trustees a Perhaps he supported the doctrines of the church; more
likely, he simply wanted to encourage any religious group that might civilise his
employees. Samuel was similarly associated with the Methodists' first purpose-built
chapel in the town, lending the members £30 towards the cost of raising roof, walls,
and adding a gallery. The chapel had been built on ASHTON land in 1825.5
Maybe leasing land to church builders was simply good business. Samuel's death in
1833 may have left the Swedenborgians unprotected. The next generation of
ASHTONs supported the town's first Anglican church, St Paul's. They built the
small school in Crow Lane at which the first services were performed in
April 1841, and providing the site and some £1,400 for the erection of a proper church
later in that decade.
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In the 1858 eulogy on his wife's death, Thomas SHARPLES also described the
circumstances of her death in Blackburn:
Banished, as you are aware, from the town in which I have resided for
so many years, I have passed through many strange towns in search of
employment since last you heard from me. I at length succeeded in
obtaining a situation in Blackburn, to which place, cfer a separation of
many months, I brought my family. But a reverse of circumstances had
told upon the health of Mrs SHARPLES during my absence from home
and she came here as it were, 'but to die'. Seized with the pain of
labour in the streets, we had to repair to such a house as our poor means
would admit of For fourteen days she lingered and on the 29`h March she
died, leaving to my care five small children.
It may be that SHARPLES was involved in the sort of Chartist agitation that led to
other activists having to move to avoid arrest or because their employers dismissed
them. Perhaps he was involved in the Plug drawing riots of August 1842, We know from
the historian BARTON that Ramsbottom Mill was directly affected, and subsequently
local Chartist leader Peter Murray McDOUALL `harangued the inhabitants on the
glorious charter of the people' .7 Itmay have been its associations with Chartism at this
time of industrial disharmony that turned manufacturers against the Swedenborgians.
SHARPLES' radical views seem to have made him more mobile than most. He was
living in Ramsbottom at the time of his marriage in 1845, but by the time of the
1851 Census he and his family were at Mathers, Walmersley (H010712212, folio
431). We know from the eulogy that he was back in his native Blackburn by the end
of the decade. A millowners' jungle telegraph may have kept him out of work
elsewhere.
Peter LEIGH's research highlights how difficult the movements of 19th Century
radicals can be to trace. I have wondered for years where Peter Murray McDOUALL
was on census night in June 1.841. The tithe survey securely locates him as being tenant
at no 18, Bolton St in 1842, but there is no sign of him or his wife in Ramsbottom in
the census returns the year before.
Only yards south of no 18, according to Hume ELLIOT, writing in 1893, there was
another rabid radical couple:
In 1839 a leader among the Chartists lived at 72 Bolton Street. He was
well known, and is still remembered. At a great Chartist demonstration
in the year named, he headed the forces; and, no less ardent, his wife,
who, like Charlotte CORDAY, `never lacked energy,' took her place beside
him, bearing conspicuously the cap of liberty.'
House numbers seem to have appeared in Ramsbottom after the formation of the
Local Board in 1864, the census returns of 1871 being the first in which they occur
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regularly. In that year, widow Alice PARKINSON was living at 72, Bolton
Street. Her husband, calico block printer James, had also been there in the
returns of 1861 and 1851, but intriguingly Alice had been alone on the
census night of 1841.9 The tithe survey suggests that James PARKINSON was
living at no 72 in 1842. An intriguing footnote may explain the whereabouts
of both :McDOUALL, and PARKINSON in June 1841. McDOUALL
fought unsuccessfully for a seat in Parliament at the general election of
that summer, at Northampton. No. doubt he was campaigning there for some
weeks, along with supporter PARKINSON." I had hoped that the arrival of
comprehensive, indexed access to the 1841 returns for England and Wales
through Ancestry.co.uk would throw up McDOUALL in some lodgings in
Northampton, with the faithful PARKINSON. But he is nowhere to be
found anywhere in the English and Welsh returns. If the Poll Tax dodgers
of 1991, however, and civilly disobedient suffragettes of 1911 could
evade the enumerators of their time, I'm sure a man used to arrest and
imprisonment for sedition would be no less suspicious of the organs of the
state, and equally capable of keeping himself off census schedules!
Andrew Todd, 2, Major Street, Ramsbottom, Bury BLO 9JH
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In our last newsletter we
showed the sign on the left which is painted -on
the terrace end of No 1 Victoria Street facing
Rostron Road, Ramsbottom.
Now John B TAYLOR has spotted a similar
sign and sent us a sketch. The sign is painted
in a yellowish colour on a large stone at the
junction of Beechacre and Nuttall Hall Road,
near Nuttall Park.
Please make contact with Ramsbottom
Heritage Society if you know what these signs
are. Do you know of any more?

CONSERVATION WORKING GROUP REPORT
Question How long does it take to erect a blue plaque?
Answer Nearly twenty years !
Recently Dorothy MOSS handed us newspaper cuttings dated 1988 (not long after the RHS
was formed) to the Conservation Working Group. These articles explained how
Ramsbottom Heritage Society was striving to preserve the town's historic buildings
and stated our intention to erect commemorative plaques. Yet in spite of a tremendous
amount of dedicated work over the years, we had still not put one up. We are therefore
extremely pleased to point out that we have finally achieved our ambition, and many of
you will have seen the Society's first blue plaque above the door of Roger GREENLEES,
Jewellers.
Whilst the main purpose of the Conservation Working Group is preserving the
traditional and historic aspects of Ramsbottom, one of the main privileges is that of
bringing the Society to the notice of the public. We try to ensure that events are well
publicised and the `unveiling' of Peter McDOUALL's plaque was reported in three
local newspapers. The reception and small exhibition to which our guests were invited,
gave an excellent opportunity to explain the Society's work to our local MP and
members of the Area Board who all support us. Other projects which are on-going and
for which we are also receiving grants from the Area Board and Bury's Conservation
Officer, are the archaeological dig, and the placing of another blue plaque. This plaque
will soon adorn the front of The Grant Arms Hotel to commemorate the important
GRANT family who brought prosperity to the town and after whom the hotel is named.
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The long awaited dig took place between April 16th and May 4 th and
involved thirty to forty volunteers, many of whom are not members of the Heritage
Society. The dig took place at Kibboth Crew with the kind permission of the
landowners, Gill and John WILD and was supervised by staff from the
University of Manchester Archaeology Unit. This is the earliest known
industrial archaeological site in Ramsbottom and concerns a falling mill,
which was built some 300 years ago. A full report of the dig will appear in the
autumn magazine. We are still being vigilant about current planning applications
and recently became very concerned about a house in Lower Nuttall Road.
This striking early 19` x' century house, now standing isolated, is the last
remaining property in old Nuttall Village and was at one time the offices for
Ocean Chemicals. The plans show major changes to the front, back and side
of the house including a large garage, which are quite out of keeping with
the style of the house. On investigation we discovered that the major part of
these plans were originally submitted and passed in March 2004 just a few
months before the Conservation Group came into being. Our very strong
submission about the architectural and historical value of this building was
therefore mainly ineffective. However we did successfully object to a porch
which was new in this years plans and which would have made a huge
difference to the front of the house. The original distinctive frontage will
therefore remain intact, although it will be extended sideways to include the garage.
Have you noticed that the double-yellow lines at the bottom of Bridge
Street are only 50mm wide and are primrose in colour? These are the first
lines we have had in Ramsbottom to meet with Conservation Area regulations,
even though the centre of town has had conservation status for a long time.
If you see any roads having new tarmac laid, let me know so that we can
contact the council again, BEFORE they put down the wrong lines.
Keep an eye open, too, for Ramsbottom's post boxes. Over the next few
months these will receive a new coat of paint and look considerably more
handsome, thanks to Graham TWIDALE, a new member of the society. It is fitting
that The :Ramsbottom Heritage Society is making a visible difference to the appearance
of the town in our Twentieth Anniversary Year. If you have other ideas about ways
in which we can best serve Ramsbottom, do let us know, particularly if you are
willing to help! We welcome any society member wishing to come to the
meetings of the Conservation Working Group or just find out more about it.
Please contact Kate SLINGSBY on 01706 281998.
RUNAWAY TRAINS
The following article is reprinted from Chris ASPIN's Surprising Lancashire,
published by.Helmshore Local History Society in 1988. In his own words this
compilation of stories are 'almost all concerned with the lighter side of local
history'. This one is no exception.
This year the ELR celebrate the 20 * anniversary of the re-opening of the line
between Bury and Ramsbottom so this may (or may not !) be a particularly
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appropriate issue in which to print this tale. Fortunately, railways have
changed for the better over the last 150 years and such alarming and exciting
events could not happen today. Which is just as well in view of our rather more
stringent Health and Safety Regulations - not to mention passengers' peace of
mind! If you know of any similar stories relating to Ramsbottom in times gone by
(or perhaps during WW2?) we would love to hear them and possibly
include them in the Magazine.
Railway work in the early days of steam was made all the more exciting by the
unpredictable behaviour of the rolling stock. Runaway trains whizzed through
Ramsbottom on several occasions; and twice at least there were multiple mishaps
of the kind one might see in a slapstick film. The first of these occurred on
December 28`h 1857, when a number of wagons laden with stone broke away from
a train in Grane Road sidings, near Haslingden, and ran back down the incline
towards Stubbins Junction three miles away. The guard, who had neglected to place
pieces of timber between the spokes, jumped aboard the retreating wagons, but fell
off near Helmshore Station. Catch points were not then in use; nor could anything
be done to warn the driver of the oncoming train of the runaway's approach. So
violent was the collision that the last two carriages were uncoupled and began to
move backwards. In one carriage were Mr Henry HARGREAVES and his sister
:from Blackburn; in the other was a Mr LITTLEWOOD.
Both men opened a door and, as the Blackburn Standard put it, `Mr
HARGREAVES asked Mr LITTLEWOOD's opinion as to what was best to be
done in the hope of effecting their escape'. Mr LI'1 I'LEWOOD shouted back that
leaping out was their only hope. With the carriages rapidly gaining speed, Mr
HARGREAVES took this advice and landed on the embankment, knocking himself
out but breaking no bones. Seeing her brother lying motionless by the
track, Miss HARGREAVES felt unable to follow. Mr LITTLEWOOD also
hesitated and it was not until the carriages had shot through Ramsbottom that he flung
himself out and was seriously hurt. Miss HARGREAVES, in the words of the Bury
Times, `was carried on through tunnels and over bridges until the impetus was
exhausted, which was not before the carriages had nearly reached Bury'.
The station master at Ramsbottom, `who had seen the rapid transit of the carriages
past his station, forthwith pursued them with a pilot engine and found Miss
HARGREAVES pacing backwards and forwards on the line near to a sawmill. He
accommodated her with a seat on the tender and provided her with a covering as a
protection from the rain which was then copiously descending. Being thus made safe,
she was conveyed on the tender back to Ramsbottom, here she found her brother
anxiously awaiting her'.
Some eleven years later, on December 19, 1868, four wagons and the brake van of
an early-morning coal train ran away at Bacup. The engine driver gave chase but
was unable to catch up with them. Travelling at `a fearful rate', they crashed into a
goods train standing in Rawtenstall Station. The driver and stoker jumped clear
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only seconds before the collision. The brake van and one of the wagons were
`shivered into fragments', but, as the local paper observed, `this was not the whole
extent of the disaster. The force of the collision reversed the engine and turned the
steam on full, and the engine with two wagons set off for Ramsbottom, through which
it passed with the speed of thought'.
The station staff at Ramsbottom, who always seemed to have a locomotive standing
by, set off in pursuit. The morning was still dark and they failed to see that their
quarry had run out of steam between Summerseat and Bury. The result was yet
another crash, which blocked the line for several hours.
THE RAMSBOTTOM AND TOTTINGTON BLIND PERSONS' WELFARE
COMMITTEE 1961 - 1994
This committee was formed by Mr Fred ISHERWOOD, then chairman of Ramsbottom
UDC and Mrs Violet HOWARD, chairman of Tottington Council. It provided social
meetings, outings and Christmas parties for the blind and partially sighted of the
Ramsbottom and Tottington area. Throughout the thirty three years of its existence, its
members and friends from the district worked directly on these activities with the blind
people and also to raise the necessary funds. Various organisations, most of them local,
made voluntary donations. Invitations had been sent to all the organisations of
Ramsbottom and Tottington and the committee's officers were elected on 14th
December 1961, at a meeting in the Council Offices, Ramsbottom. There was a
discussion as to the ways in which help could be given and the sixteen members
representing local organisations, listened to helpful advice from the welfare worker
who was to attend the committee's meetings. She handed over £5 to the new
treasurer, mentioning the possibility of applying for a grant. This brought the meeting
straight to the question of money and on 23'd February 1962 the first coffee evening was
held (at Ramsbottom Civic Hall) with 500 tickets having been printed. For the first two
years committee meetings took place nearly every month, the original venue
alternating with Tottington Council Offices.
There were also donations and, as soon as funds were available, money was used for
gifts of fruit to be taken to the housebound blind and for supporting the welfare worker
by paying for tea for the blind on their half day outing in May. The first independent
event was arranged, a social afternoon at Holcombe Brook Tennis Club on 22Nd May
1962. Committee members welcomed about sixteen blind and partially sighted people
and their companions, played records to break the ice and served a simple afternoon
tea. A free taxi service had been provided. Soon quite a few blind people had been.
visited in their homes and the Civic Hall Refreshment Room, Ramsbottom, bad been
booked for monthly social afternoons, with transport and afternoon tea provided, starting
in October 1962. The first Christmas Party for the blind and partially sighted and their
guides was held with a carol service led by Reverend MARTIN of St Paul's Church,
Ramsbottom and there were Christmas hampers. The next important fundraising effort
was a coffee evening and bring and
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buy sale at St John's Schoolroom, Tottington on 22"0 March 1963 and there was an
appeal to firms in Ramsbottom and to appropriate authorities such as the RNIB
for a grant to help to support the committee's activities.
Prom 1970 Walshaw Sports Club Room, Sycamore Street, Tottington was the
venue for the monthly social afternoons. Two of these were bring and buy sales
which along with the monthly raffles, helped to make the afternoons self
supporting. Proceedings opened with a fifteen minute religious service,
entertainment such as a travel talk, poetry reading or live music was booked to
follow and there was always a good afternoon tea. The Christmas parties
continued to be held at Ramsbottom Civic Hall and in 1.973 turkey, ham, apple
sauce and stuffing, cakes and mince pies were on the menu, with a concert by The
Showtimers from All Saints Church, Tottington. Over the next decade the
committee built up a long list of entertainers and speakers (which included a few
Ramsbottom Heritage Society members; Mr Les .NORRIS, Mrs Doris HIBBERT
and Mrs Alice O'DONNELL who, for years was a regular performer - Editor) and
an excellent reputation for their catering, with the emphasis on home baking. A
typical Christmas party, starting at 5.30pm at Walshaw Sports Club, included a
three course tea and after the entertainment and dancing, a supper of malt bread and mince
pies. The Presidents of Peel Lions and Ramsbottom and Tottington and Bury West Rotary
Clubs, the Chairman of Walshaw Sports Club and the Mayor and Mayoress of
Bury Metro were invited. There was a special effort for the 21' Anniversary
Christmas Party: grapefruit segments, turkey, apple sauce, stuffing and roast
potatoes, sherry trifle and Christmas cake for tea, the Bury Concert Band for the
entertainment and supper. Transport to the party as usual was provided by the
Rotary Clubs.
In addition to the monthly meetings, volunteer carers from the committee and their
friends also took the blind and partially sighted on two or three summer outings
to a variety of different destinations. Edenfield Sunshine Club began to invite
the group every year for afternoon tea and a concert or other entertainment. The
most frequently visited place was Rivington, for a dinner and afternoon tea and
there were annual day trips to Southport. Many other outings were enjoyed,
such as those for tea at the Hark to Bounty, Slaidburn and The Moorcock at
Waddington. The committee also continued with financial help for when the welfare
workers led holidays to resorts such as Scarborough and Llandudno. In addition,
with regular gifts and home visits, the housebound were never neglected.
All the activities for the blind and partially sighted, including the cost of coaches to
collect everyone from home, were paid for from money raised by the committee
and friends. As well as bring and buy socials and monthly ra fes at the meetings,
over the years members of the committee (and other organisations) held many other
"efforts". There were band concerts, regular jumble sales and coffee mornings, and
even more regular bring and buy coffee evenings in members' homes. Even
Mannequin Parades were held, twice daily on 2n and 3rd October 1968 at W D
SCHOLES shop on Bridge Street, Ramsbottom. Tickets were 2/6d each and
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although arrangements had to be made for a hundred chairs to be taken in and
brought away, everyone was delighted with the results. A highlight of the
annual fundraising programme from about 1980 was a Ploughman's Lunch
which was held on a Sunday at Walshaw Sports Club. In the minutes of a 1984
meeting it is noted that the committee had "established a reputation for a very ,good
lunch". From around 1990 there had been suggestions that the Ramsbottom and
Tottington Blind Persons' Welfare Society should amalgamate and meetings had
been held with Bury, Whitefield and Prestwich societies for the blind. Early in
February 1994 an announcement appeared in the newspaper entitled `Charity
Group To Disband'. At the final Annual General Meeting president Mrs Gladys
HAMER and treasurer Mrs Elsie ISHERWOOD had told the group that like
many other organisations they could not find younger people to carry on the
work. Thanks were expressed to everyone for their hard work and commitment,
as a result which the blind people of Ramsbottom and Tottington had been able,
for thirty three years, to socialise at fortnightly meetings, to attend a
Christmas Party and receive presents.
The first chairmen of the committee: Councillors Fred ISHERWOOD and Violet
HOWARD
Presidents:
Mr Charles HALSTEAD (1961 - 69)
Mrs DEARDEN (1969 - 73)
Mr J RYAN (1973 - 74)
Mrs Gladys HAMER (1974 - 94)
Secretaries:
Mrs Gladys HAMER (1961- 73)
Mrs E CRANE (1973 -75)
Mrs P WINTERBURN (1975 - 94)
Auditor.
Mr Eric ISHERWOOD (1971- 94)
Treasurers:
Mr Eric ISHERWOOD (1962 -72)
Mr KIRKMAN (1972 - 81)
Mrs Elsie ISHERWOOD (1981-94)
Mrs McVICKERS was the contact with the committee for the Social Services and
she was also in contact with committees for the blind in Radcliffe and Whitefield.
Ramsbottom Civic Hall is still very popular for community activities and no other
venue in the town compares with it in size, location and parking
facilities. Work that has been carried out by Bury MBC and the hall staff to make
the hall a comfortable and attractive venue is to be applauded and there has been
a 20% increase in business during 2006-7. However, there is concern about its
long-term future and the top floor remains out of use. A new group, 'Friends of
Ramsbottom Civic Hall' is to be formed with the object of supporting the hall
as a key element in the local community. For more information contact Linda on
01706 827602 or Janet on 01706 823658. - Editor

LOCAL RESEARCH
The Heritage Society has no staff and cannot offer a research or query
service. The following institutions could be approached:
Bury Museum and Archive, Moss Street, Bury, BL9 ODG tel: 0161253
6782 Email: -qrchive!aD~bLirV_vov ik- Website:
www.bury.gov.uk/archives
Opening Hours:
Tuesday Ipm- 4pm Friday I Own - 4pm Wednesday I pm - 4pm 2nd Saturday of the
month I Own - 4pm Thursday y I Oam - 4pm
(We ask that people get in touch to make an appointment in advance of any visit
to the archives as these opening hours could be restricted at short notice due to
staffing levels)
Our new searchroom features large reading tables, computer and internet access,
microfiche readers and access to Picture Memories. Paper catalogues are available in the
searchroom and in Reference and Information Services., Bury Library. We run an
enquiry service, offering 15 minutes staff time, and we hold details of researchers in the
area who offer fee based services. The building has lift and ramp access, lockers
and public toilets. The Ramsbottom Heritage Society's Collection, including
photographs, is on permanent loan.
Bury Central Library (Reference and Information Services), Manchester Road,
Bury, BL9ODG- tel 0161 253 5871 has publications on local history, historical printed
works of local interest such as trade directories, older OS maps for the whole of Bury 1,113C,
including Ramsbottorn, copies of local newspapers, thematic collections of news cuttings
worth pursuing for local biographies, census returns and parish registers on microfilm.
Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society; membership secretary Pip
Cowling, 33, Windhill Old Road,, Bradford, BDIO OSE- tel 01274 611087, email
membership40flihs( rg.uL Ordinary membership is £12 per year (concessions
£9.50) and this entitles you to 4 magazine issues, an opportunity to publish your
research queries and findings, and 14 meetings each month with speakers at venues all
over the county, including
Bury and Rawtenstall. More information is available on ww-,;,jflhhs...
Pamsbottoin Library and Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street, VIATAE
tel 0161 253 5352, (IT- tel 0161 253 535Y email
Ramsbottom.liba.,bury.gov.uk 'The newly re-opened library boasts a state-of-theart IT suite, with a visually impaired and disabled friendly workstation, back copies of
the Ramsbottont Observer 1890-1950 on film and microfiche reader- There will be more
details about access to the Ramsbottom local history collection, local census returns
etc, in our next issue.
Opening hours are:
430arn to 7,30pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
130am to 1pm on Saturday. (Closed on Wednesdays)

